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Founded in 1998, Princeton Common Ground is a collaborative effort of the parent associations of 17 
Princeton-area independent schools. Each year we sponsor a series of presentations, free and open to the 
public, featuring distinguished speakers who address contemporary educational and parenting issues. 

 
 
 
We all want to belong to strong and supportive communities. With the increase in social media use, have we 
lost the art of building face-to-face communities? How do meaningful communities grow and flourish? Will 
intervening in the process destroy it?  No, says Charles Vogl.  
 
In THE ART OF COMMUNITY: SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF BELONGING, an interactive discussion, author and 

executive consultant Mr. Vogl reminds us that strong cultures help people support one another, share their 
passions, and achieve big goals. Such communities aren’t just happy accidents—they can be purposefully  
cultivated, whether they’re in a classroom, school, a faith institution, or among friends and enthusiasts. But 
what makes a culture of belonging? How is community changing in America? Mr. Vogl discusses these  
questions and introduces fundamental ideas from his book, “The Art of Community”.  Drawing on 3,000 years 
of history, Vogl lays out seven time-tested principles that every individual can apply to grow enduring,  
effective, and supportive communities and groups. Vogl acts as guide to parents and students by discussing 
how to replace loneliness, separation, and isolation with friendship, connection, and support with meaningful 
community. 
 
CHARLES H. VOGL,  has been working to build communities since his days as a Peace Corps volunteer in 

Zambia. He now works with leaders in tech, finance, media, government, and social change organizations to 
help them create effective change. He is also a founding producer at Broken English Productions, creating 
work that has won several international awards, including the Amnesty International Movies That Matter 
Award. His non-fiction projects air on PBS and HBO and have won Sundance and human rights awards.  

The Art of Community 
October 30th, 2018, 7:30pm 

The Grant Shipley Pavilion 
The Hun School of Princeton 

176 Edgerstoune Rd., Princeton, NJ  

 TICKETS & INFORMATION: PRINCETONCOMMONGROUND.ORG 

FREE & OPEN LECTURE 


