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PENNINGTON, N.J., April 12 --- The Pennington School welcomed Emmy Award-winning 
television personality and New York Times bestselling author Carson Kressley as a guest speaker on 
Tuesday, April 11, as the School’s final 2016–17 Stephen Crane lecturer for this academic year. 
Since his television debut as the fashion savant on Bravo’s Queer Eye for the Straight Guy, 
Kressley has hosted OWN Network’s Carson-Nation and ABC’s True Beauty, competed on reality 
shows such as Big Brother Australia and the 13th season of Dancing with the Stars, and served as a 
judge on a wide range of shows, including Food Network’s Celebrity Cupcake Wars. Kressley 
recently competed on NBC’s Celebrity Apprentice to raise money for his charity, the True Colors 
Fund, which supports efforts on behalf of homeless youth, especially those in the LGBT 
community. 
In his remarks and the lively question-and-answer exchange with students that followed, Kressley 
emphasized the importance of being “your most authentic self.” He reminded the audience that 
“fame and success are great, but it is still most important to be kind, . . . to give back, and share 
your gifts.” He urged them to “believe in the mysterious powers of the universe,” because “every 
single one of you has the power to change the world.”  
An ardent philanthropic supporter of many causes, Kressley uses his celebrity to advance concerns 
such as the Human Rights Campaign, The Trevor Project, and AIDS WALK. He serves as a trustee 
on many boards, including those of The American Saddlebred Museum and Philadelphia 
University. 
Kressley’s visit was part of Pennington’s Stephen Crane Lecture Series, which commemorates the 
author of “The Red Badge of Courage,” who was a student at Pennington in the 1880s and whose 
father was headmaster of the School from 1849 to 1858. The series invites prominent authors, 
artists, or public figures to speak or perform on the campus. For more information about this event 
of the Stephen Crane Lecture Series, please contact Amelia Becker, director of speaker 
programming, at abecker@pennington.org.  
The Pennington School is an independent coeducational school for students in grades 6 through 12, 
in both day and boarding programs. The curriculum is college preparatory, with an emphasis on 
individual excellence, fostering the development of the whole student through academics, athletics, 
community service, and the creative and performing arts.  
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Caption for photo: Carson Kressley delivered The Pennington School’s last Stephen Crane lecture 
of the academic year. 
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