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July 
 10–28: Summer Programs on campus
   
AuguSt 
 21: Varsity athletic residential pre-  
  season camps begin 
 28: Varsity athletic non-residential  
  preseason camps begin 
 
September
 5: Upper School orientation for all 
  Grade 9 and new student families

 5–6: Middle School LAUNCH
 6: Upper School classes begin
 7: Middle School classes begin
 8: Convocation at 7:00 p.m.
 
     oCtober 
 13–14: Homecoming and Reunions
 15: Admission Open House
 16: No classes 
 22: Run for the Cure
     

November
 1–4: Fall Play, Romeo and Juliet
 10–12: Hong Kong Alumni Festival
 12: Fall Concert
 20–24: Thanksgiving Break
 25: Alumni Games 
 30: New York City Alumni 
  Holiday Reception

DeCember
 9: HomeFront Holiday Party
 18–Jan. 2: Winter Break

UPCOMINGE v e n t s  2 0 1 7

Welcome home, ALUMNI!
HOMECOMING 2017

(Reunions for 2s and 7s) 

SAVE the 
DATE!

October 13—14  
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from the
Comments taken from 
speech to the seniors at 
Commencement on 
June 3, 2017

At Convocation this past fall, 
I asked our students to live 
a life with virtue, and I can 
tell you took these words to 
heart. I have witnessed so 
many acts of selflessness 
on your part throughout 
the year: your incredible 
sportsmanship during 
games, whether we were 
winning or losing; how you 
welcomed guests to our 
campus; the compassion 
you have toward those who 
have less than you; the 
humanity you exhibit during 
thoughtful discussions in 
your classes; the respect 
that you show your teachers, 
and of course, your 
seemingly boundless supply 
of kindness, which is evident 
on a daily basis.  

pennington magazine Spring/Summer 20172
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from the
As Henry James said, “Three things in human life are 
important: the first is to be kind; the second is to be 
kind; and the third is to be kind.” That is a virtue we 
all can remember!

I especially want to honor the difficult and 
challenging discussions you have had with each 
other and with our faculty to help us build a stronger 
Pennington community. From your example of 
civility and open-mindedness, I am reminded of 
something that writer/journalist Anna Quindlen said 
when describing free speech. She noted that “nothing 
was more important to me before I wrote on any issue 
than to listen to those people who were in opposition 
to my position.” You all have listened well this year.  

I was so impressed with the quality and variety of 
your Horizon internship experiences. One of our 
students went to a wildlife sanctuary in Namibia; 
another had an internship on the rivers of Idaho and 
Wyoming, learning how to be a certified fly-fishing 
guide. A student went to Belize to do conservation 
work on a barrier reef off the coast. Some seniors 
focused on learning more about nonprofits, including 
HomeFront, the Stony Brook–Millstone Watershed 
Association, and the Pennington Fire Company 
and First Aid Squad. Several seniors used their own 
creativity and ingenuity to come up with a plan: a 
School composting project, a Pennington mural under 
the stairs on the west side of Old Main, inventing and 
organizing a new run for charity, and designing a new 
video game. Seniors were involved with businesses 
from pharmaceutical companies to digital design 
firms; others found jobs with professional sports 
teams, hospitals, schools, and more. 

William S. Hawkey

from the HEADMASTER

 H e a d m a s t e r

Seniors at Pennington don’t just sit back 
and coast into graduation; they take on new 
challenges, stretch themselves, step out of 
their comfort zones, and spend four very 
worthwhile weeks learning something new 
about the world and about themselves.

We know that with the help and guidance of your 
teachers, you formed lasting relationships with faculty 
and staff who both supported you and challenged 
you. These mentors didn’t always tell you what you 
wanted to hear, but I hope you knew deep down that 
they had your best interests in mind. You also formed 
friendships at Pennington that will last a lifetime. 
These bonds are solid because they are built on the 
foundation of your Pennington School experience. 
As you return to campus for future Homecoming and 
Alumni Weekend events, these bonds will become 
more and more evident and meaningful, and we do 
hope you will be able to return often. And as a pledge 
to [class president] Ellie [Paige] and the Class of 2017, 
I’ll make sure the volleyball net is up on O’Hanlon 
when you return!

I want to express my sincere gratitude to all of you 
seniors—for doing your part by leaving Pennington 
a better place than when you first arrived. May your 
days ahead be blessed with great joy, good health, and 
much happiness.
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AlumniW e e k e n d  2 0 1 7

1. Chad Bridges ’96 at the 30 Years of LAX 
Celebration

2. Alumni Water Polo Match: Front row: 
Andrew Mavis ’16, Second row l to r: Jay 
Boozan ’13, Ian Nelson ’16, Ryan Smith ’15, 
Jon Yoskin ’12, and Josh Shavel ’17.

3. Jerry Eure ’75, Chris Long ’91, Mike Wolf 
’89, and Tom Liwosz 

4. Mike Wolf ’89 challenges the varsity team 
on the soccer field.

5. 30 Years of LAX Celebration

6. George Ward ’88 holding commemorative 
T-shirt for 30 Years of LAX 

7. Swim Team Record-Changing Ceremony: 
Nina Fitzgerald ’17, Jenna Kollevoll ’20, and 
Mina Shokoufandeh ’19 

8. Michael Lehrman ’50 and Headmaster 
Hawkey  

9.  All-School Barbecue—Bubble Soccer!

1 5
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10.  Entrepreneur Panel (l to r): Mike 
Wolf ’89, Jacob Levy ’09, Archel 
Desir ’00, Kristin Lubsen ’05, Rahul 
Krishnamoorthy ’11, John Armstrong 
’02, Ryan Ong ’89 (on Skype), and Jane 
Bott Childrey ’89, moderator. 

11.  Beth Dell P’08 ’10 and Matthew 
Pandolfe ’07

12.  Charlie Brown, Bob Beckett ’52, 
and John Vaccaro ’47

13.  Sarah Vander Schaff, former 
faculty member

14.  E. Lukas DiGiacomo ’15

15.  Diversity Luncheon Panel: Erica 
Harris ’13, Kendra Plummer ’16, 
Alessandro Walker ’16, Emmanuel 
Nwandu ’16, Camille Johnson ’16, and 
Samantha Stern-Leaphart, moderator.

9

10

15

14

13

12

11

Alumni Weekend 2017 was filled with energy 
despite some unusually cold weather and a 
threat of rain. We welcomed back many lacrosse 
players to celebrate thirty years of the sport 
at Pennington, and we had the largest alumni 
lacrosse game to date. 

Many alumni participated in panel discussions. 
They were all engaging and informative as we 
discussed many different topics, including 
diversity, college life, entrepreneurship, and 
writing careers. We were even able to Skype 
with an alumnus from Portland, OR, during the 
entrepreneur panel in the Wesley Forum, using 
the amazing technology with which the Kenneth 
Kai Tai Yen building is equipped. 

Our first-ever Scholarship Tennis Round Robin 
started Saturday morning despite the light 
rain, and the crowd was enthusiastic, especially 
about the chance to win tickets to the US Open. 
The afternoon was filled with alumni sporting 
events, the all-School barbecue, the all-alumni 
island party, an incredible artist exhibition by 
fashion photographer Matthew Pandolfe ’07, 
and the largest Coffeehouse: Open Mic Night 
yet. Pennington Pride was evident throughout 
the day as alumni, parents, and students came 
together to celebrate longlasting friendships 
and shared history. 

ALUMNI WEEKEND 2017
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16.  Former Peer Leaders gathered for a 
group photo at the all-alumni party.

17. Alumna Christine Carugati ’16 and 
student Heather Holly ’19

18. Student Sean Kelly ’17 and alumnus 
Phil Pecora ’12

19.  Stevenson Hawkey ’12 and 
Jason Wang ’19

20.  Archel Desir ’00, Whitney Ridings, 
Jim Ridings ’01, and Peyton Craig ’01 with 
fiancée Jamila O’Gilvie

21. The first Scholarship Tennis Round 
Robin was held during Alumni Weekend 
2017. An enthusiastic crowd braved the cool 
temperatures and threat of rain to come out 
to support this worthy cause for financial 
aid. We thank Dan Faber P’18 for the US 
Open Tickets that were raffled off, as well 
as the Village Salon, Flutter Boutique, and 
Applebee’s for their donations of prizes to 
this event.

16

21

20

17 18

19
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GrandparentsD a y  2 0 1 7
Pe nning ton welc ome s  g randpare nt s  to  c ampu s  for  G randpare nt s  Day

On Friday, April 21, Pennington students welcomed 
their grandparents to campus—a day filled with 
activities and class visits.
 
Middle School grandparents experienced a full school 
day composed of class visits, Chapel, and advisories, 
while Upper School grandparents were able to 
shadow afternoon classes with their Pennington 
students.
 

lunch with Headmaster bill Hawkey 
Grandparents attended a luncheon hosted by 
Headmaster Bill Hawkey. Dr. Hawkey provided an 
update on the state of the School, highlighting the 
academic and athletic achievements of our students. 
On the lighter side, the Headmaster awarded a number 
of fun prizes, including awards for most languages 
spoken (over five!) and most interesting historical event 
witnessed firsthand (the Freedom train in 1976).

StoryCorps
At the end of the day, grandparents had the 
opportunity to record their oral history with their 
grandchildren in a StoryCorps format. StoryCorps 
is a nonprofit organization, and its mission is “to 
preserve and share humanity’s stories in order to build 
connections between people and create a more just and 
compassionate world.” The StoryCorps experience was 
included in Middle School classes and was available in 
afternoon sessions for Upper School grandparents.
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GivinG DayBoardo f  T r u s t e e s  N e w s

Judith Rosenberg P’19 is a former managing director 
at Bear Stearns & Co., where she managed investment 
portfolios. Rosenberg has been involved in numerous 
nonprofit boards and recently she held leadership roles 
as a trustee at The Shefa School of NY, The Winston 
School of Short Hills, and the Golda Och Academy 
in West Orange. Rosenberg has a degree in finance 
from Lehigh University and an M.B.A. from Columbia 
Business School.

WELCOME
The Pennington School is delighted to announce the election of 
three new members to its Board of Trustees.

Ilana Gutierrez P’19 ’21 is a partner at Leibman-Slebi, 
a fine arts consulting company focused on promoting 
Latin-American art in the U.S. Previously, Gutierrez was 
involved in the food and beverage industry as a consultant 
and general manager at restaurants and hotels throughout 
Mexico and the U.S. Gutierrez holds a B.Sc. in hotel 
management from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
and from ICHA (Switzerland), and an M.B.A. from Regis 
University. She has served on the board of Princeton 
Junior School and is currently a trustee at the Grounds for 
Sculpture. Gutierrez lives in Princeton with her husband 
and three children; two of them are current students at 
Pennington.

Harold W. George P’13 graduated from North Carolina 
Agricultural and Technical State University with a degree in 
political science. George then continued his education at the 
Rutgers-Camden School of Law, receiving his J.D. degree in 
1988. He worked at the New Jersey attorney general’s office as 
a deputy attorney general and then went on to establish one 
of the largest minority-owned law firms in the state of New 
Jersey. He has been a municipal court judge for ten years and 
served as chief judge of the Trenton municipal court for six 
years. George has served as a trustee/director on a number of 
boards, including the Boys and Girls Club, Trinity Episcopal 
Academy, Northeastern Province of Kappa Alpha Psi, and 
the Mercer County Bar Association. His son Aaron is a 2013 
graduate of the Pennington School. 

TRUSTEES

Philip V. Bancroft P’19 ’21 ’21

Robert H. Beckett, Sr., Ph.D. ’52 GP’14

John S. Biddiscombe ’63

John E. Celentano P’12 ’16 ’17

The Rev. Frank Davis

A. Louis Denton, Esq. ’76

The Hon. Harold George P’13

Jordan M. Gray ’91 P’22

Ilana Gutierrez P’19 ’21

Vernon H. Hammond II P’71

William S. Hawkey, Ph.D.
Headmaster

Michael D. Jingoli ’85 P’11 ’15

Dennis S. Keating ’79 P’08 ’09 ’18

The Hon. John S. Kuhlthau

David J. Long III ‘86 P’16 ’18

David Marlow P’20

The Rev. Dr. Donald Medley

The Rev. Dr. David C. Mertz
Second Vice-Chair

William Oldsey P’15

David M. Paragamian P’12 ’14 ’18
Secretary

Matthew R. Pauls P’11

Judith Rosenberg P’19

Bishop John R. Schol

Steven M. Silberman ’68

Stephen Tan ’73

Peter J. Tucci, Esq. ’79 P’16 ’16
Chair

Timothy C. Vile P’07 ’09 ’12 ’15

Lori Washton P’20

The Rev. Dr. Robert J. Williams P’94 ’95

Julie Wulf, Ph.D. P’18
First Vice-Chair

Kenneth R. Zirk P’21

 

TRUSTEE EMERITUS

John McGuire, Ph.D. P’98
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Pennington 
exceeds goal in 
second annual 
day of giving!

146 Alumni    116 parents    12 grandparents
                  52  Former parents    31 Friends

number of DoNorS: 357

$233,755.57

$

DollarS raised 

GivinG Day
P e n n i n g t o n

On April 27, 2017, the Pennington community 
came together for our second-ever 
Pennington Giving Day—and together you 
helped us to raise $233,755.57 from 357 
donors!

Your participation and generosity dwarfed our 
goal of raising $50,000 from 175 donors, and 
we are deeply grateful to all of you who made 
this day such a stunning success.

Our efforts were guided by our Headmaster 
Bill Hawkey, who personally issued a $10,000 
challenge match to all Pennington alumni (and 
starred in his own video!).

We want to offer a special thank-you to all our 
alumni and parent volunteers for getting the 
word out—we truly can’t do it without you!

o f  T r u s t e e s  N e w s
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Basketball won the Prep 
B Championship on 
Wednesday, February 15. 
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2. Michael Lee Brown ‘11 visited 
the rehearsal for the winter 
musical Footloose on Monday, 
January 23. Michael is currently 
in the hit Broadway musical Dear 
Evan Hansen.

3. Pennington alumnus 
Oluwarotimi O. Adesina, M.D. 
’04 returned to the School on 
Friday, February 17, to speak 
about pediatrics to the Applied 
Science students. 

4. A group of students went 
to Christina Seix Academy in 
Trenton on Thursday, February 
23, to lead a science experiment 
with third-graders. The third-
graders learned about the 
properties of a liquid and a solid 
as they made silly putty.

5. The Pennington School 
welcomed New York Times 
bestselling author Mark Doty 
as a guest speaker on Tuesday, 
January 31, as part of the 
School’s 2016–17 Stephen 
Crane Lecture Series. 

6.  Students celebrated the 
Lunar New Year on January 31.
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7.  On Saturday, April 29, seventy-
five members of the Pennington 
community attended a Family Night 
Out at the Trenton Thunder baseball 
game. 

8. On Thursday evening, April 20, 
the Pennington School Parents 
Association hosted a painting party 
at The Painter’s Loft in Pennington. 
Parents enjoyed wine and hors 
d’oeuvres while painting a stunning 
floral still life. 

9.  English II Honors enjoyed a night 
at the movies and saw The Great 
Gatsby.

10. The Class of 2019 held a car wash 
on April 29, raising $427 for class 
activities.

11.  Shakespeare LIVE! visited 
campus on Monday, May 1, to 
perform Julius Caesar for students. 
They also held a workshop 
afterwards.

 
12. Eight Pennington students 
attended a full day Women in 
Computer Science Conference at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

13. The Pennington School 
welcomed minister and activist Nyle 
Fort as a guest speaker on Tuesday, 
February 14, as part of the School’s 
Stephen Crane Lecture Series. 

9

13
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14. Students in the AP 
Statistics class designed 
new games and tested 
them out with groups of 
Middle School students 
at the end of April.

15. Girls’ self-defense 
class from the Middle 
School Girl Power 
elective

SPECIAL Events

14 15

16 17

16. Alumnus Ryan O’Connor 
‘04 spoke to Applied Science 
students on Friday, March 3, 
about engineering and his 
career path since graduating 
from Pennington. 

17.  Jesal Trivedi ‘07 met with 
Applied Science students on 
Wednesday, March 1, about 
innovation and business.

20

18.  On Saturday, April 8, 
the Class of 2019 held a 
“miniTHON” to raise money for 
Four Diamonds, an organization 
that works to help conquer 
childhood cancer. 

18

19
19. The Class of 2019, led by 
the Garry sisters, Emma and 
Amy, raised $510 through this 
3v3 basketball tournament for 
Yardley-Makefield Soccer’s 
“Special Stars” soccer program 
for children and young adults 
with autism. Pictured, the 
winning team: seniors DJ Rice, 
Matt Reardon, Billy Santarsiero, 
Brian Daniels, and student 
coach Jacob Feldstein.

20.  The Pennington School 
welcomed Emmy Award-
winning television personality 
and New York Times bestselling 
author Carson Kressley as a 
guest speaker on Tuesday, April 
11, as the School’s final 2016–17 
Stephen Crane lecturer for this 
academic year.
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21. Billy Hawkey ’10 spoke 
to interested students 
about his birthright trip to 
Israel. 

22. Seniors participating 
in Shakesperience as their 
Horizon project helped 
teach young students 
about sonnets at Hopewell 
Elementary School on 
Wednesday, May 17. 

21

22

ALAN MECKLER ‘63 generously donated 
an Honor Roll listing of Pennington alumni 
killed in combat to honor these veterans, 
including his good friend George 
Schnitger ’64, who died in Vietnam. A 
new stone and plaque was added to the 
Alumni Veterans Memorial outside of 
Old Main. The new memorial includes 
the names and classes of twenty-nine 
Pennington graduates who were killed 
in service to our nation. The classes 
represented range from 1895 to 1965 
and cover conflicts ranging from World 
War I to Vietnam. Meckler was on hand in 
early November to see the new stone and 
plaque installed; he is shown here with 
Headmaster Bill Hawkey.

23. The Prom was 
held on May 26 at the 
Please Touch Museum 
in Philadelphia. 
Promenade, an annual 
tradition hosted by the 
Parents Association, 
offers a photographer on 
campus before students 
board buses to the 
location for their special 
evening.

24

23

Honor roll MeMorial 
donated

24. Alumni turn out to 
support scholarship 
funding while enjoying 
a great day of golf 
with their friends and 
colleagues at the 22nd 
Annual Scholarship Golf 
Classic.
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communityD a y

On Thursday, April 27, the entire School participated in a 
day of PEACE. Members of the student life committee, along 
with students from the ad hoc committee on race, as well as 
members of the Middle School, worked together for months 
in the planning of this special event.

Senior Nicole Adabunu remarked, “Community Day, for me, 
made me exceedingly proud of Pennington. My heart felt so 
full as I watched Pennington students and faculty (no matter 
what age or grade) come together for a common purpose: 
to find peace. As someone who was a part of the planning 
committee, it was so surreal to see my peers’ ideas come to 
life. As a senior, I am content with the mark that this day has 
left on Pennington, and I know that this School will be left in 
good hands.”  

The theme of PEACE (Pennington encourages Empathy, 
Awareness, and Compassion for Everyone) was depicted 
effectively and boldly on a T-shirt designed by Daisy Hutnik 
’22. Everyone gathered first in Sparks Gymnasium for 
an opening ceremony with remarks by Dr. Hawkey and 
senior Nyhsere Woodson. Middle Schoolers read a poem 
by Nicole Adabunu ’17 (see page 15). Students were placed 
in “family” groups of multiple advisories across grade levels 
and participated in three discussion-based activities. The 
activities focused on the theme of PEACE, and got everyone 

up on their feet discussing, writing, and reflecting about 
perspectives in our community. 

In between the discussions were numerous free-choice 
activities ranging from zumba to athletic options to visits 
with therapy dogs and even a culinary experience. Mr. 
Bridges arranged for a series of food trucks to provide lunch 
options, hosted by our Parents Association. After the last 
activity of the day, the entire community gathered together 
for a closing ceremony of reflection with music provided 
by our very own Faculty Band. All in all, it was a day of 
conversation, listening, and understanding that we hope 
will carry on into the future. We look forward to more 
opportunities to celebrate our community together.

Community Day was wonderful; we took time to 
really be with each other, to see and hear each 
other, and to get to know each other better. 
Pennington has always been a tight-knit and 
welcoming school, but on this day we put that 
spirit into action to intentionally build empathy, 
awareness, and compassion across our entire 
Pennington community.

         —Samantha Stern-Leaphardt
    faculty member
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community by Nicole Adabunu ’17
 

 I have not lived a long life, but I have lived 
long enough to know that peace is not 
always the sound of silence after a war.

 
Nor is it tangible; it cannot be poured into 
our hands, nor can it fit into the swells of 

our pockets.
 

But I do know that peace is the realization 
that although we stand in awe at the sky,

 
We will forever be the world’s greatest 

constellations.
 

Our veins are filled with the pulse of 
the earth, and with each breath we are 

reminded that we are nature’s most 
beautiful design.

 
We are a community of leaders and 

listeners, a family of thinkers and shakers.
 

Pennington is a star that burns too brightly 
to be afraid of the dark.

 
We are the patience of the moon that never 

fails to welcome the sun’s beauty.
 

We are a symphony of heartbeats that 
miraculously beat at the same time.

 
We are hope.

We are radiance.
We are peace.

 
And one day, when we look towards 

the sky and count the stars that kiss the 
atmosphere,

 
We will smile and realize that we are 

looking at our own reflection.

Peace

www.pennington.org 15
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While most of the Pennington community was enjoying Spring 
Break trips, relaxation, and time off from school and work in March, 
Pennington teacher Davie Yarborough was helping save the life of a 
sixty-four-year-old man living with leukemia.

Yarborough said she has been on the 
bone marrow registry for more than 
ten years and was recently matched 
with a man living with leukemia. 
When a donation is needed on the 
registry, either actual bone marrow or 
peripheral blood stem cells, (PBSC, 
which are produced in bone marrow) 
are needed. In Yarborough’s case, PBSC 
was necessary. “My procedure was 
definitely less invasive. You are hooked 
up to a machine very similar to dialysis 
where your blood goes out, the stem 
cells are taken, and you actually get 
your blood back.”

Yarborough said everyone throughout 
the process was very friendly and 
informative. “The staff were amazing; 
so many people made it happen, 
and they were all so accommodating 
and warm.” She said that there are 
apprehensions with the process, but 
she wants to encourage others to join 
the registry, even if they decide later 
that they do not want to donate.

“Minorities in particular are not as well 
represented on the registry, so it’s a lot 
harder for someone who needs bone 
marrow to be matched if they are non-
white, specifically African American,” 
she said.

Technology has come such a long way 
that even the bone marrow transplant 

is less painful and intrusive. “It’s 
not as scary as it used to be. It’s still 
invasive, it’s a procedure, but it’s not 
as daunting. They go to great lengths 
to make sure you’re in a position to be 
able to give. Some people are on the 
registry their whole lives and they don’t 
match. And if you do match, you can 
say no. It’s completely voluntary.”

With Yarborough’s recent donation, if 
both parties agree, she has a chance 
to meet her match in person after one 
year.

“I’m thankful that I could do that for 
somebody. I’m excited about hoping 
this man’s life has improved, that this 
procedure allows him to live out the 
course of his life in a great way.”

For Yarborough, encouraging and 
educating others is equally as 
important as donating. “A lot of people 
know about the registry but have 
never met someone who has actually 
donated. I am inspired, having gone 
through the procedure, to encourage 
other people to do the same.” She 
added that anyone interested in 
joining the registry or talking about 
the process can email her at davie.
yarborough@pennington.org. 

Pennington teacher Davie Yarborough

FacultyS p o t l i g h t

A bone mar row donat ion

“A lot of people say it’s a big 
deal; it’s been hard to accept 

that. Yes, I gave someone 
the chance to improve his 

quality of life, but it’s not a big 
deal because I would hope 

someone would do it for me.”

Summer progrAmS 2017
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         PROGRAMS  summer

The 
PenningTon 

School

The Pennington School offers Summer Programs for students ages 
10—15 (Grades 6—9).  Sports, Arts, and Academic Enrichment Camps 
will run from the week of June 26 through the week of August 7. 
Visit www.pennington.org/summerprograms for more details! 

Summer progrAmS 2017
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Winter track
Coach: rick ritter
Assistant Coach: emily Kalkus 

From the halls of second floor Stainton, 
to the stairs of Yen, to the gym stage, 
and yes, even the track on good days, 
Winter Track was able to accomplish so 
much this season. There were individual 
standouts, but more important, there 
were significant accomplishments for 
both boys’ and girls’ teams. The group 
effort culminated in a very strong 
season-ending State Championship 
meet, with the girls’ team coming in a 
strong second place and the boys’ taking 
their second championship in a row! 
Well done!

Girls’ BasketBall
Coaches: Jeff eckerson and 
Holly Jones
Participation in sports can teach 
important life lessons, and the Girls’ 

ice Hockey
Coach: Chris barcless
Assistant Coach: tom Horsley

Captains Nick Castagna ’17 and Zack 
Samuel ’17 led Ice Hockey through 
one of the most challenging seasons 
the team has faced in several years. The 
team rallied behind first-time goaltender 
Trevor Belinsky ’19, whose enthusiasm 
more than made up for his inexperience 
at this critical position. The team also 
had to make several adjustments over 
the course of the season because of 
injuries to key players. This often 
required the team to play with a short 
bench, which resulted in extreme fatigue 
by the end of most games. Even with 
all the adversity this team faced, they 
still had a chance to make the league 
playoffs with a win in the last regular 
season game. Unfortunately, the long 
season had taken its toll, and Ice Hockey 
missed making the playoffs for the first 
time since the league began in 2008.

Basketball team learned its share this 
season. Each starter missed at least four 
games, and two starters missed more 
than ten games as a result of injuries 
and illness, yet the team learned to 
persevere during difficult times and 
return ready to compete after tough 
defeats. The girls’ willingness to keep 
fighting paid off, as the team captured 
their second consecutive Prep B State 
Championship! Carly Rice ’18, Ayanna 
Johnson ’18, and Annie Brunner ’17 
were named to the Prep B All-Star 
Team, with Rice and Johnson also 
named First Team All-State for prep 
schools. Coach Eckerson was named 
Prep Coach of the Year by the Trenton 
Times and the Trentonian. With only 
two seniors graduating, the future for 
the Pennington Girls’ Basketball team is 
extremely bright! 

AthleticsW i n t e r  2 0 1 6 – 1 7
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Athletics

sWimminG
Coaches: george Ward ’88, Scott Doughty, maria Kane ’09, 
gessica Charniga, and Wes lincoln ’11 

Swimming had three incredible seniors who gave their hearts to the sport for four 
years: boys’ Captain Derek Gimbel, Nina Fitzgerald, and Manny Lamadrid. Both 
teams finished with a 6–3 final record, the girls placing third at MCTs and States 
and the boys’ team finishing seventh at MCTs and second at States. Girls’ Swimming 
set four new School records, including Nina Fitzgerald ’17 in the 100 breaststroke, 
Alex Stevens ’19 in the 50 and 100 free, and the team of Jenna Kollevoll ’20, Mina 
Shokoufandeh ’19, Nina Fitzgerald ’17, and Alex Stevens ’19 in the girls’ 200 medley 
relay. On the boys’ side, Jake McBride ’19 set new School records in the 100 fly and 
500 free. Coaches Ward, Doughty, Kane, Charniga, and Lincoln were lucky to coach 
these incredibly dedicated athletes with Pennington Pride!

Boys’ BasketBall
Coaches: bernie gurick, Jason Carter, and Howard Schwartz

With senior captain DJ Rice helping to lead the way, Pennington Boys’ Basketball 
enjoyed an exciting 2016–17 season. The Red Raiders challenged themselves with 
difficult opponents, including the likes of Mercersburg Academy, Lawrenceville, 
and Friends Central from Philadelphia. The team showed improvement throughout 
and won six of its final nine games. Pennington’s wins-to-losses ratio was noticeably 
better than in the 2015–16 season. The future for the Red Raider basketball 
program is indeed a bright one, as it returns four of its starting five players. During 
the team’s final nine games of the season, fans were treated to a thrilling one-point 
win over Delaware Valley on a last-second inbounds play, a quarterfinal victory in 
Prep B States over higher-seeded Montclair Kimberley, and a close two-point loss in 
the Prep B semifinal to number-one seed Doane Academy, after having lost to Doane 
by 15 points during the regular season. And no one will soon forget a thrilling 
90–83 triple-overtime loss in the first round of the Mercer County Tournament. 
Pennington’s Mitch Phillips ’18 scored 38 points in that game.

atHletic awards
WINTER 2016—17

VarSIty
Ice Hockey
Red Raider Award—Nick Castagna
Red Raider Award—Zack Samuel
Most Improved Award—Trevor Belinsky

Girls’ Basketball
Red Raider Award—Carly Rice
Coaches’ Award—Annie Brunner
Dean of Defense—Tara Hessenthaler 

Boys’ Basketball
Charles Schmutz Memorial Award—DJ Rice 
Coaches’ Award—Nick Osagie
Most Dedicated—Alex Richards

Girls’ Swimming
Red Raider Award—Francesca Iucolino
Coaches’ Award—Alyssa McDougall 
Greatest Contribution—Nina Fitzgerald 

Boys’ Swimming
Red Raider Award—Enmanuel Lamadrid
Coaches’ Award—Koray Ercan
Greatest Contribution—Derek Gimbel 

Boys’ track
Coaches’ Award—Gerrit Crater
Most Improved—Blake Botelho
Stoker Award—Ian Moini

Girls’ track
Coaches’ Award—Julia Santoro
Most Improved—Sophia Song
Stoker Award—Kira von Boehmer

JuNIor VarSIty
Girls’ Basketball
Coaches’ Award—Shreya Krishnan 
Most Improved—Nashay Little

Boys’ Basketball
Junior Varsity II
Coaches’ Award—Ameer Hasan 
Red Raider Award—Ricky Eng
Junior Varsity
Coaches’ Award—Matt Martino
Red Raider Award—Brandon West 

MIDDlE ScHool
Girls’ Basketball
Red Raider Award—Mia Justus
Coaches’ Award—Ava Kavulich 
Coaches’ Award—Sophia Kavulich

Boys’ Basketball
Red Raider Award—Alex Gutierrez
Coaches’ Award—Leo Brunk
One Shining Moment Award—Josh Song

Swimming 
Red Raider Award—Ben Eckerson
Red Raider Award— Oliver Gassmann 
Red Raider Award—Liam Rodgers
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Top left: Liam Krivcov ’17 as Ren and the cast dance in a Chicago club.
Bottom Left:  Kaitlyn Rooney ’17 as Ariel and Liam Krivcov ’17 as Ren 
sing “Almost Paradise.”

There are countless interactions that require 
understanding and empathy that can come only from 
knowing the details of people’s backgrounds. Why 
do they do the things they do? Why do they feel what 
they feel? What makes them tick? This show has been 
collaborative storytelling at its finest, at a time when 
human connection, empathy, and just plain fun are 
desperately needed. Every single student in the cast, 

PerformingA r t s

theatre. art. Film. Music. Dance. What the 
arts truly have in common is plain and simple: 
storytelling. I actually prefer to think of it as story 
finding. Every day here at Pennington, in Drama 
and in the Middle School, I am reminded of the 
importance of sharing stories and learning the 
stories of others.  

Footloose
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PERFORMING Arts

Top left: (black shirts/microphone) Rosie Sprague ’18, Ian Keller ’19, and James Bao ’19 sing back- 
up at the barbecue; Top right: Elvis Tong ’18 played Rev. Moore; Large right: Madelyn Levine ’17 
sings lead on “Let’s Hear It for the Boy;” Bottom left on diagonal: Sonny Yoon ’19, Will Harding ’19, 
Michael Zachor ’18, and Noah Silverman ’17, members of the Pit Band, prepare to play.

PerformingA r t s
crews, or band has his or her own 
unique story. Some of these are 
voiced; others remain silent. But 
all are essential to our success and 
growth as a theatre community. 
We, as artists and storytellers, 
like the characters Ren and even 
Rev. Moore, have the freedom to 
ask questions, make decisions, 
connect, sing, and even dance 
around in cowboy boots and prom 
dresses. We can put down our 
devices, pick up a script, make eye 
contact, and listen to each other. 
We can use our voices and our 
bodies to inhabit the words and 
actions of others, to understand 
their point of view. 

At Pennington, the arts are not a 
fight. They are our privilege. We 
are the lucky ones, and I’m grateful 
to have been witness to the many 
stories of this Lecture Center stage. 
Our gratitude goes out to all who 
were involved to make this show 
possible.
      —Lisa Houston
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Odyssey of the Mind (OotM) is part of an international 

educational program that provides creative problem-

solving opportunities for students from kindergarten 

through college. Team members apply their ingenuity 

and creativity to solve problems that range from building 

mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation 

of literary classics. Students then bring their solutions to 

competition, beginning at the regional level.

This year, the two Pennington teams consisted of twelve 

seventh-graders (Tyler Anderson, Miami Celentana, 

Ariana Colner, Jonathan Eaton, Ruby Grisin, Lucinda 

Harding, Daisy Hutnik, Merrick Liu, Mateo Lopez-Castro, 

Olivia Meyerson, Elliot Overhiser, and Sydney Shah) and 

two sixth-graders (Nikolas Chase and Kyle Meinhart). 

The coaches are Stephanie Heyeck and Susan Wirsig, who 

are both Pennington faculty members.

Odysseyo f  t h e  M i n d

The Pennington School served as the host site 
of the 2017 Lighthouse Regional Odyssey of 
the Mind (OotM) Tournament on March 11. An 
estimated 2,500 people came to campus for 
the event.

This year, over 150 teams from throughout the 
state competed in the academic event, with 
Pennington’s Middle School represented in two 
competitions. Additionally, both teams from 
Pennington placed second and third and went 
on to compete at the state level on April 8, 
where both teams placed third.

Sparks Gymnasium was packed with participants.
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Odyssey of the Mind (OotM) competitions are 
sponsored by New Jersey-based Creativity 
Unlimited, and each year, thousands of teams 
throughout the United States and twenty-five 
countries worldwide participate in the annual 
competition. Students select a problem to work 
on early in the school year and spend long 
hours preparing for the regional, first-round 
competition.

Coaches oversee students during the planning 
and rehearsing stages, but it is up to the students 
to do all of the work that goes into the actual 
competition. Students must write their own 
scripts, build sets, and make their own costumes. 
Budgets for each problem must also remain 
within a $125 to $145 range, depending on the 
competition, and, to ensure costs do not exceed 
the allotted amount, students must be extremely 
creative in the planning and designing stages.

Aside from the long-term problem that students 
prepare for during the school year, each team 
must compete on a spontaneous problem, 
in which they are presented with either a 
verbal brainstorming challenge, a non-verbal 
manipulative task, or combination of the two. This 
problem challenges their fluency, flexibility, and 
originality—three of the components of creative 
thinking—and does not permit students to 
reveal the nature of their spontaneous problem 
to anyone, including coaches, after they have 
competed.

This year, teams competing in the Lighthouse 
Regional contest took on problems such as 
designing, building, and running vehicles; 
designing, building, and operating original 
robots that demonstrate human characteristics 
when performing tasks; and building structures 
out of balsa wood and glue that will balance 
and support as much weight as possible. There 
were performance problems as well, including a 
superhero cliffhanger and a performance about a 
group that time-traveled and had an opportunity 
to meet great artists throughout time.

For additional information, visit https://www.
odysseyofthemind.com/p/.

“We’re so proud of these teams. They worked very hard 

to come up with creative solutions to each problem,” said 

Wirsig. “They’ve been working every day for the last five 

months, and it is wonderful to see their hard work paying off 

at the competition.” 

For the competition, one of the Pennington teams built 

a robot that could play the drums, wash dishes, ring a 

doorbell, and kick a ball. The other team made three vehicles 

that each traveled twelve feet out of a garage structure: a 

zipline car, a mousetrap car, and a marble that traveled 

through a sophisticated Rube Goldberg-type machine.

Following this year’s event, an awards program was held 

in Sparks Gymnasium, with the top three teams in each 

problem and division selected to move onto the state 

competition. In addition, a trophy was awarded to each 

advancing team with the respective members earning 

medals. It was a standing-room-only crowd!

Our students faced some difficult challenges 
during the solution building stage. They all 
learned what it means to redesign and rework 
a solution to a problem. The skills they learn in 
this process are applicable to so many of the 
challenges they will face in their futures. We are 
so proud of these students, their creativity, and 
their perseverance!
        —Dr. Stephanie Heyeck, OotM coach

about odyssey oF tHe Mind

For a full list of the 2017 Lighthouse Regional Odyssey of the Mind 
(OotM) Tournament winners, visit www.njootm.org.

MIDDLE SCHOOL News

Our winning team members beam with pride!
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M i d d l e  S c h o o l

DC Trip

On Tuesday, May 16, the eighth-graders, along 
with faculty chaperones, departed for an overnight 
visit to our nation’s capital. Each student visited 
the Newseum and another museum of their 
choice, including the National Gallery, the National 
Museum of the American Indian, the Natural 
History Museum, the Air and Space Museum, the 
US History Museum, or the National Archives. 
They also visited the majestic Lincoln Memorial, 
the World War II Memorial, the Jefferson 
Memorial, the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, 
and the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. This trip is a highlight of a two-month 
intensive interdisciplinary unit studying World 
War II and the Holocaust.



www.pennington.org 25

iNterDiSCipliNAry Holocaust unit

DC Trip
MIDDLE SCHOOL News

Spring is a great time of year for eighth-
grade students at Pennington. They 
experience a complete immersion in 
a period of history and the complex 
lessons it brings to light, culminating 
in an overnight trip to Washington, 
DC. Combining lessons in English 
and history, students work with their 
teachers in both subjects, as well as 
with their classmates, for almost two 
months on an interdisciplinary unit 
(IDU) about the Holocaust.

Teachers Lisa Houston, Lisa Fitzpatrick, 
and Jamie Moore have created an 
inquiry-based unit that has students 
researching major questions regarding 
this period of time. With the help 
of primary and secondary sources 
from the period, along with valuable 
resources from Facing History and 
Ourselves and the United States 

Holocaust Museum, students are asked 
to explore some of the major events 
and concepts of the time leading up to 
the Holocaust, and the Holocaust itself. 
Through these lessons, students develop 
practical understanding of the events 
and examine perspectives of people 
during that time. 

Students learn that apathy and 
indifference stifle hope. They discover 
how violence destroys families and 
nations. They seek opportunities 
to confront the isolation that fuels 
the misunderstandings, myths, and 
misinformation they have about 
human beings who may be different 
from themselves. They also learn what 
true courage looks like. This program 
helps students ask difficult personal 
questions and somehow make sense of 
the answers.

This year, the first special event tied 
to this unit was a visit from filmmaker 
Aaron Cohen and a viewing of his 
documentary, Heaven in Auschwitz. 
The film captures the spirit of hope 
surrounding survivors of the Holocaust. 
Thanks to the Gutierrez family, 
who brought the film and Cohen to 
Pennington, the eighth-grade students 
and their parents were able to see the 
film together on campus on May 4, 
followed by a question-and-answer 
session at the conclusion of the film.

Instead of taking a test or writing an 
essay, students in the IDU are tasked 
with creating their own websites with 
photographs, blog posts, links to 
further resources, reading responses 
to primary sources from the unit, and 
more. Students demonstrate critical 
thinking and analysis skills, master web 
tools, work with design questions, and 
create thoughtful, incisive, and sobering 
projects that bring together all the pieces 
they have learned.

The highlight of this IDU is always the 
overnight trip to Washington, DC, which 
fell this year on May 16–17. In these two 
days, the class visited numerous sites in 
our nation’s capital. In addition to Moore 
and Houston, faculty members Tamara 
Alito, Susie Paige, Veronica Vesnaver, 
and Billy Hawkey helped guide the class 
through this experience.

www.pennington.org 25
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MIDDLE SCHOOL News

letterS
about literature 
by liSA FitzpAtriCK
Three Middle School students attended the Letters About 
Literature Essay award ceremony on Wednesday, May 17, 
at Rutgers University in New Brunswick. Featured winners 
include Daisy Hutnik ’22 (Distinguished Honors), Mateo 
Lopez-Castro ’22 (Distinguished Honors), and Corinne 
Coakley ’21 (First Place for the state). The agenda included 
a celebration of the winners, with Coakley reading her 
winning essay to the audience, and an autograph session 
and book sale with several local authors and illustrators. 
Congratulations!

teNtH ANNuAl
PuPPet sHow 
Middle School students performed their tenth annual puppet 
show for local kindergartners on Wednesday, June 7. The 
show is a culmination of the work done in the seventh-grade 
Artorama program.

immigrAtioN
scraPbook Project
by JeSSie SHAFFer 
This project, developed in the Middle School humanities 
class, began with research of countries around the globe and 
resulted in each student’s creation of a character and writing 
from that character’s perspective. The scrapbooks included 
journal entries, letters, maps, collages, poems, sketches, and 
various other added items. This project culminated with a 
sharing of scrapbooks and ethnic foods on Thursday, June 1. 

buCKS CouNty
tHeatre Festival 
Twenty Middle School actors and technicians spent the day 
participating in the annual Bucks County Playhouse Student 
Theatre Festival on Tuesday, April 11. Miami Celentana ’22 
earned the title of Best Featured Dancer, and Scott Meggitt 
’17 and Carolyn McWhirter ’17 were identified as the Best 
Student Directors. At the conclusion of the day, awards 
and special recognitions were given by the panel of judges. 
Besides Celentana, Meggitt, and McWhirter, the entire cast 
did an amazing job onstage and off.
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by Carolyn McWhirter ’17 and Scott Meggitt ’17

We have spent countless hours working together in both the Black Box and the 
Lecture Center. Our experience in eighth grade of being directed by a senior is one of 
the main reasons why we both decided to continue with theatre in high school. Even 
after four years together, countless shows, traveling to a different continent, and much 
more, we still talk about our show in eighth grade and the impact that our director, 
Peter Secrest ’13, made on our Pennington experience.

When Ms. Houston told us that we would have the chance to direct the show this 
year, we were stoked. There were so many incredibly talented seniors involved in the 
program this year. The ability to work with the younger students, whom we might not 
get to see otherwise, felt like the perfect extension of our time in the drama program. 
Taking a group of these young actors to perform at Bucks County Playhouse this year 
brought everything full circle for both of us. We were one of the first Pennington 
Middle School groups to travel to the Playhouse in our eighth-grade year, and it is 
one of our fondest memories. Seeing our cast perform was a great moment for both of 
us. This season, with these students, was the perfect culmination of our Pennington 
theatre lives, and we couldn’t be more proud of what these actors have been able to 
accomplish over the past two months.

Arts education is something that has shaped our experience in both high school and 
middle school, and we wanted to be able to share that with the younger actors and the 
audience. In this show, the storytellers lead us into the world of nineteenth-century 
Russia, a time and a place which we would not often be exposed to, to hear the story 
of a czar and his family. We both feel that this play is the perfect way to show the 
importance of storytelling and how it can shape humanity and the students’ time at 
Pennington, as it has for us.

Ivan and 
the Firebird

Written by David Foxton 
Directed by 

Carolyn McWhirter ’17 
and Scott Meggitt ’17

Middle SchoolP l a y

Theatre at Pennington 
is our second family. 
Pennington Drama 

gave us the opportunity 
to become close 

with members of the 
community that we 

might not have otherwise 
interacted with, including 

each other, and the 
Middle School play is 

where it all began. 
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softBall
Coaches: teraysa Noyes and 
emily mervis

This year a great group of eighteen girls 
was led by senior captains Kyra Quilty, 
Andrea Amaro, and Cathy Xu. The 
Softball team had a short season, the 
record shows, but they continued their 
tradition of celebrating the true meaning 
of what it means to be teammates 
and students of the sport. In the five 
games played, they won two and lost 
three. These two victories were very 
meaningful to the team, because they 
did not have any in the 2016 season. 
They had standout players in all grade 
levels and have a strong core group of 
girls returning next year. The team looks 
forward to continuing on this positive 
trajectory and has a lot to be excited 
about in 2018!  

AthleticsS p r i n g  2 0 1 7

Golf
Coach: tom Horsley 

Pennington Golf lost only one match 
this season, posting an 11–1 record, 
their best in more than ten years. Most 
players improved their match averages 
by one or more strokes, and Pennington 
golfers received medalist honors in ten 
of the twelve matches. Co-captains 
Charlie Kovalcik ’18 and James Bao ’19 
each received medalist honors in four 
matches. Kovalcik and Bao also tied 
for third place at the state tournament, 
with the team taking third place overall. 
Senior co-captain and four-year varsity 
player Jack Martinides has led the 
team to two state championships and 
an overall record of 34–10–1 in dual 
matches. His leadership and expertise 
will be missed as he graduates and 
moves on to college next year. The team 
has a bright future with all seven of the 
team’s top golfers returning next season. 
They will be looking to reclaim the state 
championship and add Pennington’s 
first-ever Mercer County championship.
 

BaseBall
Coaches: Steve Kowalski, byron 
Kou, Chris Wirth-Kenyon, and 
Jeff Sumners

Baseball had a very successful season 
with first-year head coach Steve 
Kowalski, finishing with a record of 
12–6 but coming up short in the Prep 
B State Championship game. The 
season was highlighted by great wins 
against opponents such as Nottingham, 
Hamilton West, and rival Hopewell 
Valley. The team, led by senior captains 
Chase Williams, Matt Reardon, and 
Tony Morency, was able to take care 
of business at home this year, going 
10–1 at Heritage Field. Reardon led the 
pitching staff with a 4–2 record and a 
2.33 ERA. Morency and Williams led 
the team on the offensive side, batting 
.400 with 12 RBI and .333 with 14 RBI, 
respectively. Although the team will 
lose five great seniors, the emergence of 
three talented freshmen, Chad Brunner, 
Rickey Eng, and Ameer Hasan, looks 
promising for next season.
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Athletics

Boys’ lacrosse
Coaches: Jason Carter, Jack payne, 
and matt liwosz ’09

Despite lighter numbers than usual, 
the Boys’ Lacrosse team turned in their 
first winning season since 2010 by 
posting an 8–7 record. The team was 
led by senior captain Jake Levinson and 
juniors Max Pinado and Eric Broadway. 
Pinado scored the 100th goal of his 
career, while Broadway demonstrated a 
superior athleticism that allowed him to 
take over games. Bolstering the defense 
were juniors Danny Pontoriero and 
Max Marsala-Williams with help from 
Jakob Lowenthal, Floyd Patterson, and 
Lewis Hurd. The athletic goalie play of 
sophomore Matt DiIorio could be seen 
both in the net and in his rushes up the 
field. Second-year player Elvis Tong ’19 
answered the call on several occasions 
as a back-up goalie. Sophomore Chris 
Herbert anchored a young attack while 
Jason Wang ’19 and Sam Wasnak 
’19 took many runs as defensive 
midfielders. The strong freshman 
class made major contributions to this 
season’s success: Vincent Colalillo and 
Liam Jones earned starting positions on 
the attack, and Maxwell Henry ran on 
the first midfield line. Chris Long had 
a regular shift on the starting defense 
as Jon-Henri Marlow developed into a 

crease attackman and first-year player 
Alex Wallace continued to improve 
every day. Other than the loss of a 
three-year starter on defense, the Red 
Raiders return their entire roster and 
are excited for an even more explosive 
2018 campaign. 

track and field
Coaches: rick ritter, margo 
Andrews, emily Kalkus and 
Scott vogel

Never was so much accomplished by so 
few...okay, the Track and Field season 
may not have been as world-changing 
as the Battle of Britain according to the 
coach, Rick Ritter, but due to illness, 
injury, and many commitments, what 
started as a large team eventually 
dwindled to a somewhat smaller team. 
Though the numbers went down, the 
level of commitment and the work ethic 
went up. By the time the team got to the 
State meet, the coaches’ charge to both 
the boys’ and the girls’ teams was simply 
to do the very best with what they had 
and where they were, and support each 
other all the way. The coaching staff 
could not be more proud of what each 
and every athlete accomplished that day, 
individually and collectively.

Girls’ lacrosse
Coaches: Wendy morris, Adam 
Cooley, Kate bowman, and 
elysia price

Pennington Girls’ Lacrosse enjoyed the 
participation of thirty-two girls with 
both Varsity and JV teams competing 
in full and challenging schedules. The 
Varsity team finished the season with 
an 8–9 record led by our four senior 
captains, Kate Michaelson, Ella Arata, 
Tara Hessenthaler, and Sophia Song. 
The team had a number of very close 
and exciting games. The team played 
Morristown Beard School in the Prep B 
State tournament to a 14–15 loss and 
went into overtime in the second round 
of the MCTs, where they fell in a 10–11 

loss. One of the team’s best games was 
a decisive win with a great overall team 
effort against Stuart at the very end of 
the season. The JV team was coached 
by two new Pennington teachers, Elysia 
Price and Kathryn Bowman ’03,
and finished the season with an 
impressive 7–4–1 record. The team is 
looking forward to going some place 
warm and sunny for preseason training 
during Spring Break in 2018!
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VarSIty
Softball
Coaches’ Award—Andrea Amaro
Commitment Award—Kyra Quilty
100% Hustle Award—Sandy Zhang

Baseball
Red Raider Award—Matt Reardon
Red Raider Award—Tony Morency
Coaches’ Award—Chase Williams 

Golf
Red Raider Award—Charlie Kovalcik 
Most Dedicated Golfer—Phil Bancroft
For the Love of the Game—J.P. Jeanes

Girls’ lacrosse
Red Raider Award—Olivia Mahony
Coaches’ Award—Maddi Seibel 
Coaches’ Award—Kate Michaelson 

Boys’ lacrosse
Red Raider Award—Max Pinado
Coaches’ Award—Jake Levinson
Team Spirit Award—Max Marsala-Williams 

Boys’ track
Coaches’ Award—Gerrit Crater
Most Improved—Matt Paragamian
Stoker Award—Blake Botelho

Girls’ track
Coaches’ Award—Zoe Michaelson
Leadership Award—Julia Santoro
Stoker Award—Megan Porras

tennis
Coaches’ Award—David Zong
Red Raider Award—Lucas Flotta
Scholar Award—Rudy Zhang

JuNIor VarSIty
Girls’ lacrosse
Coaches’ Award—Claire Seward 
Red Raider Award—Olivia Heimann

Baseball
Red Raider Award—Peter Tarpinian 
Coaches’ Award—Andrew DiDomenico 

tennis
Red Raider Award—Roderick Gao 
Coaches’ Award—William Connolly

MIDDlE ScHool
Boys’ lacrosse
Red Raider Award—Tyler Kingsbury 
Coaches’ Award—Jacob Ernst

track and Field
Red Raider Award—Ian Varga
Coaches’ Award—Corinne Coakley

Boys’ tennis
Coach: Ken palumbo

The 2017 Varsity Boys’ Tennis team 
finished the regular season with five 
wins and five losses while playing a very 
tough schedule. Two freshmen proved 
they had enough game to make the 
starting lineup. Our #1 player, Lucas 
Flotta ’20, brought our team to a new 
level. He finished third at the Mercer 
County Tournament and won the Prep 
B Championship, receiving the top 
seed and delivering an outstanding win 
in the finals. Seniors David Zong and 
Rudy Zhang played #2 singles and were 
captain and co-captain. Tim Coe ’19 had 
a very solid year at #3 singles. Michael 
Zachor ’18 and Trey Dusek ’20 played 
first doubles. Jacob Washton ’20 played 
second doubles with Rafer Friedman ’19 
for the first half of the season and with 
Dillon Schindler ’19 for the second half 
of the season. All three players offered 
something different to their opponents, 
and that allowed us to have a very 
successful season at second doubles. 
The team worked hard in practice and 
never gave up in matches. We finished 

atHletic awards
SPRING 2017

seventh out of seventeen teams at 
the Mercer County Tournament and 
fifth out of twelve teams at the Prep B 
Championship. 
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atHletic awards
SPRING 2017

On a frigid night this past March, 
ten Pennington students, two faculty 
members, and two former Pennington 
parents set out for Haiti, carrying with 
them twenty-four army duffel bags 
filled with donated medical supplies. 
They joined Pastor Luc Deratus of 
Harmony Ministries in Haiti, four 
medical doctors, and translators. 
Our Pennington team traveled to 
three remote villages, where we filled 
prescriptions, fitted people with reading 
glasses, and distributed health care and 
other essentials such as rice and baby 
formula. In each village, we served 
hundreds of men, women, and children 
who were kind, welcoming, and joyful. 

At each day’s end, when the long line 
of patients was gone, the fun began. 

After the devastating 
earthquake in 2010, The 
Pennington School joined 
with people from all over the 
world to help Haiti recover. 
Since then (in partnership with 
Harmony Ministries in Haiti), 
the School’s commitment to 
the people of Haiti has been 
woven into our mission to 
serve others.

 Pennington continues its service to Haiti
  by Robbi Uzupis

The beautiful children of the villages 
gathered around to sing and play with 
the Pennington students. At evening 
church services in the villages, we were 
honored guests. On our final day in 
Port-au-Prince, we were welcomed and 
thanked by a congregation of thousands 
of Pastor Luc’s parishioners in the 
stunning main Harmony church, rebuilt 
after the earthquake with the help of 
funds raised by The Pennington School. 
For almost thirty years Pastor Luc has 
helped alleviate some of the desperation 
that has been so common in Haiti. 
When he builds a church, he builds 
a school; he has established schools 
in five different locations, educating 
over 460 students. He educates the 
young, provides vocational education 
for adults, and brings medical services 
to those in need. We are in a unique 

position to help the people of Haiti 
through our relationship with Pastor 
Luc, coordinated by Robyn Campbell 
P’15 ’16. 

This trip would not be possible 
without a “village” of people who give 
generously of their time and resources. 
The Pennington School would like to 
express special gratitude to the Colalillo 
family for their ongoing support and 
generosity; our duffel bags were filled 
to the max with supplies essential to 
the health of the people we served. Lisa 
Tucci P’16 ’16 is one of the nurses on 
the trip. To all of the Pennington School 
students who have traveled to Haiti, 
“humility” is more than a word carved 
in a bench on our campus. The people 
of Haiti will forever be part of our 
hearts, our minds, and our lives.
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SICILY, ITALY Twenty-one Pennington students and four 
Pennington teachers traveled to Italy for ten days during 
Spring Break. Sicily was the destination, and the first third 
of the trip was spent in Palermo, Sicily. Outside Palermo 
we visited an amazing Greek theater and temple in Segesta 
and a magnificent Roman villa on our way to Syracusa that 
housed some of the largest and best-preserved floor mosaics 
in Italy. While in Syracusa, the group enjoyed tours of the 
Ear of Dionysius, the town of Syracusa, delicious Sicilian 
cuisine, and a day trip to Taormina with breathtaking views 
of Mt. Aetna. We were supposed to summit Mt. Aetna, but 
it was intermittently erupting at the time, so from Taormina 
the view was much safer! We learned a tremendous amount 
about Sicily’s interesting and tumultuous history. We also 
learned that the best cannolis are definitely in Sicily! Our 
last three days were spent in the everlasting city of Rome 
with visits to the Vatican; the Roman Forum, where we saw 
Julius Caesar’s tomb shrouded in flowers from the Ides of 
March; the Colosseum; the Borghese Gallery with its lifelike 
marble statues; the Pantheon; and no shortage of gelato! 
Wonderful times and memories will be cherished forever! 

SALZBURG, AUSTRIA Seven students and the Chase family 
embarked for Salzburg, Austria, during the first week of 
Spring Break. From Monday through Friday, our seven boys 
took part each morning in a German conversation course 
at Deutsch Studio, a language school, taught by Wolfgang 
Posch, an accomplished Austrian folk rapper. In the 
afternoons and evenings we undertook a number of activities. 
We hiked the Kapuzinerberg; viewed cathedrals; took part in 

T r i p s  2 0 1 7
Spring Break

Sicily    Salzburg    Madrid    Colorado   Dominican Republic
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a language-learning treasure hunt; inspected catacombs in a cliff; went 
go-carting; visited a toy museum, a museum of science and history, 
and a museum of modern art; went to a play; toured the fortress; 
played on some playgrounds (!); went bowling; took a cable car to the 
top of a more-than-mile-high mountain; shopped at a traditional flea 
market; and finished off the week with a knights’ feast at the fortress.

MADRID, SPAIN On March 9, 2017, fifteen students and three 
chaperones embarked on a two-week language and cultural immersion 
experience in Madrid, Spain. During these two weeks, Pennington 
students lived with host families, attended classes at Colegio Jesús-
María, attended professional fútbol matches, and went on a three-day 
trip to southern Spain. The group visited the Andalucian cities of 
Cordoba, Granada, and Seville. A great time was had by all, and, more 
important, a lot of Spanish was learned! 

COLORADO Equal parts cultural experience, service to others, 
and enjoyment of the great outdoors, Pennington’s Spring Break 
trip to Colorado had a little something for everyone. Highlights 
included spending time with local elementary-schoolers, planting 
an orchard, making pottery, exploring archaeological sites in Mesa 
Verde National Park, and, of course, hiking! For some Pennington 
city- and suburb-dwellers, the trip offered a first introduction to 
the wilderness, and all enjoyed the quiet and fresh air. “When I was 
surrounded by the incredible landscape of the combination of rocks 
and mountains, it was a chance for me to really enjoy nature without 
being disturbed,” said Olivia Wu ’19. “I even learned how to plant 
an apple tree!” Other excursions included a drive into Utah to hike 
Comb Ridge, a magnificent trail winding along red sandstone cliffs and 
featuring some of the most vivid ancient petroglyphs in the American 
Southwest. It’s hard to say who enjoyed the trip more, the students or 
the chaperones! 

SPRING Trips

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC During Spring Break, seven 
Pennington students traveled to Monte Cristi in the 
Dominican Republic to transform the lives of the youth 
living in economically disadvantaged areas. These 
Pennington students taught English to local school 
children in hopes of giving them a life of choice. Our 
students at Pennington learned the value of education 
as they worked together to plan lessons and implement 
those plans into action. Besides our students’ teaching 
their knowledge of the English language, they learned 
about the history and rich culture of the Dominican 
Republic through local field trips, history lessons, 
and constant engagement within the community. The 
Pennington School students came back to the United 
States with a deeper appreciation for the opportunities 
they are given, and they have continued to give back to 
the community in Monte Cristi.
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SpringP l a y

Out of the Box is a show that caters to the many different and beautiful minds 
in this class. We wanted the project to showcase the various kinds of writers 
and artists who are in a diverse group of people. We also wanted this play 
to leave its mark on Pennington, so we decided to do something that has 
never been done before: have audiences visit four locations. All of the four 
plays experiment with a different type of theatre, exposing the audience to 
the many emotions that can be felt through the portrayal of contrasting time 
periods and stories. While all being in different locations on campus, each 
play is meant to convey a variety of messages to the audience. 

O ut of  the  Box
Written and directed by 

the members of the Senior 
Seminar in Drama 2017

Out of the Box consists of:

Bits and Bobs (far left) written and 
directed by William Cromarty ’17, 
Liam Krivcov ’17, Carolyn McWhirter 
’17, and Ellie Paige ’17 

Observatory (center) written and 
directed by Isabella Iorio ’17, 
Marjorie Long ’17, Scott Meggitt ’17, 
and Shaan Patel ’17 

The Gem on Second Avenue (far 
right) written and directed by 
Madelyn Levine ’17, Josephine 
Sheeran ’17, and Thomas Scanlan ’17

Curtain Call (bottom) written and 
directed by Tara Hessenthaler ’17, 
Molly McLaughlin ’17, John Morano 
’17, and Kaitlyn Rooney ’17
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The many and varied student musical 
ensembles at the School presented their 
Spring Concert on Sunday, April 23, in 
Sparks Memorial Gymnasium. Donald 
Dolan, director of instrumental music, and 
William Alford, director of choral music, 
planned a program that alternated types of 
music. 
 
The Middle School Instrumental Ensemble 
kicked things off with a Mussorgsky piece 
called “The Hut on Fowl’s Legs” or “Baba 
Yaga,” followed by the beloved theme from 
The Simpsons. They then presented their 
own original composition, called “Fifth-
Period Blues.”

The titles of the Middle School Singers’ 
selections had an aspirational theme: “Best 
Day of My Life” and “We Can Dream,” 
followed by “How Far I’ll Go,” Lin-Manuel 
Miranda’s lyrical song from Moana. 

The Upper Schoolers then took the stage 
as the Orchestra presented classical 
selections by Leopold Mozart and Cécile 
Chaminade, on which Scott Meggitt ’17 and 
Siyi Li ’17 were trumpet and flute soloists, 
respectively. The Orchestra concluded 
with a blast from the past for parents in 
the audience: Pete Townshend’s “Pinball 
Wizard.”

Pennington Singers offered three songs. 
Daniel Moore’s “Shambala” featured seven 
soloists, including seniors Zonghao Gao 
and Isabella Iorio. The Jazz Band presented 
a classic John Coltrane blues, “Equinox,” as 
well as the familiar “Rainbow Connection” 
and Ary Barroso’s “Brazil.”

The Upper School Chorus began with the 
soothing “Seal Lullaby” of Eric Whitacre, 
featuring lyrics by Rudyard Kipling. After 
“Take Me Home,” by Olusola, Maldorado, 
and Mae, they finished with John David’s 
uplifting “You Are the New Day.”

For the final selection of the concert, the 
combined choirs encircled the audience 
to sing “There Is Peace” by Jim Papoulis, 
a hopeful and uplifting way to end the 
evening.

sPring concert
April 23, 2017
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Thomas Scanlan ’17 and Colin Schostak ’17 proposed to 
arts chair Dolores Eaton a multimedia show that would 
showcase the photography of the students, function as a 
timeline of media, interact with the audience, and make 
a statement about media in contemporary culture. To the 
surprise of the students, Eaton considered it a perfect 
senior project for two very talented and ambitious students. 
Scanlan and Schostak found themselves entrusted with a 
large, creative undertaking.

Inspired by Marshall McLuhan’s seminal book, The Medium 
Is the Message, Scanlan and Schostak became fascinated 
with the evolution of film processes and how the format 
informed the message. This was the first time two students 
were given full control of the Silva Gallery. The caveat was 
that they were going to be treated like visiting artists: it 
was all their responsibility. The arts teachers knew they 
could do everything they proposed. This was an incredible 
undertaking of work, and work they did. Scanlan and 
Schostak found and incorporated old-school televisions, 
lightboxes, slide projectors, sound-sensitive LCD lights, 

ARTS News i n  t h e  g a l l e r y

T he medium i s  the  me s sage
by Dolores Eaton

What began as a seemingly outrageous 
undertaking for two senior arts students came 
to fruition this past January in the Silva Gallery.

and even a 16mm projection camera. Scanlan and Schostak 
worked more hours than they could count to bring the show 
to life. The students found themselves mounting lightboxes 
on the wall, creating a salon-style area of display, stacking 
and programming the old-school televisions to respond 
to sound, and repairing the 16mm projector to play old 
family movies while designing a moving digital title for the 
show to run on a modern-day projector, as well as printing, 
framing, and hanging their own photographic images. 

At the reception, the multimedia installation was enhanced 
by a large crowd of visitors participating in the exhibition. 
Furniture (a student ensemble of which Scanlan is a 
member) performed music, and all of the multimedia were 
playing simultaneously. The students’ true message came 
through. Scanlan and Schostak see their resources not as 
old vs. new, but as all equally at their disposal. They are 
artists in a time of great competition—artistic resources 
are readily available to everyone, but it is what you see in 
those resources and how you use them that will make one’s 
message speak to an audience. 
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ARTS News

i n  t h e  g a l l e r y

science becoMes art
bioDiverSity / extiNCtioN
mArCH 28—April 28, 2017

matthew pandolfe: Dunce
mAy 8–JuNe 16, 2017
Contributing to the festivities of Alumni Weekend, the Silva Gallery 
hosted a reception for Matthew Pandolfe ’07 in celebration of his solo 
exhibition, Dunce. Pandolfe is a working photographer and illustrator 
based in New York City. After Pennington, he attended Parsons School of 
Design, earning his B.F.A. degree in photography, with a specialization 
in fashion and portraiture photography. He immediately began working 
in the fashion industry. His work has been in publications such as GQ, 
Vogue, creem, and Suited. It has also been exhibited at the Thomas Werner 
Gallery in New York City, the Gauntlet Gallery in San Francisco, and 
the Krasnoyarsk (Russia) Museum Center and was featured in a show 
entitled Contemporary Interpretations of Beauty in the Museum at the State 
Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Finding The Pennington School was a seminal moment in this artist’s life 
that is best understood through the artist’s voice. In Pandolfe’s words: 
“It wasn’t until my mother and I came to Pennington and met with Dr. 
Cervone and the Center for Learning that we finally had an idea of what 
was going on with me. Once I arrived at Pennington, I met teachers, like 
my mother, who took the time to understand my language and helped me 
find my voice. I, for the first time, learned how to learn, and that power 
turned me into a sponge. I am a Dunce that was sent to roam, and I have 
learned. Now I am back, still a Dunce in some regards, but wiser and with 
something to say. My work is a conversation. It reflects the people I see 
and the world around me. It is influenced by the fractured thoughts and 
dancing memories I have collected over 28 years.” And we were thrilled to 
continue the conversation with Pandolfe!

Through an enthusiastic 
recommendation from alumna 
Diana Moore ’02, the Silva Gallery 
served as a host site for Science 
Inspires Art: Biodiversity/Extinction, 
Art & Science Collaborations, Inc.’s 
seventeenth annual art-science 
international juried exhibition, 
which originally premiered at the 
New York Hall of Science. Art & 
Science Collaborations, Inc. (ASCI) 
is dedicated to raising public 
awareness of the intersections of 
art and science as a more holistic 
way of viewing, learning about, and 
responding to our inner and outer 
worlds. The show’s participants had 
one mission: for their art to stimulate 
public reflection, critical thinking, 
dialogue, and, they hope, individual 
actions on the issues we face 
surrounding loss of biodiversity and 
species extinction. Moore, who now 
serves on the board of Art & Science 
Collaborations, truly made this 
mission come to life when hosting 
a talk with students from Dr. Margo 
Andrews’s ecology class. Moore 
not only elaborated on the artists in 
the show; she also shared work of 
other scientifically motivated artists 
including her own captivating and 
thought-provoking sculptures.
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Student

event Horizon is a 
red-tailed hawk 
trained by falconer 
ian gregg ’17. 
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For new Pennington graduate ian gregg, 
the red-tailed hawk is more than just a school 
mascot—it’s his passion.

“It’s breathtaking. It’s just one of those things you have to 

see, and then you understand,” Gregg said about his love for 

falconry, hunting with a trained bird of prey in its natural 

habitat. Gregg became interested in falconry during his 

freshman year at Pennington. He said he has always enjoyed 

working with animals and being outdoors, and the thought 

of working with an animal and interacting with nature was 

the first step that intrigued him.

The second step was to figure out that falconry still existed. 

Gregg’s father visited Scotland, where the practice is a bit 

more well known, and experienced falconry as a tourist. He 

brought these stories home to Gregg, who began reading 

books on the subject, doing research, and becoming 

increasingly more interested.

“I’ve had three different hawks in four years. You 
trap them in the wild and then you release them 
back into the wild—you borrow them, in a way. 
Most people don’t keep them for more than five 
seasons unless it’s an exceptional hawk. My first 
bird I kept for two years.”

One season lasts for six months, said Gregg, and he trapped 

his current hawk, Event Horizon, in September. He stated 

that he and other professional falconers use humane tactics 

to trap their hawks, including bait traps.

“I got Event Horizon on Route 31 near Flemington. She was 

sitting on a telephone pole, I was driving past, and I saw 

her.” Gregg set out his trap and waited—and he soon had his 

hawk.

With respect to training the hawk, Gregg said he tried a new 

method with Event Horizon that he has not used in the past. 

StudentS p o t l i g h t
Typically, falconers may set the birds up in a dark spot and 

sit by them for hours at a time to familiarize themselves with 

the bird and vice versa, but Gregg went a different route.

“I gave her an open chamber where she could fly around 

with no tethering. She’s completely free the whole time, and 

I’m probably one of the first people in New Jersey to try this 

method. It’s a method from a guy in Texas,” he noted.

Soon after, Event Horizon was trained to hunt, follow, and 

stay near Gregg in the woods while they hunted together.

“She’s a wild hawk, so hunting is what she has to do to 

survive. That’s completely instinctual for her. We go out, she 

chases prey, and I try to help her and give her that little extra 

edge.”

Although Event Horizon does attend occasions, such as 

Homecoming this year, Gregg said hawking is his favorite 

activity to do with her. “There’s something phenomenal 

about seeing these apex predators do these crazy athletic 

aerial maneuvers. It’s something that never gets old. Hawks 

have this sense of freedom about them.”
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college
Students from The Pennington School attend some of the 
most prestigious and selective colleges and universities in 
the U.S. and abroad. However, we recognize that the college 
search and application process can often be a challenging 
one! Beginning in ninth grade, and through Commencement 
and beyond, the College Guidance Office is here to help. We 
believe that all of our graduates should attend the college or 
university that best suits their own interests and strengths.

The College Guidance Office and 
faculty, along with parents, are 
important players in the college 
selection process. A successful college 
search is almost always the result of 
a family effort: students should work 
with their parents to set goals, discuss 
financial needs, make college visits, 
meet with the college counselor, and 
attend on-campus meetings with 
college representatives. Our role, as 
college counselors, is to listen, provide 
guidance, and supply information 
on all aspects of the process. Most of 
all, we are students’ advocates to help 
them make this critical decision. To 
identify the best college match for 
each student, his or her personality, 
achievements, and goals are all taken 
into consideration.

Starting during the freshman year, 
we hold informative sessions for 
students and their parents. These can 

G u i d a n c e
Finding the  R ig ht  C ollege

range from programs that assist with 
the college selection and application 
process, including applying for 
financial aid and affording college 
tuition, to advice for our athletes 
about recruitment. Each fall, we host 
a seasoned professional from a college 

Fourteen members of the Class of 2017 plan to play sports in college.

or university to speak to our students 
and parents about current trends in 
admission and enrollment.

Most of our college counselors’ efforts; 
however, are focused on students 
during the junior and senior years. 
Counselors work with students on an 
individual basis as they attend college 
fairs, take standardized tests, and start 
narrowing down their lists of colleges 
to create a selection of schools most 
appropriate for their specific interests 
and career goals. All juniors take a 
college guidance seminar course to 
help them through the planning and 
application process. During this class, 
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college
The fourth and final leg of the yearlong ACSL computer science contest 
was completed by Pennington’s team on April 19, and the results are in! 
Len Leib, chair of the Mathematics Department and faculty advisor for 
Pennington’s team, has announced that Pennington is the NY/NJ Regional 
Champion team for the third year in a row.

This year we had the biggest team membership with nineteen participants. 
Of special note are the following eight student computer scientists whose 
high scores on one or more of the four monthly sub-contests were crucial 
to our overall team success: seniors Rudy Zhang, Kelly Clark, Alex Saltstein, 
Chelsea Vickers, and Cathy Xu; juniors Nick Micheletti and Karen Zheng; 
and sophomore Greg Teng. Leib is proud to point out that our team has 
equal numbers of male and female members. Of special note: Zhang was 
one of a handful of students worldwide who completed the year with a 
perfect 40 out of 40 points (and Clark was just one point behind with a 39). 

Although the team was invited to the international All-Star contest in 
California, they did not compete there because the contest took place over 
the same weekend as Pennington’s Prom. The national and international 
rankings will be announced shortly, but our team is expected
 to place within the top ten overall. 

A Math team and Computer Science team award 
ceremony was held during Community Meeting on 
Monday, May 1. Congratulations to all the participants!

G u i d a n c e

counselors cover all aspects 
of the admission process from 
filling out applications, to being 
interviewed, to writing the 
college essay. At the conclusion of 
the class, we host a college panel 
where current college/university 
deans, directors, and admissions 
professionals answer questions 
from their point of view and 
experience. The Pennington 
School’s College Guidance Office 
then organizes a college fair over 
two days where our students 
can meet and talk with college 
admissions representative from 
more than 140 colleges! 

During the senior year, students 
receive weekly one-on-one 
support from our counselors 
as they complete and submit 
applications to the schools of 
their choice. In addition, The 
Pennington School hosts several 
college representative visits on 
our campus daily throughout the 
fall. The office, in collaboration 
with several colleges and 
universities, also hosts several 
on-campus interviews for our 
seniors. 

Our college counselors strive 
to build genuine, honest 
relationships with students and 
their families and help empower 
students to direct their own 
lives. Communication among the 
students, parents, colleges, and 
the College Guidance Office is 
crucial to a successful outcome, 
and our doors are always open. 

At The Pennington School, 
we consider the heart of our 
college guidance program to be a 
student-centered process rather 
than a result, but we are certainly 
proud of our students and the 
schools they go on to attend after 
Pennington!

aMerican
coMPuter science league
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Top:  Alex Saltstein ’17 and Rudolph Zhang ’17
Middle: Rudolph Zhang ’17, Greg Teng ’19, Karen Zheng ’18, and
James Bao ’19
Bottom:  Alex Saltstein ’17, Jared Panson ’18, and Rudolph Zhang 
’17, Cathy Xu ’17, Greg Teng ’19, Chelsea Vickers ’17, Kim Bischoff 
’18, Kelly Clark ’17, Nick Micheletti ’18, Karen Zheng ’18, Jacob 
Essing ’18, and faculty advisor Len Leib
Missing from the photo: Roderick Gao ’17, Gi Luong ’17, LingXi 
Shang ’17, Phil Su ’17, Barrett Wong ’17,  Jamie Hofer ’18, 
James Bao’19, and Ben Robertson ’21
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The Horizon Senior Internship 
program matches seniors with 
monthlong projects and programs 
that represent the variety of interests 
and passions of the class. Internships 
are created at schools, hospitals, 
and many businesses (see list). This 
year, the Class of 2017 ventured to 
the deep seas of Belize, a wildlife 
sanctuary in Namibia, and the rivers 
of Idaho and Wyoming. They also 
continued to contribute to local 
organizations, including HomeFront, 
the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed 
Association, and Pennington’s Fire 
Company/First Aid Squad. The 
student who wasn’t passionate about 
a more traditional internship was able 
to design his or her own! Some of 
these projects included a Pennington 
School composting initiative, painting 
a beautiful mural outside the Dean of 
Students Office, and inventing a new 
video game. 

Some highlights:

S e n i o r  I n t e r n s h i p  P r o g r a mHorizon

1. chelsea Vickers 
Chelsea brought her love of history 
to her internship at the National 
Constitution Center, a first for the 
Horizon program. After volunteering at 
the Democratic National Convention, 
Chelsea was certain she wanted to 
intern in Philadelphia at the National 
Constitution Center. At the Center, 
she quickly became an expert on the 
signers of the Constitution in her role 
as a guide in Signers Hall, and she also 
offered presidential trivia in the main 
museum. 

2. Evan chan
Evan combined an interest in diving 
and environmental studies with a 
program in Belize, where he completed 
dive training for advanced open 
water; performed data collection 
while studying conch, lobster, and 
commercial fish; and worked on lionfish 
culling and dissection.
 
3. Joey Dev 
Joey worked as a firefighter and EMT for 
almost seven twelve-hour shifts and one 
twenty-four-hour shift. Being a basic 
firefighter/EMT requires a minimum of 
420 hours of training, but over the years 
and through the course of his internship 
Joey accumulated over 600 hours. 

4. Zonghao (roderick) Gao and 
Junquan (David) Zong
Roderick and David worked in 
Pennington’s Alumni and Development 
Office, where they reached out to lost 
alumni from all around the world and 
updated their contact information; 

worked on Alumni Weekend events; and 
produced a creative slideshow for the 
Pennington Scholarship Golf Classic silent 
auction. David helped design custom 
socks for the Golf Classic, and Roderick 
organized the LAX anniversary slideshow.

5. Jack Martinides
Jack went to Victor, ID, to attend the 
Western River Guide School to become a 
certified river fly-fishing guide. Fly-fishing 
has always been one of his passions, and 
he expects to be back there next summer. 
In this photo, Jack was able to take a 
break from guiding to catch a fish!

6. Sarah Benedith
Sarah worked with alumna Magda Yunque 
Santos ’04. Magda owns Magdalena 
Concepts, a silkscreening company 
in Brooklyn for clients worldwide that 
produces ethically made T-shirts. Sarah 
handled social media for the company 
and learned about entrepreneurship in 
fine arts. Magda has exhibited her work at 
the Silva Gallery. 

1

5

2 3

4 6
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7. Gabriella arata, liam Krivcov, Molly Mclaughlin, Shaan Patel 
For this year’s Shakesperience, a group of four seniors got together 
to create their own play from original Shakespeare texts, while also 
visiting local elementary schools to teach younger children about 
sonnets and Shakespeare. The play they constructed, entitled To Thine 
Own Self Be True, tells the tale of a father fighting with his daughter 
about whom the daughter should marry. Pennington’s troupe 
performed this show for a Shakesperience festival at Rider University 
and had much success there.

8. Ian Moini
Ian wanted to try on a leadership role at Pennington and do something 
for charity. He created and managed the Pennington Night of Miles, 
a one-mile run to raise money for HomeFront. Ian, a championship 
runner, had 150 people sign up to run the one mile. Held on the 
Pennington School track, the event raised $2,500 for HomeFront in 
its first year. Ian is hopeful that his Night of Miles will become a new 
Pennington running tradition.

9. Nyhsere Woodson
Nyhsere worked with the marketing team at Strongbridge Biopharma, 
a  pharmaceutical company in Bensalem Township, PA. He attended 
meetings with senior leadership, pitched an app idea, and helped 
with materials for patients and health care providers. Nyhsere learned 
as much as he could about the pharmaceutical and rare-disease 
industries. 

S e n i o r  I n t e r n s h i p  P r o g r a mHorizon Admission Office,
   The Pennington School
Alumni and Development 
   Office, The Pennington School 
Anthropologie, Princeton
Artist Alexander Asplundh 
   Smith ’10
Arts Department,
   The Pennington School 
Department of Athletics,
   Princeton University 
Belize Reef Conservation
Beyond Communication
Black Lives Matter
Brain Balance
The Bridge Academy
Bucks County Courthouse
Calkins Media
Cocina Del Sol
The Coffee Room
The College of New Jersey
Communications Office, 
   The Pennington School

7

9

8

coMPanies AND organizations 
THAT PARTICIPATED IN THIS YEAR’S 
PROGRAM

Lawrence Landscapes
Logan Media
Magdalena Concepts
N/a’an ku sê Wildlife 
   Sanctuary, Namibia
National Constitution Center
National Museum of the 
   Marine Corps
New England Black Wolves
New Jersey Athletic Club
Newark Beth Israel 
   Medical Center
Newtown Athletic Club
Next Level Soccer Academy
Opiary LLC
Overtime
Painted Oak Nature School
PEAC Performance
Pennington Fire Company
The Pennsylvania School of 
   the Performing Arts 
Philadelphia Phillies
Planning and Engineering, 
   Township of East Brunswick
Princeton Plasma Physics
   Laboratory
Princeton Sports and 
   Family Medicine
PureWow
Race for HomeFront, 
   The Pennington School
Remediation Specialists Inc.
Rock Brook School
RWJ University Hospital,
   Hamilton
Sandy Dog CrossFit
The Shakespeare Theatre 
   of New Jersey
Shakesperience, 
   The Pennington School
Simone Dance Studio
Special Olympics
Special Strides
Spire Group
Stafford Soccer Club
Stony Brook-Millstone
   Watershed
Strongbridge Biopharma
Susan Rosen Inc.
Sustainability Project, 
   The Pennington School
TRC Environmental 
   Corporation
Trenton Thunder
Video Production,
   The Pennington School
Voith and Mactavish 
   Architects, LLP
Washington Crossing 
   Animal Hospital
Whitman Pharmacy
The Whole Health Center 
World Cast Anglers Guide 
   School
Zoë

10

10. Emma Campisi and Josefina Costa 
Emma and Josefina decided they wanted to 
contribute a mural to our campus. School 
officials offered a unique location under 
the archway at the Admission entrance to 
Old Main. The students’ goal was to create 
a mural that represents “our wonderful 
community, incorporating everyone and 
every aspect of it.” They discovered the 
process was a lot more complicated than 
they originally expected; they learned 
about and had to work with wall texture, 
climate, and humidity, and therefore 
became knowledgeable about many kinds 
of materials. They loved working together 
and enjoyed the visitors who stopped by to 
encourage and follow their progress.

Computer Science Program, 
   The Pennington School
CPR Restoration
Cugino’s
Delaware County District 
   Attorney’s Office
Dotted Line Communications
Educational Testing Service
Department of Electrical 
   Engineering, Princeton
   University
The Eden School
Fenwick Hospitality Group
Friendwell Group
Fusion Fitness
Genewiz
Henry Street Studio
HiTops
HomeFront
Homrun
Ikon 5 Architects
Independent Wrestling 
   Federation, LLC
JBS Computing
Kalikhman & Rayz, LLC

If you are a Pennington alumnus interested in 
mentoring a student in the Horizon program, please contact 
Erin O’Connell at eoconnell@pennington.org.
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Thinking of joining the Pennington gathering 
in Hong Kong in November? Here is some 
information to inspire you; you’ll have a terrific 
time! We are offering our tentative itinerary so 
that you can make plans and even begin the 
process of booking your flights and hotel, and for 
coordinating with other travelers.

Director of Alumni Relations Jane Bott Childrey 
’89 will be on site in Hong Kong, and she can help 
coordinate your plans so you get the greatest 
satisfaction out of your visit. Let her know if 
you are considering the trip: jane.childrey@
pennington.org.

FriDAy, November 10 
registration and Welcome Dinner 
The Excelsior Hotel 
6:30 p.m. Cocktail Reception—Tott’s and Roof Terrace 
7:30 p.m. Dinner—Yee Tung Heen

SAturDAy, November 11 
9:00—10:00 a.m.  registration / Coffee break 
Skyping with former Pennington teachers
The Hong Kong Club, 1 Jackson Road
Central, Hong Kong

10:00—11:30 a.m. opening meeting
Welcome: Mr. Stephen Tan ‘73
State of the School Address: Dr. William S. Hawkey
and Chair of the Board Peter J. Tucci ‘79
The Hong Kong Club

12:00—2:00 p.m.  lunch—main Dining room
China Club, 13 / F, 2A Bank of China Tower
Des Voeux Road, Central 

2:00—3:00 p.m.  Alumni panel 
Library, China Club

6:30—9:30 p.m.  Cocktail reception, Dinner, and Closing event
Intercontinental Hotel, Tsim Sha Tsui 
18 Salisbury Road, Hong Kong (Kowloon side)

Pennington’s first overseas
weekend event for alumni and 

friends of the School!

tentative 
ProGraM oF EVENtS

HoNg KoNg 2017 Alumni Festival

planning committee: Howard Fang ’94, Rie Furuuchi ’93, Jae Heo 
’08, Kyoko Hiraoka ’95, Joo Ryung Kim ’90, Min-Soo Kim ‘99, Allen 
Liu ’99, John Park ’85, Stephen Tan ’73, Philip Yang ’85
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DEVELOPMENT News

The Pennington Fund is a source of unrestricted 
funding that allows Headmaster Bill Hawkey and our 
trustees the flexibility to respond to the School’s 
greatest needs and opportunities. The Pennington 
Fund supports many important aspects of Pennington 
today such as:

 • Athletics and the arts
 • Faculty salaries and professional   
     development 
 • Financial assistance for current students

This year the Pennington Fund had a successful year 
by surpassing its goal of $925,000 and raising more 
than $1,000,000. This would not be possible without 
the generous support of the Pennington community 
including alumni, parents, grandparents and friends. 

Thank you for making this year so special and for 
allowing our students to achieve individual excellence. 

Pennington Fund uPdate
A very SuCCeSSFul yeAr For tHe 
peNNiNgtoN FuND  
mAKiNg HiStory

PENNINGtoN FuND
Dollars raised 

Fy2016–17
*$1,000,036*
raised at press time

SuNDAy, November 12 
9:00—10:00 a.m.
breakfast with Headmaster Dr. William S. Hawkey
The Excelsior Hotel, 281 Gloucester Road 
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong

9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Golf 
Advanced reservations required with Jane Childrey ’89. 
Rental sets available.
The Hong Kong Golf Club, 19 Island Road
Deep Water Bay, Hong Kong

10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  Sightseeing and Shopping
Jane Childrey ’89 can assist with these 
arrangements on site.

moNDAy, November 13
9:00 a.m.   Day trips to Shenzhen or macau
Jane Childrey ’89 will be able to assist with these
arrangements.

Some other activities you might want to consider include 
shopping for antiques, jade, or custom-made clothing and 
sightseeing at a dazzling array of sites. Jane Childrey ’89 
can offer suggestions for any of these, and much more.

For more information about hotels, flights, and more, please 
contact Jane at jane.childrey@pennington.org or by phone 
at 609–737–6144.

tentative 
ProGraM oF EVENtS
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BaccalaureateThe SECOND of JUNE two thousand and seventeen
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Baccalaureate
a n d  S e n i o r  D i n n e r
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J u n e  3 ,  2 0 17

CommenCement
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CommenCement

COMMENCEMENT 2017
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M i d d l e  S c h o o l

Graduation
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First in Scholarship 
Grade 8 Valedictorian:
   Sophia Cano
Grade 8 Salutatorian:
   Trinity Pryor
Grade 7: Daisy Hutnik 
Grade 6: Elena Nechay 
 
Math Award 
Grade 8: Yang Xia 
Grade 7: Sydney Shah 
Grade 6: Nikolas Chase
 
Science Award 
Grade 8: Minghao Li
   and Sophia Kavulich
Grade 7: Jonathan Eaton 
Grade 6: Kate Coakley
 
Humanities Award 
Grade 6: Elena Nechay
   and Gracen Ward 

English Award 
Grade 8: Corinne Coakley 
   and Maddie Saltstein
Grade 7: Miami Celentana
   and Daisy Hutnik
 
Social Studies Award 
Grade 8: Danielle Bancroft
Grade 7: Lorenzo Amico 

Latin Award 
Grade 8: Trinity Pryor
Grade 7: Kurt Kennedy, 
Miami Celentana, and 
   Ariana Colner 
Grade 6: Zoe Eaton and 
   Elena Nechay

French Award
Grade 8: Trinity Pryor

German Award
Grade 8: Benjamin Eckerson

Spanish Award
Grade 8: Corinne Coakley

Artorama Award 
Grade 8: Chloe Zirk
Grade 7: Maxwell Close and 
   Lucinda Harding 
Grade 6: Christopher Lee
 
Music Award 
Grade 8: William Thompson
Grade 7: Jailun Cui 
Grade 6: Elena Sperry-
   Fernandez
 

2016–17 MIDDLE SCHOOL
END-OF-YEAR AWARDS
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Graduation

Citizenship Award 
Grade 8: Danielle Bancroft
   and Sophia Cano
Grade 7: Ariana Colner 
   and Jonathan Eaton 
Grade 6: Patrick Riley, Jonah 
   Heimann, and Kate
   Coakley 

Most Improved Award 
Grade 8: Alessia Scanlan
Grade 7: Scott Caponi 
Grade 6: Drayton Kolaras 
   and Nadia Espinoza

Academic Perseverance 
Award 
Grade 8: Shealyn Tirendi
Grade 7: Stephanie Balerna 
Grade 6: Jacob Ernst 

Middle School 
Stephen Crane Writing 
Contest Winners 
Essay
First: Emily Moses 
Second: William Thompson

Short Fiction
First: Daisy Hutnik
Second: Mateo Lopez-Castro

Poetry
First: Zoe Eaton
Second: Lucinda Harding
Third: Kate Coakley 

Awards for Involvement 
in the Middle School Play 
Golden Coat Hanger Award: 
   Mary Grace Van Cleef 
Excellence in Costume Crew:
   Olivia Lodgek
Red Raider in Costume Crew: 
    Stephanie Balerna
Excellence in Middle School 
   Play: 
   Christabelle Henderson 
Red Raider Award: 
   Holland Kennedy
Red Raider in Tech Crew: 
   Benjamin Eckerson and 
   Maxwell Close  

Odyssey of the Mind Awards 
Elliot Overhiser and 
   Sydney Shah 
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1950s 
Reunions: Classes of ’52 and ’57
Elliot Smith ’50 reports that he is able to stay in touch with 
Michael Lehrman ’50, and they came to campus together 
for Alumni Weekend. He also spoke with Dave Brashears 
’50, who is wanting to come back to campus, and had a 
great lunch with him and his daughter Claudette in NYC 
several months ago. Art Hirshey ’50 is looking forward to 
coming back to campus in the near future if he can catch 
a ride with another alumnus in the area. Elliot also reports 
that Richard Hoelz ’50 rides his motorcycle some 200 miles 
every weekend! 

1960s 
Reunions: Classes of ’62 and ’67
John Biddiscombe ’63 says that serving as president of the 
Alumni Association has afforded him the opportunity to 
renew connections with classmates and with alumni whom 
he coached during the time that he was a faculty member. 
He hopes that others will reach out to him with suggestions 
on how the Alumni Association can best serve our graduates. 
John and Gail will spend their summer at their home in 
Belgrade, ME, and invite alumni traveling to Maine this 
summer to stop by and say hello.

David and Noah Hopwood Pennington connections at the wedding of David Mesrobian ‘01 and Anne Coxe. Seated, from left: Faculty 
member and mother of the groom Melissa Kiser P’01, David, Anne, and former faculty members Betty Anne and 
Michael Winkler; standing: Rush Seale ‘01, DJ Kleinbaum ‘01, Steven Bogden ‘01, and James Buchanan ‘01.

classN o t e s
1980s 
Reunions: Classes of ’82 and ’87
Aaron Usiskin ’87 is pleased to report that his son, Mark, 
will be attending Pennington in the fall as a freshman and 
his daughter, Harper, will be starting her second year at 
Pennington as a sophomore. 

Jane Bott Childrey ’89 is excited about her daughter Lexi’s 
coming to Pennington in the fall. Her daughter Lily went to 
China for three weeks with Pennington and studied at the 
Chinese Academy of Fine Arts and then stayed with a friend 
for a few days before returning home. Jane’s son, Ian, is 
spending the summer at Pennington doing the fun camps on 
campus.

Kevin Hopwood ’89 and his wife, Elizabeth, had their 
second baby boy on January 10, 2017. David is now a big 
brother to Noah. 

1990s 
Reunions: Classes of ’92 and ’97
Matthew Karczewski ’91 has released a new video for his 
hit song “I Love These Days.” You can check out his music on 
his website: http://matthewk.co/.
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CLASS Notes

Antoinette Borromeo ’92 and her family have relocated to 
the Hopewell area and are excited to be close to home and 
Pennington again. They will be searching for a new home 
while residing temporarily with her parents. 

Coltrane Stansbury ’92 gave the keynote address at the 
graduation ceremony for the Edward J. Bloustein School of 
Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers University in New 
Brunswick, NJ, on May 13, 2017.

2000–2009 
Reunions: Classes of ’02 and ’07
David Mesrobian ’01 was married to Anne English Elliott 
Coxe on Saturday, April 29, in Jacksonville, FL. It was a 
Pennington affair with Steven Bogden ’01 and Rush Seale 
’01 as best men; Jim Buchanan ’01 was a reader in the 
ceremony; and DJ Kleinbaum ’01 flew in from California 
to attend. In addition to David’s parents, John Mesrobian 
P’01 and faculty member Lissa Kiser P’01, Paul and Beverly 
Bogden P’01 and former faculty members Mike and Betty 
Anne Winkler were in attendance. David and Anne are both 
lawyers in New York City and live in Brooklyn with their 
rescue dog, Charlie. 

Jaclyn Immordino ’03 and Christopher Wollett were 
married in West Windsor, NJ, on October 15, 2016. The 
Rev. Alex C. “Chuck” Coblentz, former Pennington School 
chaplain, performed the ceremony; Kate Castranova Kehoe 
’03 and Caroline Tuttle ’04 were bridesmaids; and Ashley 
Sanders Blenk ’04 and faculty member Melissa Kiser P’01 
were among those attending. Jackie was recently promoted 

Pictured (from left) at the wedding of Jaclyn Immordino ’03 and Christopher Wollett: The Rev. 
Chuck Coblentz, Ashley Sanders Blenk ’04, Chris, Jackie, Caroline Tuttle ’04, Kate Castranova 
Kehoe ’03, and Melissa Kiser P’01

classN o t e s

to manager for engagement and administrative services in 
Princeton University’s Office of Human Resources.

Oluwarotimi “Ro” Adesina ’04 came to campus to speak 
with Pennington’s Applied Science Certificate Program 
students about his journey to become a pediatrician and his 
volunteer service in his community. Ro finished his residency 
this year and began work at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP). 

Ryan O’Connor ’04 came to campus to speak with 
Pennington’s Applied Science Certificate Program students 
about his career in civil engineering. He is currently living 
in Maryland with his wife, Cory, and their one-year-old son, 
Eamon.  

Jesal Trivedi ’07 is working at a wellness company, Aduri, 
where they are creating meditation products (pods and 
platforms) to provide cost-effective solutions for corporations 
to complement their mindfulness training efforts to facilitate 
employee wellness. “Our products are designed to help 
simplify meditation to enhance and augment the benefits we 
can get from it,” Jesal explains. He also came to speak with 
Pennington’s Applied Science Certificate Program students 
this past spring about being an entrepreneur in the technical 
field.

Rachel Haag ’08 married Edward Belk in a beautiful 
ceremony at The Manor House in Littleton, CO, on August 
6, 2016. Casey Ramirez ’08 was her maid of honor, and 
Nathan Haag ’10, her brother, was a groomsman. Rachel 
and Eddie live in Denver, where Rachel works as an assets 

TPS faculty members Scott and Laura Doughty met Dear Evan 
Hansen actor Michael Lee Brown ‘11 (center) on stage at the 
Music Box Theater in New York City in February. 
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Hope MacKenzie ’13, Michelle Heo ’13, and  Masoma Imasogie ’13

CLASS Notes

Marcellus Morris ’15 and his mom caught up with faculty member Judy Rossi and 
Gary Rossi over dinner.

protection business partner for the Target Corporation, 
covering the state of CO. Eddie works as a logistics broker. 
They are both graduates of the University of Redlands in CA.

Paige Scharite ’09, a history teacher at the Purnell School, 
applied to teach at the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 
History Summer Teacher Seminars and was accepted to offer 
The Age of Lincoln at Oxford University in Oxford, England. 
This course examines Lincoln’s life, slavery in the Old South, 
religion and politics, wartime leadership, and emancipation.

Lindsey Smart ’09 married Pat Fox this past September at 
Grace Estate Winery. Lindsey’s sister, Lauren Smart ’07, was 
the maid of honor, and Kelsey Greener ’09, Natasha Nayar 
’09, Rita Caufield ’09, and Adriana DeCervantes ’09 were 
bridesmaids.

2010–2016 
Reunions: Classes of ’12 and ’17
After filling in for Pennington art teacher Caroline Hall 
during her maternity leave, Zander Asplundh-Smith ’10 
traveled to Thailand to visit his cousin before returning to 
New York. In May he was a mentor for a senior art student in 
the Horizon Senior Internship program at Pennington.

Michael Brown ’11 is performing in the NYC Broadway 
musical Dear Evan Hansen. 

Christina Boyle ’12 graduated from Fairfield University last 
year with a degree in information systems and is pursuing 
a master’s degree in information systems and technology 
management at the University of Delaware. She will be 
graduating in May 2018 and is currently working as a 
teaching assistant at UD for an information systems class. 

This summer she will be working at Chubb in Philadelphia 
as a cybersecurity intern. Christina also studied abroad in 
Florence, Italy, in the summer of 2014. 

Marisa Kaplan ’12 is completing her first year as a master’s 
degree candidate in New York University’s program in 
classical vocal performance with an advanced certificate in 
vocal pedagogy. As an adjunct NYU faculty member, Marisa 
instructs a vocal studio of undergraduate students. She earned 
her bachelor of arts degree in psychology and theatre from 
Franklin & Marshall College in 2016. This summer she is 
excited to be a part of the Manhattan Opera Studio and looks 
forward to a July performance at Carnegie Hall!

Amanda Dafonte ’15 was named captain for the Middlebury 
College Women’s soccer team for the 2017 fall season.

Share your news and pictures for the next magazine, 
and subscribe to the new alumni e-newsletter The Porch 
by contacting Jane Bott Childrey ’89 at jane.childrey@
pennington.org

The wedding party of Rachel Haag ’08 and Edward Belk in beautiful Littleton, CO.
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With sadness we remember the following members of the Pennington community who died or of whose death we 
learned since the publication of our last magazine:

Joseph A. Schermerhorn ’49
David S. Graham ’50
Walter R. Mallery ’60 
Robert W. Smith ’61 
Harlan M. Floom ‘64 
Michael P. Geary ’78
Linda Peterson S’81 
Alan Schragger P’89 

Paul R. Wojciechowski P’94
Brad C. Gilleo ’99
Patricia Sliker GP’02 
Margaret Alito GP’09
Mary Gelsomino GP’10 ’14
Nino Gelsomino GP’10 ’14
Kathleen Formoso P’13
Thomas L. Horsley GP’14 ’16 ’18 

P–Parent; GP–Grandparent; S–Spouse; FF–Former Faculty; FTS–Former Trustee Spouse

In Memoriam 

John Kovalcik GP’15 ’18 ’19
Ruben Amaro GP’17 ’20
Todd S. Harris P’19
Kathleen M. Bennett FF  
Caroline B. Cressman Riggs FF
Lucile Sayre FTS
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s e n i o r A w a r d s
The Headmaster’s Award for 
Scholarship
Valedictorian: Kelly Clark 
Salutatorian: Yunfang Xiao

The Headmaster’s Award to the 
Best All-Around Student 
Isabelle Celentano and 
Derek Gimbel

The William E. Long Award to the 
Senior Boy Making the Greatest 
Contribution to Pennington School 
Athletics
Derek Gimbel

The Brigid Kilfoyle ’91 Memorial 
Award to the Senior Girl Making 
the Greatest Contribution to 
Pennington School Athletics 
Tara Hessenthaler

The Capria DeVenuto ’04 Award to 
the Most Outstanding and Devoted 
Swimmer 
Nina Fitzgerald

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in English
Chelsea Vickers

The Pennington School Stephen 
Crane Writing Contest Award for 
Short Story
Isabelle Celentano

The Pennington School Award for 
Excellence in Spanish
Madelyn Levine

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in French
Siyi Li

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in German
Kathleen Seiler

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in Latin
Kelly Clark

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in Chinese
Kate Michaelson

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in Mathematics
Gerrit Crater

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in Science
Kelly Clark

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in History
Lingxi Shang

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in Religion
Gabriella Arata

The Pennington School Award 
to the Senior Excelling in 
Technology 
Alexander Saltstein

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in Journalism 
Chelsea Vickers

The Pennington School Award 
to the Senior Excelling in 
Instrumental Performance
Siyi Li

The Pennington School Award 
to the Senior Excelling in Vocal 
Performance
Isabella Iorio

The Pennington School Award 
to the Senior Excelling in Video 
Production 
Colin Schostak

The G. Arthur Campbell Award for 
Distinctive Service in Drama 
Isabella Iorio and Molly McLaughlin

The William Mastrosimone ’66 
Award for Excellence in Writing and 
Directing an Original Play
William Cromarty, Liam Krivcov, 
Carolyn McWhirter, and 
Elizabeth Paige

The Pennington School Award for 
Continued Excellence in Theatrical 
Performance
Scott Meggitt and Josephine Sheeran

The Kersey Award for the Student 
Showing Most Promise in Visual Art
Emma Campisi and Colin Schostak

The Pennington School Award for 
the Senior Excelling in Photography
Thomas Scanlan

The Pennington School Award to 
the Senior Excelling in Sculpture 
and Ceramics
Marjorie Long

The Pennington School Award for 
Peer Leadership
Julia Santoro

The Charles G. Bennett ’59 
Memorial Award for School Spirit
John Martinides and Scott Meggitt

The Pennington School Award for 
International Citizenship 
Siyi Li and Haochen Zhang

The Pennington School Award 
to the Senior Outstanding in 
Volunteer Service
Isabelle Celentano and 
Jyotirmoy Dev

The Monique Visser ’88 Memorial 
Award to the Girl Who Has Most 
Improved the Quality of Life at 
Pennington
Elizabeth Paige

The Pennington School 
Award to the Senior Who Has 
Shown the Most Noticeable 
Improvement  
Junquan Zong

The M. James Coyle Award to the 
student who has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership, advocacy, 
and dedication to furthering an 
understanding of the strengths 
associated with learning disabilities
Alexandra Zahn

The Pennington School Award for 
Outstanding Citizenship
Chynna Stallworth and 
Gerrit Crater

The Gateway Prize to the seniors 
who best exemplify Pennington’s 
core values of honor, virtue, and 
humility
Nicole Adabunu
Annie Brunner
Carolyn McWhirter
Dominic Morency
Thomas Reilly
Nyhsere Woodson

CUM LAUDE SOCIETY
Fall 2016 Inductees:
Annie Brunner
Isabelle Celentano
Kelly Clark
Nina Fitzgerald
Zonghao Gao

Ian Gregg
Madelyn Levine
Siyi Li
Dominic Morency
Chelsea Vickers
Yunfang Xiao

Spring 2017 Inductees: 
Emma Campisi 
Gerrit Crater 
Devon Duch 
Derek Gimbel
Tara Hessenthaler 
Jenna Krause 
Alexander Saltstein 
Lingxi Shang
Sophia Song
Xin Wen Xu
Haochen Zhang

GLOBAL STUDIES 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
2017 Graduates:
Gabriella Arata
Emma Campisi
Alexandra Cantaffa
Isabelle Celentano
Evan Chan
Jyotirmoy Dev
Jacob Feldstein
Zonghao Gao
Tara Hessenthaler
Liam Keenan
Sean Kelly
Jenna Krause
Liam Krivcov
Michelle Lazzaro
Carolyn McWhirter
Nicholas Osagie
Elizabeth Paige
Kyra Quilty
Thomas Reilly
Colin Schostak
Kathleen Seiler
Noah Silverman
Sophia Song
Chynna Stallworth
Phillip Su
Xin Wen Xu

APPLIED SCIENCE 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
2017 Graduates:
Kelly Clark
Gerrit Crater
Thomas Reilly
Alexander Saltstein
Phillip Su
Barrett Wong
Haochen Zhang



members of pennington’s Class of 2017 will be attending the following colleges: 

University of Alabama; American University (4); Amherst College (2); Austin College; Boston University (2); Brown University; 
University of California, Berkeley; University of California, Riverside; University of Chicago; Clemson University; Colby College; 
Colorado State University; Connecticut College; Cornell University; University of Delaware; University of Denver; Dickinson 
College (4); Drew University; Drexel University (3); Elon University (2); Franklin & Marshall College (3); Georgetown University; 
Gettysburg College; Hampton University; Hobart and William Smith Colleges; Ithaca College (2); Johns Hopkins University; La Salle 
University; Lafayette College (2); Lehigh University; Loyola University, Maryland; Marist College (2); Marshall University; University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst; Middlebury College; Montclair State University; Muhlenberg College; University of New Haven; New 
York University (3); University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Northeastern University (2); Ohio State University; Pace University, New 
York City; Pennsylvania State University, Abington; Pennsylvania State University, College Park (2); Providence College (2); Purdue 
University; Rhodes College; Rochester Institute of Technology; Roger Williams University; Rowan University; Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick (4); Savannah College of Art and Design; School of Visual Arts; University of South Carolina; Stevens Institute of 
Technology; Stockton University; Syracuse University (3); Temple University (2); Tufts University; Union College, New York; University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville (2); University of Utah; Vanderbilt University; University of Vermont (2); Villanova University; University of 
Virginia; Virginia Tech; Wake Forest University; Washington University in St. Louis; Wellesley College; Wesleyan University
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