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PENNINGTON, N.J., October 4 --- The Pennington School welcomed author Loung Ung, a 
survivor of the Cambodian genocide, as a guest speaker on Tuesday, October 4. Ung was the first 
speaker of the School’s 2016-17 Stephen Crane Lecture Series. 
One of seven children of a high-ranking government official, Ung lived a privileged life in the 
Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh until the age of five. Then, in April 1975, Pol Pot’s Khmer 
Rouge army stormed into the city, forcing Ung’s family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. 
Among the victims of one of the bloodiest genocides of the twentieth century were Ung’s parents, 
two sisters, and twenty other relatives. She was trained as a child soldier in a work camp for 
orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and those who survived the horrors would not be 
reunited until the Khmer Rouge was destroyed. Harrowing yet hopeful, her story is an unforgettable 
account of a family shaken and shattered, yet sustained by courage and love in the face of 
unspeakable brutality. 
Ung is the author of First They Killed My Father , soon to be released as a film directed by Angelina 
Jolie. She has also been an activist since 1993, advocating to end violence against women both in 
the U.S. and internationally. She expanded her activism in 2013 as one of the writers of the 
groundbreaking film Girl Rising . 
“Activism is a muscle,” she said. “The more we exercise it, the stronger it grows.” 
The Pennington School is an independent coeducational school for students in grades 6 through 12, 
in both day and boarding programs. The curriculum is college preparatory, with an emphasis on 
individual excellence, fostering the development of the whole student through academics, athletics, 
community service, and the creative and performing arts. 
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Caption for photo: Author Loung Ung spoke at The Pennington School on Tuesday, October 
4, 2016. 

 


