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PENNINGTON, N.J., November 14 --- The Pennington School welcomed Dr. Niall McCann as a 
guest speaker on Tuesday, November 14, as part of the School’s 2016–17 Stephen Crane Lecture 
Series. McCann was born in Victoria, Canada, into a family of adventurers and grew up in 
Shropshire, England. He studied zoology at the University of Bristol and recently completed his 
Ph.D. at Cardiff University, studying Baird’s tapir, the largest mammal in the Neotropics and one of 
the most threatened species in all of the Americas. 
 
McCann has dedicated his life to seeking out adventure in the natural world. He has spent more than 
two years on expeditions on six continents. His first major expedition came in 2000, when, at the 
age of 18, he spent one month cycling in the Himalayas with his father and a friend, crossing the 
Khunjerab Pass, the highest paved pass in the world. McCann has since cycled the highest road in 
the world, canoed the River Yukon, mountaineered in the Alps and Greenland, and gone rock 
climbing in Europe and the USA. In 2007, McCann rowed across the Atlantic Ocean from La 
Gomera in the Canary Islands to Antigua in the Caribbean. This expedition was followed in 2009 by 
a successful attempt to man-haul on skis across Greenland. 
 
McCann made his television debut in 2011 with the PBS documentary “Lost in the Amazon: The 
Enigma of Col. Percy Fawcett,” which aired on the History Channel in the U.K. As a result of the 
success of this documentary, which won two international awards, he landed a six-part wildlife 
adventure series, “Biggest and Baddest,” with Animal Planet Canada and National Geographic 
Wild. As a zoologist, McCann specializes in working with endangered species and has conducted 
research in the U.K., Italy, Mauritius, Bolivia, Namibia, Guyana, and Honduras. He has spent more 
than 21 months living and working in remote and challenging parts of the world and is actively 
engaged in ongoing conservation projects in Honduras, Nepal, and Guyana, where he has been 
instrumental in establishing a wildlife preserve. He is also a Fellow of the Royal Geographical 
Society. 
 

The Pennington School is an independent coeducational school for students in grades 6 through 12, 
in both day and boarding programs. The curriculum is college preparatory, with an emphasis 
individual excellence, fostering the development of the whole student through academics, athletics, 
community service, and the creative and performing arts. Questions can be directed to Director of 
Speaker Programming Amelia Becker at abecker@pennington.org. 
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Caption for photo: Dr. Niall McCann spoke at The Pennington School on Monday, November 
14. 

 


