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 FEBRUARY 
 14: Stephen Crane Lecture Series:
   Nyle Fort  
MARCH 
 1–4: Winter Musical: Footloose 
 11: Odyssey of the Mind Regional 
  Tournament 
 13–27: Spring Break

     APRIL 
 7: Middle School Community Day
 11: Stephen Crane Lecture Series: 
  Carson Kressley
 21: Grandparents Day
 23: Spring Concert 
 27–29: Spring Play
 27: Pennington Giving Day
 28: Upper School Community Day

     MAY 
 11–13: Middle School Play
 19–20: Alumni Weekend
 19: 30 Years of LAX Celebration
     
         JUNE
 2: Baccalaureate and 
  Senior /Parent Dinner
 3: Upper School Commencement 
 8: Middle School Graduation
 12: Annual Scholarship Golf   
  Classic 
 26: Summer Programs begin 

UPCOMINGE v e n t s  2 0 1 7

SAVE the 
DATE!

ALUMNI
WEEKEND
MAY 19–20 2017
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2016 C o n v o c a t i o n

Highlights of remarks from Dr. Hawkey 
       at Convocation on September 9, 2016

I hope you will agree with me that the academic classrooms that greeted 
students this September are absolutely first-rate and inspirational spaces. 
The design of the Yen building, with its openness, natural light, and 
collaborative spaces, helped to inform the renovation work in Stainton 

Hall as we redesigned the Middle School home and the new home for our math 
and computer science classes. A new makerspace on the second floor provides 
students with both design space and hands-on working room for them to express 
their creativity and understanding of design problems.

The design features that we all enjoyed last spring in Yen are also revealed in 
the newly refurbished library and student center (thank you to the Parents 
Association for making this happen), the new Admission suite of offices in Old 
Main, classrooms in the lower level of Old Main, and the new link between Old 
Main and the dining hall. All of these renovations and building projects have 
come to fruition through the collective participation, support, and feedback from 
trustees, faculty and staff, and parents and students. 

As much as we have been intentional with building academic spaces for our 
students and teachers, we have also been intentional with those whom we have 
invited to join this close-knit community. Each of our new students for this 
school year demonstrated some outstanding attribute or potential. We believe 
them all to be virtuous, honorable, and humble, which have been the guiding 
School values at Pennington for over 175 years. Among our 127 new students, 
there are 22 countries represented, 17 different languages spoken, and 13 known 
religious affiliations. The total number of countries represented on our campus 
now is 30, and we are delighted by this diversity of backgrounds and cultures.

I
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CONVOCATION 2016

Equally important, Pennington students demonstrate attributes 
like social maturity, empathy, humanitarianism, curiosity and 
engagement in learning, kindness in their interactions with peers, or 
extending a helping hand to those who are less fortunate. My wife’s 
Grandma Bella used to say, “It’s nice to be important, but it’s more 
important to be nice.” These are truly words to live by. I am proud to 
say that Pennington students are well known for being nice, caring, 
and inclusive young people.

At Pennington, we are concerned with the development of our 
students’ thought processes, specifically with how they approach 
questions and how they solve problems. We strive to have our 
students think critically about what they read, write, see, and hear, 
with encouragement along the way to consider various points of 
view and to suspend judgment until all sides of an issue have been 
presented. And through this process, we help our students develop 
a healthy respect for argument and reason. Virtues like integrity, 
honor, truthfulness, and justice are all ways of thinking and acting 
which we hope to impart and refine in this journey of education that 
we take together. 

At a time in our history when politics takes center stage; civil 
unrest creates division in neighborhoods, towns, and cities across 
the country; international refugees seek peace and asylum; and 
terrorism looms in the back of our minds, we need to offer a 
safe community here to be able to have thoughtful and honest 
conversations about those things that have an impact on our lives 
and our way of life. I believe that Pennington can be a model for 
other communities on how we engage with each other on a variety 
of subjects from a variety of points of view. We want our students to 
realize their positive impact upon the world.

www.pennington.org 3
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HOMECOMINGW e e k e n d  2 0 1 6

1. 2016 Homecoming Court 

2. Alumni catching up at the Reunion 
Row “Brews and Barbecue” fire pit

3. Kristy Tan Neckowicz ’81, Stephen 
Willis ’81, and Tom Chiodi ’81 

4. The Faculty band rocked it for the 
All-Alumni party on Saturday night.

5. The Class of 2006, winner of the 
“Battle for the Bus,” gathered at 
the “Brews and Barbecue” party to 
celebrate their ten-year reunion.

6. Robert Harman ’76 

7. Kate Quilty Bowman ’03 

8. Dick Sharrett ’46  
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9.   Alumni gathered near Corson House at 
the All-Alumni party; the gorgeous weather 
encouraged groups to sit outside.

10.  The football stands were packed with 
fans watching the Pennington Red Raiders’ 
victory. 

11.  Daughters of Kim Tinari-Shore ’89 with 
Dr. Hawkey

12.  Chad Bridges ’96 with his family at his 
induction into the Athletic Hall of Fame

13.  The Girls’ Swim Team of 2002 was 
inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame.

HOMECOMING

14.  Mike Pearl ’61 was inducted into the 
Athletic Hall of Fame.

15.  Red Raider Football vs. Montclair 
Kimberley Academy

16.  Class of 1996 at the All-Alumni party 
Saturday night; from left to right:
 
Tim Sheridan 
Turner Simplice Gray
Nancy Bernard 
Sara Falkenstein-Suarez
Hakeem Reynolds 
Chad Bridges 
Atif Crawford 
Jay Grupinski
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Former Dean Paul Hausmann and his 
wife, Carla, joined the enthusiastic 
group. In total we had 28 in attendance, 
and many people stayed on or around 
campus all weekend, enjoying the 
various festivities. There were several 
highlights of the weekend. Roger 
Feldenheimer ’66 worked with the 
Alumni Office to pair wines from his 
fine personal collection with special 
dishes from the fantastic dinner 
prepared for the 50th Reunion dinner 
by a local establishment, Emily’s Café. 
Roger took such joy in sharing his 
special collection with his classmates, 
and everyone thoroughly appreciated 
the special attention that was paid to 
this gathering. The Class of ’66 took 
time to remember their classmate Bob 
Sekva, who died in Vietnam and could 

50th R e u n i o n

The 50th Reunion for 
Pennington’s Class 
of 1966 was filled 
with excitement. 
Alumni came from 
Florida, California, 
and Wisconsin, to 
name just a few of the 
states represented. 
Many alumni had not 
seen each other since 
graduation. 

not be here with them. He was with 
them in spirit as Bob Burroughs shared 
an amazing account about how Sekva 
had saved someone else’s life while 
sacrificing his own. A true hero.

Saturday began with the Headmaster’s 
brunch, tours of the new and newly 
renovated buildings, and a wonderful 
presentation by classmate and 
playwright Bill Mastrosimone. Bill 
has been a cherished participant at 
Pennington for many years as a speaker 
and mentor, but this was his first 
Homecoming. He delighted the crowd 
of students, alumni, and friends with 
stories of his journey from Pennington 
student, to pre-med college student, 
to risking it all to become a writer. 
Bill brought Carla Hausmann to tears 

as he announced that his next book 
was dedicated to his former dean of 
students, Paul Hausmann. Headmaster 
Bill Hawkey and Chair of the Board 
Peter Tucci ’79 then presented Bill 
Mastrosimone with the highest alumni 
honor at the end of his talk, awarding 
him the Order of the Tower.

As if the day couldn’t get any grander, 
the weather was warm and sunny, 
setting Pennington up for a football 
win against Montclair Kimberley. After 
football, the Class of ’66 headed to the 
Headmaster’s residence, Corson House, 
for the All-Alumni party —where they 
closed out the night enjoying each 
other’s company one last time. Until 
next year!
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HOMECOMING Weekend

The Honorable John S. Kuhlthau graduated from Princeton 
University in 1958 and attended Drew University 
Theological School and Rutgers University Law School, 
where he earned his J.D. degree. He was admitted to the 
bar in 1963. Now, he serves on the board of the United 
Methodist Church at New Brunswick, NJ, and is the 
president of the board of trustees of the Wesley Foundation 
at Princeton University.

Kuhlthau is a retired judge of the Superior Court of New 
Jersey, a diligent trustee, and a generous donor who initiated 
and promoted a scholarship in honor of the Rev. Dr. Charles 
Sayre, which now has more than $600K in the fund. In 
addition, he recently started a new scholarship in honor of 
former Bishop Fred Corson. Kuhlthau secured approval and 
support from Bishop Schol, and he is actively promoting the 
scholarship to selected churches in the Conference.
In addition to his leadership support for financial aid, 
Kuhlthau has contributed to the Pennington Fund every 
year since he joined the board in 2003.

The Order of the Tower recognizes alumni, teachers, 
or friends for outstanding service to The Pennington 
School or to the wider community. The 2016 
recipients are the Honorable John S. Kuhlthau and 
William Mastrosimone ’66.

ORDER OF THE TOWER
THE HONORABLE JOHN S. KUHLTHAU
WILLIAM MASTROSIMONE ’66

Emmy-winning playwright William Mastrosimone 
graduated from Pennington in 1966, then went on to receive 
a graduate degree in playwriting from Mason Gross School 
of the Arts, Rutgers University. 

His 2002 play Bang Bang You’re Dead, for which he received 
two Daytime Emmy awards, has been available on the 
internet so that schools can download and perform 
it for free. Among Mastrosimone’s other plays are The 
Woolgatherer, Shivaree, The Afghan Women, Tamer of Horses, 
and Cat’s Paw. He wrote the drama Extremities as well as 
the screenplay for its film adaptation, and the movie The 
Beast is based upon his play Nanawatai. He has written 
for television, as well: he was writer and producer for the 
television movie Benedict Arnold: A Question of Honor and 
was co-executive producer of the miniseries Into the West, 
for which he also wrote three of the six episodes.

Mastrosimone has used his award-winning talents to benefit 
many students at The Pennington School over the years. 
He continually steps forward to speak to drama classes 
and senior seminars, conducts workshops, and serves as 
a mentor with the Horizon senior internship program. 
When he has a new play being performed, he ensures that 
Pennington students have tickets. He critiques, inspires, 
and creates with students to help them see their gifts and 
talents.

Nominations for the Order of the Tower are taken from 
the School community and presented to the Board of 
Directors of the Alumni Association. After careful review, 
the Board of Directors of the Alumni Association makes 
the recommendation for this award to the School’s Board 
of Trustees. The 2017 Tower Award will be presented at 
Homecoming in October 2017.
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The Pennington School has 
welcomed twelve new members 
to its faculty this year. They are 
Candelaria Arrieta, Kathryn Quilty 
Bowman, Rachel Cooper, Jessica 
Douglass, Alexandra B. Elling, Judy 
Szanto Kutin, Dana Liebmann, Emily 
Mervis, Elysia C. Price, Katelyn 
Steakin, Scott Vogel, and Davie C. 
W. Yarborough. In addition, three 
educators, Christine Altomari, 
Marjorie Bartlet, and Gregory 
Massara, are long-term substitutes 
for teachers on maternity leave.

A native of Colombia, Candelaria 
Arrieta is teaching Spanish in 
Pennington’s World Languages 
Department and in the School’s 
Edmund V. Cervone Center for 
Learning. She holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Fairleigh Dickinson University 
and is currently pursuing a master’s 
degree in advanced teaching of Spanish 
at Rutgers. She has taught Spanish at 
Immaculata high School in Somerville 
and at Cedar Hill Prep School in 
Somerset and was a long-term substitute 
teacher of Spanish at Hunterdon Central 
High School in Flemington. 

Kate Quilty Bowman, a 2003 graduate 
of The Pennington School, has returned 
to teach communication skills in 
the Cervone Center for Learning. A 
graduate of Chapman University with 
a bachelor’s degree in communication 
studies, she also holds a master’s degree 
in education, counseling, and guidance 
from Point Loma Nazarene University. 
She has previously taught and been a 
school counselor in Montessori schools 
and was an inclusion support teacher 

at High Tech Middle School in Chula 
Vista, Calif.

Rachel Cooper has joined the 
mathematics faculty at Pennington. She 
has a B.S. degree in civil engineering 
from the University of Delaware and 
an M.S. degree from Saint Joseph’s 
University’s School of Education. Her 
career includes teaching positions at 
independent schools in Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut, and, 
most recently, five years at the Hun 
School of Princeton. 

Jessica Douglass teaches 
communication skills in the Cervone 
Center. A graduate of Haverford 
College with a bachelor’s degree 
in philosophy, she did graduate 
work at the University of Chicago 
and then earned a Master of Social 
Service degree from the Bryn Mawr 
Graduate School of Social Work and 

Social Research. She is a licensed 
social worker and has also worked in 
independent school admissions and in 
marketing. 

Alexander B. Elling is teaching 
mathematics. She is a 2016 graduate 
of Lafayette College in Easton, Pa., 
where she earned a B.A. degree in 
mathematics and served as a high 
school mathematics tutor in nearby 
Phillipsburg, N.J., throughout. She was 
a member of the Lafayette chapter of Pi 
Mu Epsilon, the national mathematics 
honor society. 

Judy Szanto Kutin teaches 
mathematics in the Middle School 
and the Cervone Center and also 
directs an academic skills tutorial. She 
completed a B.B.A. degree in finance, 
with a concentration in accounting, 
from the University of Texas at Austin 
and went on to earn an M.Sc. degree in 

Front row (from left): Davie Yarborough, Alexandra Elling, Marjorie Bartlet, Elysia Price, Dana Liebmann, Jessica 
Douglass, Judy Szanto Kutin; back row: Emily Mervis, Candelaria Arrieta, Katelyn Steakin, Rachel Cooper, Scott 
Vogel, Kate Quilty Bowman, Christine Altomari. Not pictured: Gregory Massara.

FACULTYN e w s
Ne w Facult y
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FACULTY
SPOTLIGHT
PETER CHASE

computer science from the University 
of Chicago. She has taught middle 
school math, history, and computers 
at The Cambridge School for the last 
fourteen years. 

Dana Liebmann teaches 
communication skills and academic 
skills tutorial in the Cervone Center. 
A B.A. graduate of Sarah Lawrence 
College, she went on to earn an M.Ed. 
degree in school psychology from 
Temple University and a doctorate 
in educational leadership from the 
University of Pennsylvania. A certified 
school psychologist, she served in 
that capacity at Princeton High School 
for many years and more recently 
as director of personal counseling 
at the Hun School of Princeton. 
Liebmann has also been a consultant  
with the Carrier Foundation and a 
psychotherapist with Elliot J. Gursky, 
M.D., and Associates. 

Emily Mervis is one of the School 
librarians. She holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Education degree from 
Miami University in Ohio and a 
Master of Library and Information 
Science degree from Rutgers. She was 
a substitute teacher and library intern 
at Pennington during her last months 
before completing her master’s degree. 
Before beginning her graduate work, 
she taught seventh-grade English and 
Spanish at Union Academy in North 
Carolina. 

A native Trentonian, Elysia C. 
Price is teaching mathematics at 
Pennington. She earned her B.S. 
degree in mathematics from Ursinus 
College, including a semester of study 
in Australia. She went on to complete 
a Master of Arts in Teaching degree 
from The College of New Jersey. She 
previously taught math for five years 
at Monroe Township High School and 
has been an independent tutor of math. 

Katelyn Steakin joined the Pennington 
faculty as a long-term substitute earlier 

in 2016 but assumed full-time status as 
a teacher of Middle School science at 
the end of her recent maternity leave. 
She holds a B.A. degree in biology 
from Georgian Court University and 
a Graduate Diploma in Education 
(Secondary) from La Trobe University 
in Melbourne, Australia. 

Scott Vogel teaches video production 
in the Arts and Technology 
departments. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in mass communications from 
Emerson College and an M.F.A. in 
electronic arts from Rutgers University. 
He was an associate professor and 
department head at Atlanta College 
of Art and Design for five years and 
was active as an independent video 
artist before moving into a career in 
digital media. He worked as producer 
and creative director with several 
companies, including most recently 
fourteen years with HBO. 

Davie C. W. Yarborough teaches 
communication skills and English 
in the Cervone Center. She comes to 
Pennington from her home city of 
Washington, D.C., where she earned 
her bachelor’s degree in English 
and Master of Education degree 
in English with special education 
endorsement from George Washington 
University. She has taught at several 
Washington schools, including her 
alma mater, Duke Ellington School of 
the Arts, where she taught within the 
English and specialized instruction 
departments. 

Three members of the professional 
staff have each taken on some teaching 
responsibilities this year. Billy Hawkey 
’10, assistant director of admission and 
financial aid, is teaching Middle School 
Health; Caitlin Nielsen, athletic 
trainer, is teaching Upper School 
Health; and Stephen Trimble, help 
desk support technician, is teaching 
Solving Problems with Technology and 
Introduction to Programming.

FACULTY

Teacher of German Peter Chase 
recently received word from 
the Goethe Institut that his 
submission has been chosen 
for publication in Mein Ort 
in Deutschland (“My Place 
in Germany”). The book, 
published in collaboration 
with Hueber Verlag, grew out 
of a project in which people 
all over the world were invited 
to describe in German their 
favorite place in Germany: 
a city, a neighborhood, an 
intersection, a landscape, and 
so forth.

Chase wrote about the many 
charms of Regensburg, the city 
where he, as a child, visited 
his German grandmother—and 
where he has returned many 
times, both with his family 
and at times with Pennington 
students on Spring Break 
language exchange trips. His 
contribution was one of 80 
chosen from over 1,200 entries. 
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1. Pennington’s “Lifers” are day students 
who have attended Pennington from 
grades six through twelve, and boarders 
who have attended from grades eight 
through twelve.

2. A happy ending to Freshman 
Orientation 

3. On Saturday, October 1, Pennington 
took nineteen students to the World 
Maker Faire in NYC. At the Faire, students 
participated in hands-on learning 
experiences and talked with inventors 
and makers. They visited exhibits 
highlighting new discoveries with drones, 
go-kart power, rockets, and more. 

4. Students at Freshman Fun Night in 
September.

5. Middle School parents enjoyed a 
night out at Hopewell Valley Vineyards in 
September. 

6. During Community Meeting on 
Monday, September 12, the School 
hosted a special presentation in 
memory of those who lost their lives on 
September 11, 2001.
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7.  The Pennington Jewish Community 
built and decorated a Sukkot for the 
holiday of Sukkah, which celebrates 
the harvest, the gathering of crops, 
and the appreciation of shelter and 
our homes.

8. The Peer Leaders prepared for the 
annual Run for the Cure in October. 

9.  A group of students from Kent 
College in Canterbury, England, 
visited Pennington in October.

10. United States Navy Commander 
Randall J. Biggs ‘86 spoke during 
Chapel on Tuesday, November 8, as 
part of a Veterans Day service.  

11.  The Science Department 
recently acquired a new piece of lab 
equipment donated by Bristol-Myers 
Squibb, arranged by Edie Wolff P’18.
 
12. On Monday, November 14, The 
Pennington School honored three 
seniors who have already made 
athletic commitments to universities 
for next year. 
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13. On November 11, Andrew Whyment, 
artistic director of the UK’s Squint theatre 
company, conducted two drama workshops 
for Pennington School students. Squint 
specializes in devising theatre based on 
pieces of text, objects, spaces, and improv.

14. Billy Santarsiero ’17 and his father, Steve, 
met former Vice President Joe Biden this fall.

15. More than fifty fans gathered to watch the 
annual post-Thanksgiving Day alumni hockey 
game.

16. Sonny (Son Hak) Yoon ’90 and his son, 
Sonny (Byeong Woo) Yoon ’19, who joined us 
at Pennington this fall—our first international 
alumni legacy student!

17. Head of Operations Tim Moore visited 
the Design Engineering class in November to 
give a lesson on how to safely use power tools 
and how to use measuring tools correctly.

18. The entire School community pitched in 
to donate tons of food for families in need just 
before Thanksgiving. 

SPECIAL Events

19. For the first time in School 
history, all four AP languages taught 
at Pennington were represented at 
the College Board’s 2016 summer 
Advanced Placement Readings. 
Teachers grade the writing and 
listening portions of the exams 
by applying detailed scoring 
guidelines which, in turn, helps 
them better teach our students. 
From left to right: Wendy Morris 
(Latin), Lida Castro (Spanish), Peter 
Chase (German) and Pat Zema 
(French) 

13 14
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SPECIAL Events

RED & BLACK
BASH
DECEMBER 3, 2016

The Parents Association 
welcomed close to 200 
guests to their annual Red 
& Black BASH on December 
3. Class baskets took center 
stage at the silent auction 
and were complemented by 
a large number of fabulous 
donations from parents and 
from the Pennington faculty 
and staff.  This year, thanks 
to a generous Pennington 
family, the BASH committee 
raffled off a stay at a private 
villa in St. Thomas. Parents, 
faculty, and staff mingled, 
bid, and and enjoyed music 
by Pennington parent Joe 
Grillo. The event raised over 
$50,000, funds that will go 
directly to the renovation of 
Meckler Library.

20

21

22

23

24

20. A record number of teachers 
and alumni gathered at Peter 
Tucci ’79’s NYC office space to 
celebrate the holidays.

21. The second annual Chanukah 
Party hosted by the Pennington 
Jewish Community club drew a 
huge crowd on December 14.

22. Our college alumni enjoying 
a holiday reception in Boston: 
Andrew Agress ’13, Dong Jun 
Kim ’16, Clare Zhang ’16, Director 
of Alumni Relations Jane Bott 
Childrey ’89, and Theo Darenkov 
’13 

23. Students performed for their 
peers at the fall Coffeehouse on 
December 9.

24. Formal dinners on Monday 
nights are a cherished tradition of 
boarders at Pennington.
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Jazzamoart

During his time at the School, Jazzamoart collaborated with students, hosting 
a lecture and discussion in Spanish to advanced Spanish classes, as well 
as conducting a painting workshop with advanced visual art students. The 
highlight of his visit was the Jazz Band’s playing pieces they had prepared 
while Jazzamoart created paintings on the spot in the Silva Gallery as visual art 
students observed the process.

Jazzamoart was able to contribute to the Arts and World Languages programs 
with the assistance of the Gutierrez family, who hosted the artist for several 
weeks this fall. His visit to Pennington was an exhilarating and creative 
experience for all, and a shining example of the imaginative interdisciplinary 
work going on here.

As part of a global art experience, the Arts Department 
hosted painter and musician Jazzamoart of Mexico as an 
artist-in-residence on Tuesday, October 18.
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FUND
P e n n i n g t o n

DEVELOPMENT News

The Pennington Fund is the most important way for donors 
to support The Pennington School. Every gift is needed and 
deeply appreciated.

A source of unrestricted funding that allows the headmaster and trustees 
the flexibility to respond to the School’s greatest needs—and greatest 
opportunities!—the Pennington Fund is significant because:

 • It allows the School to operate as if we had a larger endowment
 • A high rate of participation inspires other donors to support   
  Pennington. Last year, gifts to the Pennington Fund of $100 or less  
  totaled nearly $40,000! 

Your gift to The Pennington Fund is also a gift to our five-year capital 
campaign, Building for the Future. 

A N N UA L R EPORT 
2016

B U I L D I N G  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  C A M PA I G N

NOTE FROM THE 
OFFICE OF ALUMNI AND 
DEVELOPMENT

Earlier this year, our Report 
to Donors was mailed to all 
who made a donation to The 
Pennington School in 2015—16. 
If you did not receive your copy, 
please contact Wendy Ward 
in the Development Office at 
wendy.ward@pennington.org or 
call 609–737–6121. 

  Building for the Future 
     campaign SUPPORTS

   
     campaign DOLLARS RAISED
                        at press time

In the preparation of the 2015–16 
Annual Report, we inadvertently 
placed Xin Lu and Wei Zhang P’18 
incorrectly; they should be included 
at the O’Hanlon Society level. We 
also omitted the following donors:

Frank and Robyn Lucchesi P’19
Jack and Lenore Luckey P’04
Christopher ’80 and Sara Lupariello
John and Emily Lynch P’89 
Michael D. Lynch ’89
Virginia Machado P’17 ’20 
Simone Mack-Bright ’92
Delores and Glenn MacKenzie P’13
Hope MacKenzie ’13
Stacy E. Mackin ’07
Janet D. Madison P’05
Robert C. ’53 and Elaine Maida

We are grateful to each of these 
donors for their support and 
understanding.

Facilities—$12 million

Operating Funds—$5 million 

Endowment—$3 million

Pennington Fund

Building and renovations, 
endowment, unrestricted

Still to Raise

 

15%

60%

25%

 

60%

15%
25%

With just a few months left until the end of the campaign, everyone 
can play a significant role in building for the future at Pennington. 
Please use the enclosed envelope or make your gift online by 
visiting www.pennington.org/giving. 
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ENGINEERINGT h e i r  F u t u r e
PENNINGTON STUDENTS 
COLLABORATE, 
INNOVATE, DESIGN, 
AND BUILD IN A NEW 
ACADEMIC PROGRAM.

Applied Science means taking the skills students develop 
in science, mathematics, engineering, and technology and 
combining them with their capabilities in critical thinking, 
problem-solving, communication, and literacy to be able to 
initiate real change—at Pennington and beyond.

Today’s high school students have the capacity to change 
the future of the world by developing systems for cleaner 
water, safer vehicles, improved communications, advanced 
robotics, space travel, elimination of disease, and much, 
much more. Under the direction of Susan Wirsig, this new 
multidisciplinary program offers our students a new way to 
acquire important STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics) skills. 

Last spring, thirty-four rising juniors were admitted to the 
program, which has specific requirements in addition to 
the regular requirements for Pennington School graduates. 
Eight members of the Class of 2017 were permitted to join the 
program in its inaugural year, as well. 

The Applied Science Certificate Program at Pennington gives 
students unique opportunities to develop their STEM skills 

Introduced this academic year, 
Pennington’s new Applied 
Science Certificate Program 
is a two-year course of study. 
Students apply for the program 
in the winter of their sophomore 
year for participation during 
their junior and senior years. The 
Certificate in Applied Science is 
awarded to graduating seniors at 
Commencement in June. 

and knowledge, and discover new passions and explore areas 
of interests that are not available in the general program. 
Students are learning to make interdisciplinary connections 
between STEM and our world. By participating in STEM 
experiences, interacting with leaders in industry, and doing 
hands-on work, students are engaged in creative learning 
experiences that enrich their perceptions and offer important 
insight into how it is possible to make a difference in a world 
of constant change.

When I speak to students about their college 
aspirations, some have a clear direction for 
what they want to study; however, most are still 
searching. They may have a growing sense of 
their skills and abilities from assessments in the 
regular academic program, but they aren’t yet sure 
about what’s possible for them to study or what 
they’re most passionate about. I think the Applied 
Science program helps these students. Through 
field trips, guest speakers, and new experiences in 
the engineering electives, students learn about a 
spectrum of opportunities in fields of STEM.

               —Sue Wirsig
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ENGINEERINGT h e i r  F u t u r e

The cornerstone of the Applied Science program is new 
engineering coursework. Students can choose to take either 
Design Engineering or Software Engineering. They can also 
take AP Computer Science.

Design Engineering gives students multiple experiences to 
apply the engineering design cycle. Wirsig says, “Designing, 
building, testing, and rebuilding a unique solution to a given 
problem with constraints is at the heart of what students do in 
this course. They use the Engineering Design Cycle to guide 
their process, and it is wonderful watching students grow their 
fluidity and confidence applying this tool to solve problems. 
Whether they are designing a part using CAD software to 
be printed on the 3D printer, or doing something relatively 
low-tech like determining how to attach a balloon to a chaise, 
they need to efficiently and effectively apply a process to solve 
the problem. I believe understanding how to use this problem-
solving process will help students later in life, no matter what 
field they may work in. Solving problems is part of every 
profession.”

Software Engineering students are learning the programming 
skills necessary to design and build software, and they have 
multiple experiences applying the software design cycle. 

I have been surprised at how many students have 
discovered a new passion and strong interest in 
the computing sciences. The new Applied Sciences 
program encouraged twenty-five students to take 
AP Computer Science this year; previously, our 
average has been twelve. And out of these twenty-
five new AP computer science students, fifteen 
have joined the after-school computer science 
contest team, and several of them are seriously 
considering approaching their college search 
process with the intention of majoring or minoring 
in computer science. In fact, one student who had 
never programmed before this semester found the 
class to be a new academic focus and strength for 
her. She reoriented her entire college approach with 
a concentration in computational biology, which she 
believes was an important factor in her acceptance to 
Brown University.

           —Len Leib, Mathematics Department Chair

Guest participants are an important piece of the Applied 
Science program. At the beginning of December, two 
Princeton graduate students in engineering came to the Design 
Engineering class to give consulting advice to students on 
their large design project. The Princeton students helped the 
Pennington students think through their axle and grabbing 
device designs.

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND 
MATH STUDENTS ARE ALREADY 
MAKING THEIR MARK! 

For the second year in a row, last spring 
Pennington’s Computer Science team won the 
tri-state regional championship in the yearlong 
American Computer Science League contest.

Four Pennington students were recently 
awarded the Beta prize that places them 
among the top eight percent of competitors 
in the international Math Modeling 
competition sponsored by the Association of 
Computational and Mathematical Modeling. 
Rudolph Zhang ’17, Karen Zheng ’18, Greg 
Teng ’19, and James Bao ’19 worked as a 
team over a two-week period to research two 
quantitative problems and then write a thirty-
five-page paper that detailed mathematically 
and computationally based solutions. Their 
submission demonstrated their mathematical 
creativity, tenacity, and teamwork. 

— continued on page 18 —
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Outside of the classroom, guest speakers included 
Pennington alumni Philip Baldoni ’12, who spoke 
to Applied Science students on December 9, and  
Buddy Gardineer ’07, who visited on January 6. 
Baldoni works at his own company, NAVAIR, as a 
computer engineer doing software development for 
visual landing aids for naval aircraft. NAVAIR is 
paying for his master’s degree at Drexel University, 
where he is currently studying computer science 
with an emphasis on artificial intelligence, the 
long-term direction of his intended career path. 
Gardineer, who was the valedictorian of his class, 
went on after Pennington to study at Princeton, 
MIT, and Stanford. He holds a mechanical and 
aerospace engineering degree with a physics 
minor from Princeton, and a master’s degree in 
mechanical engineering from Stanford. Gardineer 
visited the Design Engineering class and the AP 
Chemistry class and inspired our students to 
think about design and entrepreneurship. The 
Applied Science program expects to offer four to 
six opportunities each year for students to hear 
from guest speakers.

Pennington’s Applied Science 
students are developing the skills 
they need for the world they are 
helping to build.

In addition to completing an engineering elective 
and attending STEM speaker sessions, all Applied 
Science students must participate in one or more 
STEM clubs on campus. Currently students may 
choose to participate in the following clubs: 
Computer Programming, Mathematics Modeling, 
Robotics, STEM, Environmental, Science 
Olympiad, or STEM Leaders. The STEM Leaders 
club is a new club this year. In mid-December, 
these STEM leaders welcomed twenty elementary 
students from the Cristina Seix Academy to 
make and test helicopters created together in the 
makerspace.

Applied Science students are also expected to 
pursue STEM experiences after school and/or 
during breaks, and to structure their senior year 
Horizon internship around a STEM opportunity.

— Engineering Their Future continued from page 17 —
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Several students at The Pennington School were 
inducted into national honor societies for world 
languages and the arts in a ceremony held during 
community meeting on Monday, December 5. The 
students have met academic and other standards 
required by the national societies as well as the 
School’s chapters. We would like to recognize the 
following students for their achievements:

Eleven Pennington seniors were inducted on 
November 10 as student members of the School’s 
chapter of the Cum Laude Society. Students 
inducted are within the top ten percent of the 
class, as determined by grade point average, and 
the School views selection for membership as 
one of the highest honors it can confer. The new 
members of Cum Laude (pictured above): Annie E. 
Brunner, Isabelle T. Celentano, Kelly J. Clark, Nina J. 
Fitzgerald, Zonghao Gao, Ian J. E. Gregg, Madelyn 
K. Levine, Siyi Li, Dominic A. Morency, Chelsea M. 
Vickers, and Yunfang Xiao. The Cum Laude Society is 
an international organization recognizing “academic 
achievement in secondary schools for the purpose of 
promoting excellence, justice, and honor.” 

WORLD LANGUAGES AND ARTS

CUM LAUDE SOCIETY

ACADEMIC HONORS
French National Honor Society: Senior Derek Gimbel; 
junior Graham Davies German National Honor 
Society: Senior Kathleen Seiler; juniors Sydney Faber 
and Victoria Gassmann Latin National Honor Society: 
(left, bottom) Seniors Kelly Clark, Nina Fitzgerald, 
Julia Santoro, and Chelsea Vickers; juniors Caroline 
Bouton, Kaela Colyar, and Ryan Totaro Spanish 
National Honor Society: Senior Yunfang Xiao; juniors 
Hannah Bradshaw, Lillian Childrey, Victoria Gassmann, 
John Paul Jeanes, Matthew Paragamian, Adam 
Soliman, Sonia van Stekelenborg, and Michael Zachor; 
sophomore Laura Alaez

Tri-M Music Honor Society: (above) Seniors Rebecca 
Hofing and Thomas Scanlan; juniors Graham Davies, 
Brian Keating, and Michael Zachor

International Thespian Society: Seniors Rebecca 
Hofing, Siyi Li, Marjorie Long, Kaitlyn Rooney, and 
Noah Silverman; juniors Kimberly Bischoff, Hannah 
Bradshaw, Grace Colalillo, Michael Cosgrove, Isabel 
D’Esposito, Jack Essig, Cole Felsher, James Hofer, 
Kathleen Horsley, Brian Keating, Shi Liang, Jiaying 
Liu, Lilly Mavis, Peyton Nortillo, Jake Papa, Simran 
Shah, Naomi Strauss, Zhehao Tong, Ryan Totaro, Sara 
Weinberg, Michael Zachor, and Xin Yi Zheng

National Art Honor Society: (below) Seniors Thomas 
Scanlan, Colin Schostak, and Yunfang Xiao; juniors 
Jiaying Liu and Jake Papa
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Chris Harford is a self-taught painter whose style has been 
characterized as outsider art, abstract expressionist art, and 
naïve art. He believes that many functional objects that 
have lost their original purpose can be transformed rather 
than tossed, and he paints on everything from discarded 
household items found on roadsides and sidewalks to wood 
from fallen trees. Working primarily with acrylics and 
oil, he uses collage to integrate cultural references into his 
pieces. Some pieces are responses to world events, while 
others are meditations on solitude, music, and families. 
The pottery pieces are a collaboration with ceramic artist 
Debbie Reichard, who provides artistic direction and 
administrative support to the Wilson College Ceramic 
Studio at Princeton University. 

A standing-room-only reception for Harford included 
a spoken-word performance by Pulitzer Prize-winning 
poet Paul Muldoon with his band Rogue Oliphant, which 
includes Chris Harford and Ray Kubian. Early on in 

ARTS Newsi n  t h e  g a l l e r y

L os t  and Found:  Paint ings  and Pot te r y  in  Mi x ed Media
Chris Harford
October 31–December 9, 2016

the planning of the exhibition, Harford offered student 
musicians the opportunity to join in on this performance. 
The student-led ensemble Batteries Not Included was 
delighted to participate. Harford was especially encouraging 
to the students, sending them music to explore and learn. 
At rehearsal Harford and Kubian worked with everyone, 
from the drummer to the lead guitarist, saxophonist to 
organist, pulling out of them music that was interesting, 
dependable, and effective. The set at the reception kicked 
off with an original number by Batteries Not Included, with 
Harford and Kubian collaborating. Muldoon then took the 
stage, joining the group, and performed two pieces of his 
poetry. The event closed with a final number by Harford, 
accompanied by our students. All of the pieces were well 
received and left the audience chanting for more! The 
evening became a true collaboration between professional 
and student artists and is a wonderful example of the Arts 
Department’s dedication to hands-on, interdisciplinary, 
student experiences.
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ARTS News

The 2016 Student Exhibition included visual 
expressions from drawing, painting, photography, and 
ceramics classes, as well as contextual work created in 
our inaugural and interdisciplinary Twentieth-Century 
America class. Also featured in the show were works 
created by students who participated in the arts and 
culture trip to Beijing in June 2016.

ARTS News

PENNINGTON STUDENT 
EXHIBITION
FALL 2016
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BOYS’ SOCCER
Coaches: Chad Bridges ’96 and 
Billy Hawkey ’10 

The 2016 campaign of the Varsity Boys’ 
Soccer team marked a historic year in 
the School’s history. The team, led by 
2016 All-Prep and All-Area Coach of the 
Year Chad Bridges ’96 and his assistant 
Billy Hawkey ’10, finished the season 
undefeated with a record of 16–0–3 
and were crowned Mercer County 
Tournament champions for the second 
consecutive year. Even more impressive 
was the Red Raiders’ capturing the 
School’s first-ever NJISAA Prep A 
State Championship in front of their 
home fans, snapping the twenty-seven-
year streak of St. Benedict’s Prep, and 
solidifying Pennington as Top Drawer 
Soccer’s #3 ranked team in the country. 
Adding to the team accolades were 
several individual honors, including 

four members’ being named First Team 
All-Prep, four given Honorable Mention, 
and Ibrahima Diop’s being named the 
New Jersey Player of the Year. Family, 
friends, and all who stood behind 
the team throughout the season are 
thanked for their support!

GIRLS’ SOCCER
Coaches: Dr. William Hawkey, 
Patrick Murphy ’80, and 
Alexa Carugati Kania ’09

The 2016 Varsity Girls’ Soccer team 
started off with a productive pre-
season camp, followed by four difficult 
scrimmages in which the team scored 
only two goals. However, the pre-season 
workouts and scrimmages helped in 
the team’s first eight games as they 
scored twenty-eight goals and went 
8–0 to set the tone for a tremendous 

season that ended with a final record 
of 15–1–2. The team also achieved a 
spot in the NJISAA Prep A Final and the 
Mercer County Tournament semifinals. 
The 2016 team shut out nine of its 
opponents as the defensive unit excelled 
throughout the season. This stingy team 
became one of only seven teams in the 
girls’ soccer program’s history to lose 
only one game. Big wins over local prep 
foes Hun, Lawrenceville, and Peddie, as 
well as traditionally tough opponents 
Germantown Academy, Episcopal 
Academy, and Penn Charter, made for 
a rewarding season. Seniors Andrea 
Amaro, Cat Carnevale, Devon Duch, 
Laura Ensminger, Tara Hessenthaler, 
and Chelsea Vickers will be missed 
dearly, and their teammates and Coaches 
Hawkey, Murphy, and Kania wish them 
utmost success and happiness in the 
next chapters of their lives.

ATHLETICSF a l l  2 0 1 6
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FALL Athletics

FOOTBALL
Coaches: Jerry Eure ’75, Blair Thompson, Adam Cooley, and 
Steve Elliott

The Pennington Football program is still going strong! Varsity Football entered the 
season with some big shoes to fill: twelve seniors had graduated last year, leaving 
many returning players with only limited action on the field. With the leadership 
of six seniors (Chase Williams, Nyhsere Woodson, Enmanuel Lamadrid, Tony 
Morency, Hunter Meyer-Hanover, and Myles Browne), and through the challenges 
of an athletic season, the team discovered their true potential with a 6–2 record. 
The goal is to always be a better team in November than in August, and this year, 
it is safe to say that goal was achieved with flying colors. Two memorable games 
include Montclair Kimberley Academy and the Academy of the New Church. 
After losing to both teams last year, Pennington fought back for two solid wins. 
Pennington Football would like to thank every player, parent, cheerleader, and fan 
for their dedication and commitment. Seniors, best of luck in the future—you will 
always be a part of this family!

WATER POLO
Coaches: William Hutnik and Mike Gladstone

Through hard work in practice, Pennington Water Polo gained strength all season 
both physically and mentally. Our three matches against St. Peter’s Prep encapsulate 
the progression of our entire 2016 campaign: In our first match of the season, we 
lost to St. Pete’s 9–14; the second time we faced them, we beat them 11–10 in a 
Homecoming nail-biter; and on October 29 we faced our Jersey City opponent for a 
third time and dominated the State match to cap off (pun intended) our season with 
a 12–5 victory. We will miss our three seniors, Derek Gimbel, Evan Chan, and Josh 
Shavel, and thank them for guiding our young squad and leaving Pennington Water 
Polo in a great position to become even stronger next season. Go, PWP Nation!

GIRLS’ TENNIS
Coaches: Ken Palumbo and 
John Bouton

Varsity Girls’ Tennis had an excellent 
season, compiling a record of 7–3. Five 
of the eight team members were first-time 
varsity players, and Kira von Boehmer, a 
transfer student from Germany, finished 
the year as the #1 player with the best 
overall record. Simran Shah played #1 and 
#2 singles while continuing to grow as a 
player. Cara Herneth played #3 singles, 
showing her Austrian mental toughness 
in all her matches. Madie Levine and Cate 
Rush played #1 doubles, and both served 
as team captains. They were true leaders 
on and off the court. Natalia Gutierrez, 
Samantha Tola, and Annelise Cornet 
played #2 doubles. All three were first- 
time varsity players, and they gave their 
all every time they played. Overall, it was 
a great season with great players, great 
togetherness, and a great time had by all.
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FALL Athletics

CHEERLEADING
Coaches: Karen Voorhees and 
Colleen Santoro

Pennington Spirit was alive, strong, and 
personified in the eighteen dynamic 
Pennington cheerleaders this year. 
The 2016 team was the biggest, most 
diverse, and talented team ever! The 
cheerleaders literally hit new heights as 
they pushed to perform new stunts that 
required strength, balance, and finesse. 
As always, the girls worked hard with 
dedication and commitment to the 
support of our teams, fans, and the 
entire community.  

completed their season with an 8–6–3 
record, playing a fast-paced and skilled 
game that was exciting to watch. The 
team competed in the Mercer County 
Tournament and advanced to the semi 
finals in the Prep B Tournament, where 
they fell 1–2 in an intense and exciting 
game against PDS. The Junior Varsity, 
coached by alumna Kate Bowman, 
finished with a 3–3–3 record. A number 
of seniors will be playing field hockey 
at the Division I and III levels, and they 
are wished all the very best!

CROSS COUNTRY
Coaches: Rick Ritter and 
Greg Massara

When asked to look back and assess the 
season, both the Boys’ Cross Country 
Team and the Girls’ Cross Country 
Team unanimously agreed on one thing: 
we improved!  As they worked together, 
they came together.  Both teams began 
to jell and develop a common goal of 
improving throughout the season. There 
was improvement as individual runners 
and collectively as a team. Nowhere 
was this more evident than in the last 
two meets of the year. Overall, the boys 
ended the regular season with a record 
of seven wins and four losses. The girls 
had a record of eight and four. We 
finished the season with a nice showing 
at the State Championship Meet up at 
the hills on Blair’s campus with the 
boys ending up in fourth place and the 
girls finishing in third. Individually, 
Graham Davies set a personal best at 
States by approximately one minute, 
and Emily Moini finished second 
overall at States with a big personal best 

of 19:37! Emily also finished tenth at 
the highly competitive Mercer County 
Championship Meet just two days after 
the State Meet!

FIELD HOCKEY
Coaches: Wendy Morris and
Kate Bowman ’03

Pennington Field Hockey—which 
fielded two teams and thirty-six girls 
this year—began the 2016 season with 
an amazing trip to Dublin, Ireland, and 
Barcelona, Spain, where attending girls 
competed against teams from Ireland 
and Spain and enjoyed clinics with elite 
coaches in both countries. The team 
played to victory against Notre Dame 
High School in their annual Play 4 
the Cure game to benefit the National 
Foundation for Cancer Research, and 
enjoyed a team “Pretty in Paint” party, 
where several incredible artists were 
discovered! The varsity team, led 
by captains Gabriella Arata, Annie 
Brunner, Isabelle Celentano, Jenna 
Krause, and Ellie Paige successfully 
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UPPER SCHOOL
ATHLETIC AWARDS

VARSITY
Water Polo
Red Raider Award—Derek Gimbel 
PWP Nation Award—Evan Chan
Most Improved Award—Luke Muston

Cheerleading
Red Raider Award—Julia Santoro 
Coaches’ Award—Chynna Stallworth
Spirit Award—Analise Alexander

Field Hockey
Red Raider Award—Jenna Krause
Coaches’ Award—Ellie Paige 
Impact Player Award—Ella Arata 
Impact Player Award—Annie Brunner

Boys’ Cross Country
Red Raider Award—Gerrit Crater
Most Improved Award—Graham Davies
Stoker Award—Blake Botelho 

Girls’ Cross Country
Red Raider Award—Emily Moini 
Coaches’ Award—Bree Seiler
Stoker Award—Callie Bouton

Football
Coaches’ Award—Hunter Meyer-Hanover
Coaches’ Award—Enmanuel Lamadrid
Red Raider Award—Nyhsere Woodson
Red Raider Award—Chase Williams

Boys’ Soccer
Red Raider Award—Kyle Galloway
Red Raider Award—Pedro Dolabella
Coaches’ Award—Dawson DeCoff
Leadership Award—Adam Charles 

Girls’ Soccer
Red Raider Award—Cat Carnevale
Coaches’ Award—Tara Hessenthaler
Greatest Contribution Award—Devon Duch

Tennis
Red Raider Award—Kira von Boehmer
Coaches’ Award—Cara Herneth
Coaches’ Award—Helen Zhou
Scholar Athlete Award—Madie Levine
Spirit Award—Cate Rush

JUNIOR VARSITY
Water Polo
Coaches’ Award—Timmy Riley 
100% Hustle Award—Blake Hart

Field Hockey
Coaches’ Award—Eden Meyer-Hanover
Red Raider Award—Amanda Kenrick 

Boys’ Soccer
Red Raider Award—Horacio Cruz-Mendoza 
Coaches’ Award—Vincent Colalillo

Football
Red Raider Award—Rickey Eng
Coaches’ Award—Jakob Peters

Tennis
Coaches’ Award—Nicole Adabunu
Coaches’ Award—Alexandra Zahn

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
ATHLETIC AWARDS

>>
SOCCER
Red Raider Award—Shealyn Tirendi
Red Raider Award—Sean Brennan
Coaches’ Award—Ally Corcoran
Coaches’ Award—Jonny Eaton
Unsung Hero Award—Zach Merritt

FIELD HOCKEY 
Red Raider Award—Alessia Scanlan
Coaches’ Award—Sophia Cano

CROSS COUNTRY
Red Raider Award—Ian Varga 
Coaches’ Award—Adomah Owusu
Lifer Award—Joshua Song 
 Bobby Lambdin
 Isaac Becker-Peeler 
 Will Thompson 
 Sahil Navani
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BOARDo f  T r u s t e e s  N e w s

Philip V. Bancroft P’19 ’21 ’21

Philip Bancroft is executive vice president and chief 
financial officer of Chubb Limited. He is responsible for 
all aspects of Chubb’s financial organization, including 
transactional finance and decision-support activities such 
as performance management, budgeting, reporting, profit 
and cost management, and shareholder value. Prior to 
ACE’s acquisition of Chubb in January 2016, Bancroft was 
CFO of ACE Limited and, since 2014, also executive vice 
president, ACE Group. Before joining ACE, Bancroft served 
as partner-in-charge for PricewaterhouseCoopers’ New 
York Regional Insurance Group. He holds a Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree in accounting from Temple 
University and was certified as a public accountant. 

WELCOME
The Pennington School is delighted to announce the 
election of three new members to its Board of Trustees.

David Marlow P’20

Financial professional David Marlow is senior vice 
president for finance operations of the Princeton-based 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. Marlow is a qualified 
chartered accountant and a member of the South 
African Institute of Chartered Accountants. He holds 
a bachelor of accountancy degree from the University 
of Stellenbosch and a bachelor’s degree with honors in 
accountancy from the University of Witwatersrand. He 
speaks four languages— English, Afrikaans, German, 
and Dutch—and served for two years in the South 
African Marine Corps. 

Kenneth R. Zirk P’21

Ken Zirk is a senior vice president at CBRE, Inc., the 
world’s largest commercial real estate services and 
investment firm. He is responsible for co-leading the 
advisory and transaction services practice in the greater 
Philadelphia area. He has more than thirty years of 
experience in negotiating real estate transactions, site 
selection, economic analysis, and strategic portfolio 
planning. Zirk earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
economics from Rutgers University.

TRUSTEES

Philip V. Bancroft

Robert H. Beckett, Sr., Ph.D. ’52

John S. Biddiscombe ’63

John E. Celentano

A. Louis Denton, Esq. ’76

Jordan M. Gray ’91

Vernon H. Hammond II

William S. Hawkey, Ph.D.
Headmaster

Michael D. Jingoli ’85

Dennis S. Keating ’79

The Honorable John S. Kuhlthau

David J. Long III ‘86

David Marlow

The Rev. Dr. Donald Medley

The Rev. Dr. David C. Mertz
Second Vice-Chair

Anne Michaelson

William Oldsey

David M. Paragamian
Secretary

Matthew Pauls

Bishop John R. Schol

Steven M. Silberman ’68

Stephen Tan ’73

Peter J. Tucci, Esq. ’79
Chair

Timothy C. Vile

The Rev. Dr. Robert J. Williams

The Rev. Varlyna D. Wright

Julie Wulf, Ph.D.
First Vice-Chair

Kenneth R. Zirk

 

TRUSTEE EMERITUS

John McGuire, Ph.D.
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Cynthia Hillas P’07 has resigned from the Board of Trustees, on 
which she has served since 2004; she had been vice-chair since 
2008. Hillas, whose daughter Mary is a Pennington alumna, 
served on trustee committees on Student Affairs, Development, 
Audit, and Strategic Planning and was co-chair of the Governance 
Committee. She is a graduate of Barnard College with an M.B.A. 
degree from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School 
of Business. She has held positions with Lenox, Inc.; National 
Broadcasting Company; and E. M. Warburg, Pincus, and Co., 
where she concentrated on financial analysis and planning. Many 
area institutions have benefited from her expertise on their boards, 
among them the Princeton Symphony, Friends of the Institute for 
Advanced Study, and Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic, for which 
she was chair of the board. She has been an active volunteer for the 
Princeton Regional School District PTOs, the YWCA of Princeton, 
J. Seward Johnson Sr. Charitable Trust Advisory Committee, the 
Princeton Soccer Association, and HiTOPS. 

Longtime Board member James Hyman resigned from the Board 
of Trustees in December because of his planned retirement from 
banking and relocation outside the area. A trustee since 1998, 
he had served on the Finance, Investment, and Buildings and 
Grounds committees, as well as an ad hoc committee for the master 
plan. A graduate of Rutgers University, which recognized him in 
2004 with a Distinguished Alumnus Award, Hyman was founding 
president and CEO of Hopewell Valley Community Bank. After the 
ten-branch bank’s acquisition by Northfield Bank in 2016, Hyman 
remained with Northfield as regional president for the Hopewell 
Valley franchise. His earlier career included positions with Ultra 
Bancorp, Inc.; Midlantic National Bank; Ramapo Financial 
Corporation; and Unity Bancorp, Inc./First Community Bank. 

The School lost one of its most loyal alumni 
with the death of trustee Robert Maynard 
Wigod ’50 on July 21, 2016. An active 
volunteer for his Pennington class as well 
as for the School as a whole, he joined the 
Board of Trustees in 1996. At various points 
during his twenty-year tenure, he served on a 
number of Board committees and was chair 
of the External Affairs and Audit committees. 
He was a three-time chair of the annual fund 
drive. Wigod was Commencement speaker 
on the occasion of his fiftieth Pennington 
reunion in 2000, and he was awarded the 
Order of the Tower in 2001. 

After graduation from Pennington, Wigod 
earned his A.B. degree from Brown 
University in 1954 and went on to earn an 
M.B.A. degree from Harvard University. A 
private investor more recently, he spent 
thirty-three years of his career with Paine 
Webber, retiring as managing director in 
its investment banking division. He had 
previously worked for Merrill Lynch. Also 
a devoted volunteer for Brown University, 
he served on the board of directors of 
Friends of the Library at Brown and was 
an area chairman for the national alumni 
organization. He is survived by his wife, 
Dorothy (“Suzy”); son, Dewey; and daughter, 
Cantor Emily Wigod Pincus.

A TRIBUTE
ROBERT WIGOD

1933 — 2016

With THANKS and APPRECIATION

We would like to acknowledge the hard work 
and commitment of CYNTHIA HILLAS P’07 
and JAMES HYMAN.
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GUESTS p e a k e r s  2 0 1 6 – 1 7
L e c t ure s  br ing  dive rse  v ie w point s  to  Pe nning ton

The Pennington School is proud to welcome several important speakers each year to campus. 
These guest speakers, coordinated by Director of Speaker Programming Amelia Becker, 
often bring unique points of view and broader insights to our students, faculty, and extended 
community. Invited by faculty members or academic departments, or by the Headmaster or 
Board of Trustees, some speakers come for specific events; others address the Pennington 
community during the weekly Chapel service, or even after school. The Stephen Crane Lecture 
Series offers yet another opportunity to bring special guests to Pennington.  

The Stephen Crane Lecture Series has 
a long tradition at the Pennington School, 
inviting prominent authors, artists, or 
public figures to speak or perform on 
campus. The series commemorates the 
author of The Red Badge of Courage, who 
was a student at Pennington in the late 
1880s and whose father was headmaster 
of the School from 1849 to 1858. This 
year’s speakers include:

Loung Ung, one of seven children of a 
high-ranking government official, lived a 
privileged life in the Cambodian capital of 
Phnom Penh until the age of five. Then, in 
April 1975, Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge army 
stormed into the city, forcing Ung’s family 
to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Ung 
was trained as a child soldier in a work 
camp for orphans, her siblings were sent 

to labor camps, and those who survived 
the horrors were not reunited until the 
Khmer Rouge was destroyed. Harrowing 
yet hopeful, Ung’s story is an unforgettable 
account of a family shaken and shattered, 
yet sustained by courage and love in 
the face of unspeakable brutality. Ung 
is the author of three books, including 
First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of 
Cambodia Remembers, soon to be released 
as a film directed by Angelina Jolie.  

Martha Southgate is the author of 
four novels. Her most recent, The Taste 
of Salt, was published in September 
2011 and was named one of the best 
novels of the year by the San Francisco 
Chronicle and the Boston Globe. Her essay 
“Writers Like Me,” published in The New 
York Times Book Review, appears in the 

anthology Best African-American Essays 
2009. Previous nonfiction articles have 
appeared in The New York Times Magazine, 
O, Entertainment Weekly, and Essence. Her 
most recent publication is “Rise Up,” an 
essay about the impact of Lin-Manuel 
Miranda and Hamilton, published in The 
American Scholar. She is at work on a new 
novel.  

Niall McCann has dedicated his life to 
seeking out adventures in the natural 
world. McCann studied zoology at 
the University of Bristol and recently 
completed his Ph.D. at Cardiff University, 
studying Baird’s tapir, the largest mammal 
in the Neotropics and one of the most 
threatened species in the Americas. A 
fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, 
McCann is actively involved with ongoing 
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GUEST SPEAKERS
2016–17

conservation projects in Honduras, 
Nepal, and Guyana, and is the host of the 
award-winning wildlife adventure series, 
Biggest and Baddest, with Animal Planet 
Canada and Nat Geo WILD. 

Mark Doty is the author of nine books of 
poetry, including Deep Lane (April 2015); 
Fire to Fire: New and Selected Poems, which 
won the 2008 National Book Award; and 
My Alexandria, winner of the Los Angeles 
Times Book Prize, the National Book 
Critics Circle Award, and the T.S. Eliot 
Prize in the UK. He is also the author of 
three memoirs—Dog Years, a New York 
Times bestseller; Firebird; and Heaven’s 
Coast—as well as a book about craft and 
criticism, The Art of Description: World 
into Word. Doty has received two NEA 
fellowships, Guggenheim and Rockefeller 
Foundation fellowships, a Lila Wallace/
Readers Digest Award, and the Witter 
Byner Prize. 

Nyle Fort is a minister, organizer, and 
scholar. Fort, who has worked in the 
fields of education, criminal justice, and 
youth development, is also an activist 
committed to global transformative 
justice. He brings his national experience 
and international lens to his local work 
and is a frequent speaker at academic, 
cultural, and religious institutions 
including Harvard University, University 
of Amsterdam, the Malcolm X and 
Betty Shabazz Center, and the historic 
Riverside Church. His writings have been 
featured in several academic publications 
including Harvard Journal of African 
American Public Policy and Socialism and 
Democracy as well as in various media 
outlets including The Guardian, The 
Huffington Post, The Root, and more. 

Carson Kressley is an Emmy Award–
winning TV personality, style expert, 
fashion designer, and New York Times 
bestselling author. Since his television 
debut as the fashion savant on Bravo’s 
Queer Eye, he has hosted OWN Network’s 
Carson-Nation and ABC’s True Beauty, 
competed on reality shows such as Big 
Brother Australia and the thirteenth season 
of Dancing with the Stars, and served as a 
judge on a wide range of shows, including 
Food Network’s Celebrity Cupcake Wars. 

Kressley serves as a trustee on many 
boards, including those of the American 
Saddlebred Museum and Philadelphia 
University.

OTHER DISTINGUISHED 
SPEAKERS ON CAMPUS
The Pennington School History and 
Social Studies Department was proud 
to host author David O. Stewart on 
Wednesday, September 21. Stewart is the 
author of five award-winning nonfiction 
books and is founder and president of 
the Washington Independent Review of 
Books and serves as board chair for the 
AIW Freedom to Write Fund. Stewart 
has appeared many times on C-Span’s 
Book TV, as well as Hardball with Chris 
Matthews, CNN, and a variety of regional 
television and radio outlets.

During Homecoming, Pennington hosted 
two alumni speakers on campus: Emmy 
Award–winning sports broadcaster 
Michael Pearl ’61, and William 
Mastrosimone ’66, a playwright who 
has won two Emmy Awards. Pearl was 
inducted into the School’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame, and Mastrosimone was 
awarded the Order of the Tower, the 
most important honor the School can 
bestow upon an alumnus.

United States Navy Commander 
Randall J. Biggs ’86 spoke during 
Chapel on Tuesday, November 8, as part 
of a Veterans Day service. “It is an honor 
to be invited to speak at Pennington,” 
said alumnus Biggs. “All I ask of you 
is that you never forget to honor the 
obligations we have to our veterans for 
what they have done, and that you strive 
to dedicate a portion of your own lives to 
service before self.”

Pennington alumnus Philip Baldoni 
’12 spoke to Applied Science students 
on Friday, December 9, about his 
academic and career path since leaving 
the School. He is currently pursuing 
his master’s degree at Drexel University, 
studying computer science and focusing 
on artificial intelligence, which is the 
long-term direction of his career path.

Loung Ung
Martha Southgate
Niall McCann

Mark Doty
Nyle Fort
Carson Kressley

David O. Stewart
Michael Pearl ’61

William
Mastrosimone ’66
Randall Biggs ’86
Philip Baldoni ’12
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Top left: The full cast depicts the journey from England 
to Australia on the convict ship. Bottom Left: Liam Krivcov 
’17 as Second Lieutenant Ralph Clark, directing  The 
Recruiting Officer.

Throughout our process, we have explored the broader themes of the show 
with the cast and crew—the power of discourse and ideals, the rule of law, 
punishment versus reformation, and finding empathy for others through 
artistic expression. In a time when the fear of “otherness” and an emphasis 
on privilege are making a comeback on the world stage, it is more important 
than ever to discuss the themes this show brings to the stage. The British 
officers and convicts spent four months on a ship enclosed together on their 
journey to a foreign land. These exiles had time to think about and ponder 
their innocence, or their crimes—pickpocketing, stealing, or assault, for 
the convicts, or bold, intellectual, out-of-the-box thinking, for the officers. 
They made personal connections, both wanted and unwanted. As they 
disembarked and displaced the native inhabitants, they established their 
own colony at a distance from their homes, their families, and English law. 
They had to balance the idea of punishment with the creation of new society. 
It is historical record that The Recruiting Officer was actually staged in the 

PERFORMINGA r t s

Our Country’s Good
— L i s a Hou s ton

Choosing this play was easy. It has the right blend of characters, 
history, discourse, theatricality, and challenges to make it a 
perfect piece for Pennington, and for the directing duo of 
McDavid and Houston. It is a play that I have returned to more 
than once over my career; it felt right for my literature-loving 
sidekick, and it felt timely to our School and to our country. 
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PERFORMING Arts

Upper right: The British officers 
discuss how to rule the colony. 
Middle: Aboriginal Australians perform 
a ritual. Lower: Cole Felsher ’18, 
Brycen Martz ’17, Brian Keating ’18, 
Alex Saltstein ’17, and Phil Su ’17, 
members of tech crew

colony, by order of the Governor, to 
rehabilitate the convicts. Michael 
McDavid (co-director) and I may 
disagree from time to time on the 
little details, but one thing we agree 
on is the power of theatre as an 
agent of change. Whether it be from 
the words on the page, or careful 
planning of visionary elements, 
good theatre seeks to evoke empathy 
between human beings. Writer 
to director to actor to technician 
to actor to audience, theatre can 
be the bridge. Theatre is not only 
intellectually stimulating; it is also 
personal. It is where the meek can 
become bold, the attention-seekers 
can be rewarded, anxieties are 
lifted, and allies are found. It is our 
salvation from the routine of school 
days. Theatre also has a place in 
the political arena. A recent article 
entitled, “Democracy and Theatre” 
by Anthony Byrnes, reframes the 
beliefs expoused by Governor 
Arthur Phillip through a modern 
lens. He writes that in order to rule 
over a society, to be a politician or 
a leader, one should first have to 
experience catharsis in the theatre. 
One should have to face issues of 
loyalty, fate, and conflict on the 
stage before being elected to lead a 
society. Byrnes goes on to say that in 
this 2016 election cycle, Americans 
have abandoned the tactic the 
Greeks used so effectively in the 
election process. We stooped to 
cheap discourse instead of inspired 
thought; our civic responsibilities 
are waning, instead of developing; 
and our empathy has withered away. 
If this is true, then we have a duty to 
change that and change it now. 

PERFORMINGA r t s

Time and time again, we 
see at Pennington the 
chance for theatre to ignite 
discourse, understanding, 
and empathy on our 
campus. We are ready to 
rehearse and we know all 
the lines; will you join us? 
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ALUMNI Theatre

Alumni Tim Secrest and Henry Sheeran conjured up their own theatre company last 
spring. Capital J Theatre Company boasted a production and acting staff composed 
entirely of Pennington alumni! Participants included Hope Mackenzie ’13, Charlie 
Paige ’14, Charlie Sproul ’14, Brooks Sproul ’15, Kate Testa ’11, Jessi Landis ’14, Dan 
Castranova ’13, Maggie Taylor ’13, Nick Palombi ’14, Chadd Gray ’14, and 2016 
graduates Dave Velasco, Maddie Coyle, Olivia MacDonald, and Cole Valente.

Charlie and Bruno takes place during World War I and the current day, and splices 
together two stories of war, friendship, and understanding. It was performed June 
23–25, 2016, in the Diane T. McLarty “Black Box” Theater. Director of Drama Lisa 
Houston noted, “As educators, we all seek to empower our students to take what they 
learned at Pennington and apply it to real-world situations. These former students are 
doing just that with this project! We hope to make this an ongoing tradition each June.”

Charlie and Bruno
Written and directed by 

Henry Sheeran ’14
Production design by 

Tim Secrest ’14
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Fall Concert
NOVEMBER 13

On a calm, clear night with the 
supermoon hanging low in the sky, 
students and their parents entered 
Sparks Gymnasium eagerly 
anticipating the music of the Fall 
Concert. As the curtain rose, 
Middle School instrumentalists 
offered the familiar sounds of 
Queen, followed by vocalists 
sharing music of Disney from The 
Lion King, Shrek, and Frozen. 

The Orchestra started off the 
Upper School ensembles with a 
medley of music from western 
films, music from The Hobbit, and 
finally the Beethoven Egmont 
Overture. In an all a cappella 
program, the Pennington Singers 
did a “Swingle Singers” style Bach 
minuet, followed by music of the 
Beatles and Carole King. The 
Jazz Band highlighted classics by 
Miles Davis and Thelonius Monk 
as well as Michael Jackson. The 
Chorus sang a Zambian folk song, 
a current song by Rachel Platten, 
and sent the audience on their 
way back into the night with music 
about the “Autumn Moon.”

An eclectic, fun musical evening 
was followed by a spirited 
reception in the Student Center 
with fall cider and School-baked 
cookies. Our students’ love of 
collaborative ensemble music-
making, their joy in sharing with 
the School community, and the 
gracious reception of the audience 
once again demonstrated 
the strong spirit of the arts at 
Pennington.

FALL CONCERT
NOVEMBER 13
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M i d d l e  S c h o o lLAUNCH

MIDDLE SCHOOL News

A t wo - day or ie ntat ion prog ram de sig ned ju s t  for  Middle  School  s t ude nt s
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On retreat each fall, Middle School faculty members are delighted to see the 
students interacting outside of the classroom and without electronics, while 
students enjoy seeing their teachers out in the wild. “Surviving” together at Camp 
Mason or in the woods, challenging physical limits in team-building exercises, 
activities and hikes, and bonding over s’mores and stories told by the fire make a 
connection that is difficult to build or re-create on campus. The “no electronics” 
rule has always been well fought, but worth the discomfort. Ultimately, it allows 
students and teachers to be in the moment with each other. The focus is no longer 
on recording or documenting memories, but being caught up in the present 
experience of the high ropes course, finding a frog or snake, learning how to use 
flint and steel, or staring out into open vistas and bodies of water.
                           
         —Jamie Moore ’03

www.pennington.org 35

LAUNCH

The Middle School 
successfully 
survived another 
retreat this 
year. Students 
and teachers 
were pushed to 
their outdoor 
limits during 
this wonderful 
experience. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL News

A t wo - day or ie ntat ion prog ram de sig ned ju s t  for  Middle  School  s t ude nt s

M i d d l e  S c h o o l
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During the first quarter, teacher Jameson Moore’s eighth-
grade Global Perspectives class decided to take an 
alternative approach to learning about Five Themes of 
Geography: place, location, interaction, movement, and 
region. Instead of learning from all different types of 
secondary and primary sources on a multitude of topics, 
they decided to take on the challenge and learn about our 
society’s growing plastic-bag problem. In doing so, they 
watched the documentary Bag It! and learned about the 
current events surrounding one-time-use plastic bags and 
how people are trying to change governmental policy to 
reflect a “greener” approach. 

During the alternative unit, they were given four tasks 
that generated and replicated authentic and experiential 
learning: creating an iBook, becoming marketers, producing 
a video documentary, and constructing a reusable bag out of 
recycled plastic bags.

First, the students were asked to write an iBook 
documenting the process, starting from learning about 
the terms and ending with their final product. During this 
portion, they learned about the process of putting together 
an informational source, creating content specifically for a 
digital book, and organizing the content in a chronological 
and/or sequential way. 

Second, the students were asked to create a social 
media portion of the project (fake Instagram and Twitter 
accounts), which had them try to think as a director of 
communications or marketing at a business or school would 

The Pennington School’s Middle School students and faculty 
celebrated International Dot Day on Thursday, September 
15. In response to The Dot, a story written and illustrated 
by Peter H. Reynolds, educators around the world celebrate 
International Dot Day on September 15, taking time to foster 
creative endeavors by their students. According to his website, 
Reynolds wanted The Dot to connect with those who have 
“been afraid to express themselves—from a child in art class 
to an adult whose fear has shut down a long-held dream.” The 
Dot intends to remind everyone to “Make your mark, and see 
where it takes you.” Teacher Lisa Fitzpatrick says that the story 
teaches us to have the courage and confidence to try, and to 
begin with even the smallest of dots to start our journeys.

Fitzpatrick introduced The Dot to her sixth-grade Humanities 
students seven years ago and invited the entire Middle School 
to “make their mark.” Students and teachers created their own 
dots, which were on display in Stainton Hall. “It’s a wonderful 
opportunity for everyone to design and share a little piece or 
dot of themselves,” Fitzpatrick says. 

do. They were asked to generate information and updates 
about the project but also to link additional articles, websites, 
and facts that would help generate buzz with specialty 
hashtags and content. 

Third, the students were asked to produce a video 
documentary of the process. This task included putting 
together videos of interviews they had conducted with a 
variety of teachers and professionals on campus, student 
reflections on the process, and snapshots of the project.

Last, the students were asked to create a reusable bag out of 
the 140 plastic bags they had brought in from their homes. 
The students went through quite a few trials and errors but 
were eventually able to figure out how to weave and braid the 
bags together to make one reusable bag.

BAG IT
BY JAMESON MOORE ’03

MIDDLE SCHOOL CELEBRATES 
INTERNATIONAL DOT DAY
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MIDDLE SCHOOL News

In order to inspire and encourage a love of reading and 
sharing books, the sixth-graders are completing independent 
reading projects each marking period in their Humanities 
classes. With the help of our librarians, students are 
introduced to new titles of well-loved books every quarter. 
Students can read those books, take recommendations from 
their peers, or choose a book of their own that they have 
been eager to read—and dive in! At the end of the quarter, 
students draft presentations that introduce the characters 
and plot of their chosen book, and they design and execute 
a creative project that complements and extends the reader’s 
understanding of the excitement within the pages. From 
electronic movie trailers and iMovies of scenes, to dioramas 
and Lego sculptures, students are capturing the attention of 
their classmates, entertaining their audiences, and awakening 
an interest in all genres of literature.

An eighth-grade advisory group completed a two-part 
service project on November 16. Part one involved going to 
a local preschool to lead four-year-olds in the act of giving 
back. The four-year-olds helped the Pennington students 
assemble seventy-five gift bags containing personal items 
such as shampoo, soap, hand cream, and toothpaste. Part 
two of the project took our Pennington students to the 
Food Center in Morrisville, PA, to help families get their 
grocery supplies for the month of November. As a special 

Ten Pennington Middle School students competed in the 
American Mathematics Contest (AMC) on November 15.

The AMC is a twenty-five-question, forty-minute multiple 
choice examination in middle school mathematics designed 
to promote the development of problem-solving skills. High 
achieving math students both nationally and internationally 
compete in the contest. This year, nine eighth-graders and 
one seventh-grader represented the School.

Of those competing, one Pennington student scored Gold 
and also placed in the top five percent nationally. Another 
student scored Silver, and two additional students scored 
Bronze.

BOOK TALK
BY JESSIE SHAFFER

EIGHTH GRADE
ADVISORY PROJECT
BY SUSAN WIRSIG

STUDENTS COMPETE IN
NATIONAL MATH CONTEST

Thanksgiving treat, the families were given one of the 
personal-item gift bags.

Above is a photo of the Pennington students before they 
began their service work; the gift bags are on the table in 
front of the students.
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For nearly 180 years, 
The Pennington School 
has been providing an 
education centered on 
the specific needs and 
talents of its individual 
students. Our five-year 
capital campaign, Building 
for the Future, is in its final 
months of fundraising 
and is dedicated to 
the transformation of 
Pennington’s campus. The 
results are already evident, 
and there is still more to 
come.

Committed to providing 
students with a 
collaborative and open 
environment that fosters 
education and exploration, 
The Pennington School 
has made significant 
progress over the last 
two years with campus 
enhancements. Major 
renovations in Stainton 
Hall, the Campus Center, 
and Meckler Library, 
among others, enable 
Pennington to remain 
on the cutting edge of 
technology and to provide 
the resources we must 
have for the education 
our current and future 
students deserve.

T r a n s f o r m e d
A CAMPUS
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Middle School renovations
The Middle School in Stainton recently saw an array of upgrades, including the 
additions of a dedicated entrance, a revamped lobby, and six new energy-efficient 
classrooms complete with state-of-the-art technology. Moreover, the building now 
features two sets of classrooms that share a divider, allowing space to be expanded 
for larger group work or interdisciplinary units. All classrooms are equipped with 
dual projection screens, enabling the instructor to teach from any spot in the 
room. New collaborative study spaces were created within the hallways, and even 
bathrooms were renovated and rebuilt.

The Middle School faculty lounge and administrative offices were also renovated as 
part of the project, and the Stainton building even gained an extra classroom to be 
used for Middle School classes and advisory services. School officials and students 
alike have been thrilled with the results. 

“The Middle Schoolers finally have a space to call their own. There 
is more collaboration between students before, during, and after 
school because they have comfortable places to sit, work, and play 
together,” said Lisa Houston, acting head of the Middle School 
during the first semester. “The large whiteboards and technology 
enable all students in a class to get up from behind desks and work 
on boards or interact with technology in new ways. This is the first 
time many teachers can engage the entire class with dynamic work 
at the same time.”  

In addition, the flexibility of the spaces allows educators to think outside the box 
when it comes to interdisciplinary work, Houston explained. For example, two 
sections of the same course can work together on a project, or they can address 
items in class meetings or in advisory formats. And with more rooms allocated for 
the Middle School, educators can offer additional electives and even some outside 
programming. “The new classroom I teach in is an unbelievable space,” said Middle 
School history teacher Jamie Moore ’03. “The technology has allowed for more 
opportunities for students to share work and interact in new ways. The expandable 
spaces in the classrooms have proved very helpful for larger committees, group 
activities, and class or advising gatherings.”

“The spaces for faculty are transformational as well,” Houston added. “We have 
places to come together and brainstorm, and we can consult with each other and 
the counselor to troubleshoot issues.” 

A new center for STEM on campus
Stainton Hall has also received a host of technology and curriculum improvements. 
In just the first year of the new Applied Science Certificate Program, Director Susan 
Wirsig has seen tremendous results. Students work together in teams and build in 
the program’s new makerspace. Having new mathematics classrooms in the same 
building with science is instrumental in advancing the program’s interdisciplinary 
goals. There is also a new faculty lounge and workspace for math instructors.

The School’s Applied Science Certificate Program is a structured STEM academic 
pathway students can apply for during sophomore year and then complete during 
junior and senior years. Currently, Applied Science students are designing a 

T r a n s f o r m e d

A CAMPUS Transformed
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mechanical arm that will pick up an empty water bottle, 
rotate it, and then set the bottle down. They are working 
in groups to solve the problem, and the new classroom 
space within Stainton Hall has aided in teamwork and 
efficiency. The new makerspace classroom features high-tech 
equipment, including a 3D printer, laser cutter, and CNC 
mill, along with more low-tech equipment such as small 
power tools, straws, balloons, clothespins, etc., to allow 
students to build items and solve a given problem. 

and operations representatives collaborated to identify the 
optimal choices for the building. Each day, students can be 
found interacting and having fun in the newly renovated 
space that is much more user-friendly. 

In the lower level of the Campus Center, formerly the home 
of the World Languages Department, the Information 
Technology Department can now be found, along with a new 
video production classroom and home for the Pennington 
Sports Network. For students’ convenience, the School’s 
Help Desk can still be found inside Meckler Library.

Meckler Library renovations began during summer 2016 and 
will be completed this summer. The removal of eight book 
stacks, new flexible seating, and new paint and carpet gave 
the space a facelift for the fall of this year. New classrooms 
will be built during the final phase of the library’s 
renovation. “Our students are developing the skills necessary 
to work in a collaborative world,” said Director Laura 
Doughty. “The Meckler Library building itself is almost fifty 
years old, and to see it become a more transitional space 
really brings us closer to meeting the goals of the campus 
master plan.”

New Admission offices in Old Main welcome 
prospective families
The Admission Office, now located in Old Main, is a 
spectacular blend of history and modern convenience. 
Walls were taken down to the original studs and rebuilt. 
Reclaimed wood flooring, that is both beautiful and 
sustainable, was sourced. New wiring for technology as well 
as new heating and air conditioning was installed, and an 
elevator offers another new amenity. Traditional furnishings 
lend these new spaces a classic, elegant atmosphere, and 
new visitors to the School feel warmly welcomed in the most 
historic building on campus.

The seeds for building a makerspace were first 
planted four years ago at a STEM faculty meeting.
We wanted to expand our curriculum and facilities 
to meet the needs of our students who were 
demonstrating a growing talent and passion for 
STEM. This new makerspace not only gives the 
Applied Science program a home; it also gives 
our students a laboratory for innovative thinking.

                                    —Susan Wirsig

The renovation of Stainton Hall follows last year’s opening 
(in January 2016) of the stunning new Kenneth Kai Tai Yen 
Humanities Building. Students and teachers are excited 
about the limitless opportunities afforded by the continued 
introduction of new student spaces on campus and the latest 
technologies. 

Student spaces transform
At the Campus Center, recent renovations include new 
flooring, gaming amenities (ping pong table, foosball table), 
new audio/visual additions, a dedicated snack bar area, 
and upgraded furniture. Before the project, members of a 
team composed of administrative, academic, student life, 
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Downstairs, brand-new Communication Skills classrooms 
can be found on the lower floor of Old Main, along with a 
study and lounge area for students. At the other end of the 
hall, the Dean of Students and Mrs. Iorio can be found, 
along with another comfortable lounge designated for 
student use, as well as a health classroom. 

It’s been a packed schedule for Pennington’s Director of 
Operations Tim Moore. He and his staff had to make an 
extraordinary effort to maintain normal operations over 
the last year, but they are pleased with the results of the 
endeavor to enhance the School’s learning environment. 

It’s amazing to be part of a community 
that is always making strides to become 
a better learning environment. We have 
always prided ourselves on emphasizing 
the learning experience, and now our new 
spaces allow us to continue to grow in that 
area.

    —Jamie Moore ’03
       Middle School History Teacher

A CAMPUS Transformed

The past year’s renovations were carefully 
planned by the Pennington board and 
administration for the community, and it shows 
through admission, administrative, academic, 
faculty, and student venues. It was a fast-moving, 
well-oiled train that stopped at every station to 
accommodate the growth and development of 
campus life.
        —Tim Moore, Director of Operations

Building for the Future
Looking ahead, there is much more still to come. A new 
road will encircle the campus, starting behind Stainton Hall 
and emerging onto Burd Street where the current entrance 
to the parking lot now stands. This roadway will allow the 
School to close the main gate immediately after drop-off in 
the morning, ensuring an all-pedestrian campus during the 
school day, which will strengthen Pennington’s strong sense 
of community and improve safety and quality of life here. 

In addition, there are plans to complete the restoration of 
Old Main by renovating the administrative offices housed 
there. The Building for the Future campaign will also 
provide the resources for superior academic programs, a 
stellar faculty, and other programs that will help achieve 
the School’s vision of developing individual excellence in 
all of its students. Money raised by the campaign helps 
to fund faculty professional development, competitive 
salaries, student financial aid, new merit awards and 
scholarships, and innovative academic programs such as 
those in Global Studies and Applied Science.

Much more than building a new building, the 
Building for the Future campaign has truly 
transformed Pennington’s campus.

For information about how you can join the 
campaign and make your mark at The Pennington 
School, please contact Director of Advancement 
Charlie Brown at 609-737-6121.
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A delicious hot turkey meal with all the fixings was provided by 
Sodexo. There were also special areas for a visit with Santa, along 
with a commemorative photo to take home, and two separate 
Santa’s workshops, where children and their parents could make 
secret gift selections for each other. Three Christmas trees were 
festooned with warm hats, gloves, and scarves that were also 
distributed to guests. All guests left the party with their chosen 
gifts wrapped by parents of the Peer Leaders, disguised as elf 
helpers.

The event was pulled off by an all-hands-on-deck effort by 
nearly one hundred Pennington students in grades 8 through 
12, faculty, and parent volunteers. Students were proud to have 
collected and distributed more than 500 gifts this year during the 
Peer Leaders’ toy drive. Parents, faculty, and staff donated gifts for 
the children to give to their parents. Generous donations of time 
and talent by Keith Hamilton, former Mercer County freeholder, 
in a reprise role as Santa, and by DJ Steve Caffey contributed 
greatly to the event’s success. The families served by HomeFront 
continue to struggle through difficult times, says Peer Leader 
advisor Erin O’Connell, and “we are happy to be able to brighten 
the holiday season a bit, especially for the children.” Over the 
years the event has become a cherished tradition, and Ms. 
O’Connell says that “the HomeFront party always means as much 
to our students as it does to the guests who attend.”

“The Pennington holiday party is truly a highlight of the year—
for our families, for HomeFront staff, and for me,” says Connie 
Mercer, HomeFront founder and chief executive officer. “This is a 
day of absolute joy for everyone, and we remain so grateful for the 
outpouring of support we receive from The Pennington School, 
the students, and their families.”

HOMEFRONTH o l i d a y  P a r t y

On Saturday, December 10, The 
Pennington School welcomed more than 
300 guests to its twenty-third annual 
holiday party for clients of HomeFront, a 
Mercer County organization devoted to 
ending homelessness and breaking the 
cycle of poverty in Mercer County. Sparks 
Gymnasium was transformed into a festive 
party space filled with decorations, music, 
dancing, games, and crafts. 
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Lessons and Carols
DECEMBER 13

HOMEFRONT

The Pennington School’s annual 
Service of Lessons and Carols was 
held on the evening of Tuesday, 
December 13, at the Pennington 
Presbyterian Church.

A longstanding and beloved tradition 
recognizing Christmas, the service 
remains ecumenical and open to 
people of all walks of life and faith. 
This year, the image of “The Journey” 
was explored: the journey of the 
family, Pennington’s journey as a 
community, and the journey of faith. 
Approximately 400 people attended 
the service, one of the highlights of 
holiday celebrations at Pennington.
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1950s 
Reunions: Classes of ’51 and ’56

George Porchelli ’57 attended the Welcome Home Vietnam 
Veterans Gala at the Log Cabin in Holyoke, MA. George is 
pictured with Colonel John J. Driscoll, commandant of the 
Massachusetts Military Academy National Guard and, in a 
second picture, with his daughter Amy. 

1960s 
Reunions: Classes of ’61 and ’66

Michael Pearl ’61 was inducted into Pennington’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame for his contributions to the sporting world. 
He also graciously spoke to students and alumni about his 
experience as a sports producer, changing the face of sports 
on television. Michael’s brother, Bob Pearl ’63, attended the 
celebrations with his wife, Nancy, and had field-side seats for 
the Pennington Red Raiders football game. 

Peter Brown ’65 and his wife, Missie, have just returned 
from a trip to Cuba. Pictures will follow in an upcoming 
magazine, but they report that the trip was incredible.

William Mastrosimone ’66 spoke to students and alumni 
during Homecoming about his journey to becoming a 
playwright. After bringing former faculty member Carla 

Daniel Seyler ’73

George Porchelli ’57

CLASSN o t e s

Hausmann to tears when he announced that he was 
dedicating his next book to Dean Paul Hausmann, Bill was 
presented the School’s highest alumni honor, the Order of 
the Tower.

1970s 
Reunions: Classes of ’71 and ’76

Daniel Seyler ’73 writes about the picture shown, “This is a 
moving phone photo of yours truly, while riding a 21-speed 
mountain bike in Phillipsburg, NJ. Someone dared me to 
take a moving 
photo, and I took 
the challenge. 
Too bad the bike 
wasn’t going fast 
enough to cause 
the background 
to blur. Hope you 
like the wardrobe; 
the fluorescent 
yellow vest makes 
me a really good 
target. Keep 
pedaling and stay 
in shape.”
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CLASS Notes

Billy Goldfeder ’74 and Steve Pegram ’90 are pictured 
at the Fire Department Instructors Conference (FDIC) in 
Indianapolis. Both got their start with the Pennington Fire 
Department.

1980s 
Reunions: Classes of ’81 and ’86

Patrick Hagerty ’82 is pictured with—and engaged to —
Joseph Hughes. “We met September 12, 2014, and have been 
together ever since,” Patrick writes. “I knew from the first day 
I met him I would someday marry him!” 

Patrick Hagerty ’82 and Joseph Hughes

Daniel Seyler ’73

Steve Pegram ’90 and Billy Goldfelder ’74 Randy Biggs ’86, Medora Huber Morris ’86, Kathy and James Biggs P’86, and Dr. Hawkey

Kyle Turner ’88, Jane Bott Childrey ’86, John McComb ’07, and Archel Desir ’00

N o t e s

sat in the congregation while his father gave a sermon; that 
day, his father was sitting in the pew while Randy was at the 
pulpit. He received a standing ovation from the Pennington 
students.

Kyle Turner ’88 reconnected with Jane Bott Childrey ’89 
in Chicago during a conference Jane was attending. It was so 
great to catch up after all these years. Kyle hopes to come to 
Alumni Weekend this spring for the Writers’ Forum.

Randy Biggs ’86 was invited to be the Chapel speaker for 
Veterans Day this past November. His parents attended. 
Randy said it was the reverse of his childhood, when he 

Jane Bott Childrey ’89 saw Tommy DiDonato ’89 and 
Suzanne Porreca ’88 in Wildwood, NJ, this past summer. 
They had a great time catching up as Tommy’s son played 
with Jane’s kids at the water park. Tommy is running the 
family business, and Suzanne is the director of child/
adolescent services at Atlantic Care Behavioral Health. It was 
amazing how everyone looked the same.
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CLASS Notes

Marcella Nehrbass ’05 

From left: Gary Septak ‘95, faculty member Lissa Kiser, Keelan Deshields ’95, Ngina Wiltshire 
Deshields, and Coltrane Stansbury ‘92. 

1990s 
Reunions: Classes of ’91 and ’96

Coltrane Stansbury ’92 was honored this past October by 
the Bloustein School of Rutgers University with the Alumni 
of the Year Award.

Keelan L. Deshields ’95 and the former Ngina T. Wiltshire 
were married on September 3, 2016, at the Galloping 
Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth, NJ. Coltrane Stansbury 
’92 and Gary Septak ’95 were groomsmen, and faculty 
member Melissa Kiser was among the guests. Keelan is 
now a relationship manager for Computershare; Ngina is 
a property manager for Cushman & Wakefield. Both were 
math majors in college: Keelan at Muhlenberg and Ngina at 
Drew.

Michelle Boudreau Ortiz ’95 moved from Jackson, NJ, to 
Atlanta, GA, in July with her husband and daughter. It’s a 
big change, but they’re excited about the new adventure.

Chad Bridges ’96 was inducted into the Athletic Hall of 
Fame for his exemplary skills as a three-sport athlete while 
at Pennington, in addition to being a star soccer player in 
college. Chad moved the crowd to tears with the story of his 
journey and received a standing ovation in appreciation for 
his accomplishments and strength in overcoming obstacles. 
His varsity soccer team and his family were in attendance. 
This year Chad also led the Pennington Boys’ Soccer team to 
their first Prep A Championship win against St. Benedict’s, 
which had held the title for twenty-seven years.

2000–2009 
Reunions: Classes of ’01 and ’06

Archel Desir ’00 connected with Jane Bott Childrey ’89 
and other Pennington alumni over dinner in Chicago. 
Archel is hoping to come to Alumni Weekend this spring for 
the Entrepreneurs’ Forum.

The 2002 Girls’ Swim Team was inducted into the 
Pennington Athletic Hall of Fame as the first girls’ swim 
team to win a championship at Pennington. This team 
started what has become a powerhouse girls’ swimming 
program.

Peter Guarino ’04, Jason Lysenko ’04, and Jamie Moore 
’03 turned out to see this year’s fall play, Our Country’s Good. 
They had performed in that play in 2002 at Pennington.

Coltrane Stansbury ‘92

Marcella Nehrbass 
’05 was married on 
October 15, 2016, 
to Joshua Sellke. 
They honeymooned 
in Australia and 
New Zealand 
and thought both 
countries were 
incredible. They are 
living in Ewing, NJ.
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Brian Kiley ’10, Joe DeAntonio ’10, Zander Asplundh-Smith’10, and Kim Gravalis ’09

CLASS Notes

Gabriella (Gabby) Ortiz, daughter of Michelle 
Boudreau Ortiz ’95

Joe DeAntonio ’10, founder of the Luna Light Music and Arts 
Festival, gathered his friends for the celebration in October 
this past year. Pictured with him are Brian Kiley ’10, Zander 
Asplundh-Smith ’10, and Kim Gravalis ’09, along with 
other Pennington and Hopewell residents. 

Connecticut College senior Pat Devlin ’12 has been selected 
as the 2016 NESCAC (New England Small College Athletic 
Conference) Player of the Year as voted on by the league’s 
coaches. He was also named to the All-NESCAC First Team 
for the fourth straight season. Devlin is just the second player 
from Connecticut College to earn Player of the Year honors, 
joining fellow Camel (and fellow Pennington alumnus) Billy 
Hawkey ’10 in 2013. Devlin leads the NESCAC in scoring 
with 29 points and is the league’s top goal scorer with 13 
tallies, including four game-winners, this season.

Following graduation from Syracuse, Alex Kline ’12 has 
taken a position with the NBA’s New Orleans Pelicans in 
their front office as a basketball operations assistant. He also 
received the award for Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy 
at the 31st Annual National Philanthropy Day Awards 
Luncheon, presented by the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals: Greater Philadelphia Chapter. 

Karolina Zachor ’16 landed an internship with a newspaper 
for her gap year before going to college. She has had four 
articles published to date and is very excited about the 
experience.

John McComb ’07 caught up with Jane Childrey ’89 and 
some other alumni over dinner in Chicago. Since the World 
Series was in full swing, Jane made sure they had a view 
of the game. John is pursuing his master’s degree at the 
University of Chicago and enjoying married life in his new 
city. 

Kathryn Brown ’09 graduated from Delaware Valley 
University with a bachelor’s degree in equine business and 
management, an associate’s degree in equine science, and 
a minor in criminal justice. She is currently working at 
Shamrock Reins, a nonprofit therapeutic riding center for 
active duty military personnel, veterans, first responders, and 
their families. 

Jordan Lieberman ’09 is excited to announce that he has 
moved to Ithaca, NY, to take a job as the assistant men’s 
swim coach at Cornell University. He says he is looking 
forward to being back on the East Coast after seven years 
away, “although I’ve been told I will need to change my 
current definition of ‘cold weather’ to something much lower 
than 60 degrees.”

2010–2016 
Reunions: Classes of ’11 and ’16

Zander Asplundh-Smith ’10 is teaching art at Pennington 
this winter while Caroline Hall is on maternity leave. The 
teaching appointment is a great follow-up to his exhibit in the 
Silva Gallery last year.
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With sadness we remember the following members of the Pennington community who died 
or of whose death we learned since the publication of our last magazine:

The Rev. Champion B. Goldy, Sr. ’39
Mary Grace De Reamer S’40
Joseph DiOrio ‘41 
Paul F. Fuller ’42 
Shirley Barr S’45
The Rev. Dr. James Tsigounis ’46 
William R. Kiely, Jr. ’47 
Gene E. Kofke ’47
Robert M. Wigod ‘50
Barry V. Coleman ’55
Donald H. Kolb ’55 P’07

Joy Henry-Hohmann P’90
Joan Williams P’99
Allyson M. Schieve ’04 
Francis J. Honn GP’07
Grant M. Smith ’07  
Mafalda Bruccoleri GP’09 ‘11 ‘13 ‘15 ‘18
Mark Wolters P’09
Frieda Hamer GP’10 ‘13
Dorothy Agress GP’13
Joan Folinsbee Cook GP’18

P–Parent; GP–Grandparent; S–Spouse

Lou Lavin and Heather Bailey

From left: Betty Anne Winkler, Mike Winkler, Harvey Melamed ‘64, Dean Waters, 
and Kathy Waters.
 

Former Faculty
In September, former teacher of Spanish Heather Bailey 
ran into former Mathematics Department Chair Lou Lavin 
while hiking Camel’s Hump. Lou was hiking with his 
daughter. Steve and Heather Bailey are enjoying retirement 
in Vermont. 

Former faculty members Mike Winkler, Betty Anne 
Winkler, and Dean Waters (and Kathy Waters) joined 
Harvey Melamed ’64 for breakfast at Blackstone’s Cafe in 
Beaufort, SC, recently. All are residents of Sun City Hilton 
Head in nearby Bluffton. The Winklers had long wanted to 

add a Pennington banner to the dozens of school pennants 
that adorn the restaurant, and with a little help from the 
Alumni Office, this Pennington group acquired one, which 
they proudly presented to be hung among the others. If you 
visit Beaufort, check it out!

Send YOUR news and subscribe to the new 
alumni e-newsletter The Porch by contacting 
Jane Bott Childrey ’89 at jane.childrey@
pennington.org 

CLASS Notes

In Memoriam 

    Save the Date!  Monday, June 12, 2017



All proceeds from the Classic support scholarships for students who would not otherwise be able to attend The Pennington School. 
For more information, please contact Jane Childrey ‘89 at jane.childrey@pennington.org

Lou Lavin and Heather Bailey

    Save the Date!  Monday, June 12, 2017

Bedens Brook Club
Skillman, NJ

Rain Date October 9, 2017

JOIN US for the Twenty-Second Annual Scholarship Golf Classic.



The Pennington School
112 West Delaware Avenue | Pennington, New Jersey 08534-1601

Non Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 579

Cinnaminson, NJCHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

This magazine is printed on recycled paper.

CAMPS INCLUDE:
• Outdoor Adventure
• Robotics
• Writers Workshop
• History Field Trip
• DJ Camp
• Girls’ Soccer
• Boys’ Lacrosse
• Engineering and Problem   
    Solving
• Physics of Sports

• Swimming
• Future Cities
• Basketball (Boys’ and Girls’)
• Magic Chemistry 
• Culinary Arts
• Drawing
• Painting
• Outdoor Science
• Drama Workshop
• College Guidance Seminar

         PROGRAMS  summer

The Pennington School offers Summer Programs for students ages 10—15 (Grades 6—9). 
Sports, Arts, and Academic Enrichment Camps will run from the week of June 26 through 
the week of August 7. Visit www.pennington.org/summerprograms for more details!

SUMMER PROGRAMS 2017


