
 

 
For Immediate Release: October 27, 2017 
 
Contact: A. Melissa Kiser 609–737–6116 <amkiser@pennington.org> 
 
PENNINGTON, N.J.---Oct. --- Eleven Pennington seniors were inducted on Oct. 26 as student members of 
the School’s chapter of the Cum Laude Society before an audience of the entire Upper School, faculty, and 
parents. Students inducted are within the top 10 percent of the class, as determined by grade point average, 
and the School views selection for membership as one of the highest honors it can confer.  
 
The new members of Cum Laude are Johanna Bradshaw, Sydney Faber, Victoria Gassmann, Ruosi Hu, 
Francesca Iucolino, Ziqi Lei, Nicholas Micheletti, Matthew Paragamian, Zhehao Tong, Ryan Totaro, and 
Xin Yi Zheng.. 
 
The Cum Laude Society is an international organization recognizing “academic achievement in secondary 
schools for the purpose of promoting excellence, justice, and honor.” There are approximately 380 
institutions in the Society; most are independent schools. 
 
After a welcome from Headmaster William Hawkey, faculty member Donald Dolan provided information 
about Cum Laude’s history and motto. Dean of Academic Affairs Scott Peeler introduced the Cum Laude 
faculty members and music teacher Dolan. Faculty member Lisa Houston then formally inducted the 
students.  
 
The Pennington School, founded in 1838, is an independent coeducational school for students in grades 6 
through 12, in both day and boarding programs. The curriculum is college preparatory, with an emphasis on 
individual excellence, fostering the development of the whole student through academics, athletics, 
community service, and the creative and performing arts. 
 
A list of the Cum Laude inductees, arranged by state or country and hometown, follows. 
 
NEW JERSEY 
Ewing: Francesca Iucolino, Ryan Totaro 
Milford: Nicholas Micheletti 
Pennington: Johanna Bradshaw, Sydney Faber, Victoria Gassmann 
 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Yardley: Matthew Paragamian 
 
CHINA 
Beijing: Ruosi Hu 
Hangzhou: Xin Yi Zheng 
Kunming, YunNan Province: Ziqi Lei 
Wuhan City: Zhehao Tong 
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